
CITY of NOVI CITY COUNCIL 
Agenda Item 7 

June 3, 2019 

SUBJECT: Approval to purchase Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBAJ for the Novi Fire 
Department from Apollo Fire Equipment Company. sole source provider. in the amount of 
$338, 103.61 . 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Public Safety- Fire Department ¥-t 

CITY MANAGER APPROVAL: ~ 

EXPENDITURE REQUIRED $338,103.61 
AMOUNT BUDGETED $338,775 
APPROPRIATION REQUIRED N/A 
LINE ITEM NUMBER 101-337.00-982.000 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

The City of Novi Fire Department currently utilizes Avon ISi for all of the Self-Contained Breathing 
Apparatus (SCBAJ. These SCBA packs were purchased in December 2006, making our ISi DXL 
packs 13 years old. The SCBA cylinders that supply air to the packs will expire after 15 years. 
which is June of 2021 . These cylinders must be replaced as they cannot be recertified or tested 
after 15 years in service. The National Fire Protection Agency (NFPA) recommends that all Self
Contained Breathing Apparatus should be replaced every 10 years. Currently, all of our packs 
are in proper working order, but they have surpassed NFPA's recommended lifespan. At the 
May 6, 2019 City Council Meeting, City Council approved the replacement of the SCBA 
equipment in Fiscal Year 2018-19. 

After thorough research and evaluation on multiple SCBA manufacturers. the MSA G 1 unit 
was given the best overall rating. The benefits of the pack include; thermal imaging camera on 
every pack, 15 year warranty on every part of the SCBA. 5 year warranty on the thermal imaging 
camera. and has programmable electronics that allows packs to be put in a training mode for 
real life simulations. Apollo Fire Equipment is a sole source for MSA and the City of Novi Fire 
Department would be able to join the price consortium with Troy Fire Department. This purchase 
will include; 45 SCBA' s. 100 masks, 100 mask bags, and four RIT Packs. Also included in this price is 
all of the technician level training for maintenance of the packs, computer software and shipping. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approval to purchase Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) for 
the Novi Fire Department from Apollo Fire Equipment Company. sole source provider. in the 
amount of $338.103.61 . 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: DAVID E. MOLLOY, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

JEFFERY R. JOHNSON, DIRECTOR OF EMS/FIRE 

FROM: MARK THEISEN, CAPTAIN .:: "" 

SUBJECT: MSA-SCBA PURCHASE RECOMMENDATION 

DATE: MAY 24, 2019 

Overview 
The City of Novi Fire Department currently utilizes Avon ISi for all of our Self-Contained 
Breathing Apparatus (SCBA). These SCBA packs were purchased in December 2006, 
making our ISi DXL packs 13 years old. The SCBA cylinders that supply air to the packs 
will expire after 15 years, which is June of 2021. These cylinders must be replaced as 
they cannot be recertified or tested after 15 years in service. The National Fire 
Protection Agency (NFPA) recommends that all Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus 
should be replaced every 10 years. Currently, all of our packs are in working order, but 
they have surpassed NFPA's recommended lifespan. 

After several months researching multiple SCBA manufacturers, the City of Novi Fire 
Department was able to secure demo SCBA packs from the top three SCBA 
manufacturers; MSA, SCOTT and the AVON. This gave our team members the ability to 
make a comprehensive assessment on how the SCBA will function for us as a 
Department. All duty crews, both Full and Part-time members, were able to utilize all 
three of the manufacturers SCBA's during training and in simulated drills at the stations. 

After each member utilized the SCBA pack, they were able to go online and submit an 
SCBA evaluation form. This gave them the opportunity to list the pros, cons and 
comments for each SCBA they tried out. The survey was live for a month to give each 
of our member's ample time to try out each pack. 
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