
 

CITY OF NOVI CITY COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 7, 2019 

 

SUBJECT: Consideration to award a unit price contract to Superior Lawn Care LLC., the low 

bidder, for the Fall 2019 and Spring 2020 Tree and Landscape Planting Projects in 

an estimated amount of $169,380. 

 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Department of Public Works, Field Operations Division 

 

EXPENDITURE REQUIRED $ 169,380.00 (Estimated) 

AMOUNT BUDGETED $ 200,000 

APPROPRIATION REQUIRED $ 0 

LINE ITEM NUMBER 209-000.00-972.100 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Each season the Departments of Public Works, 

Community Development, and Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services, work to identify 

street tree and landscape planting sites throughout the community. This joint effort 

demonstrates the City’s commitment to enhancing the natural environment citywide. 

The annual fall and spring plantings for 2019-2020 include the installation of a wide 

variety of tree species in multiple locations throughout the community. Nearly 600 trees 

and shrubs will be installed in city rights-of-way and parks under this contract. The 

specific scope of the Spring 2019-2020 program will be finalized later this year but 

concepts for planting are presented here. Additional plantings will take place 

throughout the City as locations are identified.   

 

All tree and shrub plantings are funded in the City’s Tree Fund. The Fund is supported by 

developer payments for regulated woodlands removed during development projects 

that cannot be replaced on the project site. This provision of the City’s Woodland 

Ordinance has helped the City of Novi preserve and create a diverse urban forest. All 

decorative grasses and flowers used in landscaping parks are funded through Parks, 

Recreation & Cultural Services monies.  

 



Fall 2019 Program Includes: 

BID #1: Street Trees  

An estimated 75 homes and 2 major roads will receive street trees that will enhance 

properties and soften local streetscapes throughout the City. Residents will be notified 

before the plantings commence.  

BID #2: Brookfarm Park  

10 trees to be planted in the west end of the park to continue the woodland 

enhancement and 3 shrubs to be planted along the stream to continue the habitat 

enhancement in that area. 

BID #3:  Dog Park  

8 canopy trees to be planted outside of the park perimeter to add more shade to the 

park. 

 

BID #4:  Ella Mae Power Park  

14 canopy trees to be added to the berm between the fields and Orchard Ridge 

Estates subdivision to increase screening for the neighborhood.  Numerous shrubs to be 

added to reduce maintenance of areas between plants and to add habitat and 

seasonal beauty to the park. 

 

BID #5:  Fuerst Park  

Add 6 trees to fill in gaps in existing plantings and to add shade to the amphitheater. 

 

BID #6:  Meadowbrook Activity Center  

Plant 10 canopy trees around the site’s wet areas to add shade and interest, and 30 

shrubs around detention pond to add beauty and habitat while reducing necessity for 

mowing in difficult areas. 

 

BID #7:  Wildlife Woods Park: 

Plant shrubs to add habitat and color along woods’ edge 

 

BID #8:  ITC Sports Park  

Add 3 shade trees near concession buildings 

 

BID #9:  Lakeshore Park  

Add 12 flowering trees and bushes near the trailhead/picnic area parking lot for color 

and habitat, and 1 canopy tree in the wet area near parking lot to add diversity. 

 

BID #10:  Novi Ice Arena 

Add 5 serviceberries to accentuate cover along south side of building, 1 canopy tree 

as an accent color in the fall, and 100 shrubs to replace the line of failed shrubs near 

the dog park parking lot and to reduce mowing in selected areas. 

 

BID #11:  Rotary Park  

Add 5 small canopy trees to add fall color to the park. 

 



 

BID #12:  Village Wood Lake Park  

Add 90 fruiting native shrubs and 15 small tamaracks to the large grassy area along 

stream east of Meadowbrook to add color, bird habitat and interest to the area. 

 

Spring 2020 Program Includes: 

BID #13: Street Trees  

An estimated 75 homes and 3 major roads will receive street trees that will enhance 

properties and soften local streetscapes throughout the City. Residents will be notified 

before the plantings commence.  

BID #14: Brookfarm Park  

17 trees to be planted in the west end of the park to continue the woodland 

enhancement and species diversity in that area. 

BID #15:  Dog Park  

8 canopy trees to be planted outside of the park, near the fence for additional shade.  

If this is not found to be necessary, these trees may be planted in other parks with a 

more immediate need for plantings. 

 

BID #16:   Ella Mae Power Park  

42 trees, a mix of canopy and sub canopy trees, to be planted in the area north of the 

existing woods and along the ridge between Orchard Ridge Estates and the ball fields 

to increase the screening between them and increase native habitat in that area. 

 

BID #17: Meadowbrook Activity Center  

19 trees to be planted around site to add seasonal color and interest 

 

BID #18: Wildlife Woods Park  

A mix of 15 trees and large shrubs to be planted on slope between new parking lot and 

drill area to screen the drill 

 

BID #19:  Fuerst Park 

8 trees to be planted on Arbor Day and to fill in gaps that have developed over time. 

 

BID #20:  Novi Ice Arena: 

3 trees to be added to increase color and shade along west side of parking lot. 

 

BID #21:  Rotary Park  

3 native canopy trees plantings along new trail above HRSDS storage tank to add 

native seed source for park. 

 

BID #22:  Village Wood Lake Park  

10 additional trees to add screening, color along western pond edge 

 



Four bids were received and opened on September 18, 2019, following a public bid 

solicitation period. The lowest bidder is Superior Lawn Care LLC. Superior Lawn Care’s bid is 

recommended as being in the best interest of the City, as it is responsive (i.e., Superior Lawn 

Care has complied with all requirements of the bidding instructions), and is the lowest price. 

Superior Lawn Care has satisfactorily performed planting services for the City of Ann Arbor in 

the past. The bid tabulation is enclosed. 

The estimated contract amount is based on 2019 fall pricing, in addition to the budgeted 

amount for the 2020 spring plantings ($81,450 plus $87,930 equals $169,380). Staff believes 

the unit prices are fair based on the continued high demand for trees around the area and 

the sizes of trees requested in the bid package. Superior Lawn Care has been informed that 

it is possible that the number of trees can be adjusted to a number closer to the budgeted 

amount. Any increase or decrease is to be based upon the unit costs of the materials.  

The fall planting is anticipated to begin in October and be completed in late November 

2019.  Spring plantings will take place in May and June 2020.  Actual planting dates for each 

season are heavily dependent on tree availability and weather.  

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Award a unit price contract to Superior Lawn Care LLC., the low 

bidder, for the Fall 2019 and Spring 2020 Tree and Landscape Planting Projects in an 

estimated amount of $169,380.  



CITY OF NOVI
2019 FALL & 2020 SPRING LANDSCAPE PLANTING
SEPTEMBER 18, 2019  
2:00 P.M.

Company Name Superior Lawn Care R.C. Tuttle Crimboli Nursery Superior Scape

2019 Fall Planting 81,450.00$                     $                    93,345.00  $                  131,180.00  $                  153,110.00 

2020 Spring Planting 87,930.00$                     $                    98,300.00  $                  146,035.00  $                  157,621.00 

TOTAL  $                  169,380.00  $                  191,645.00  $                  277,215.00  $                  310,731.00 
































