
 

CITY OF NOVI CITY COUNCIL 

AUGUST 18, 2022 

 

 
 

SUBJECT: Approval of request to transfer ownership 2022 Class C license issued under 

MCL 436.1531(2) and SDM licensed business with Sunday Sales Permit (PM) 

for Class C license- Spirits and Mixed Spirit Drink, Outdoor Service (1 Area) 

from Diamond Jim Brady’s of Novi, Inc.; New Sunday Sales Permit (PM) for 

SDM license- Mixed Spirit Drink to Two Fish in the Sea, LLC located at 43271 

Crescent Boulevard, Novi, MI 48375.    
 

 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  City Clerk 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  

 

The Applicant, Two Fish in the Sea, LLC has requested to transfer ownership of the 2022 

Class C license issued under MCL 436.1531(2) and SDM licensed business with Sunday 

Sales Permit (PM) for Class C license- Spirits and Mixed Spirit Drink, Outdoor Service (1 

Area) from Diamond Jim Brady’s of Novi, Inc., in connection with its purchase of the 

business. Sharon Juergens, as sole owner of Two Fish in the Sea, LLC, has managed and 

been a chef for the existing business since 2010 and seeks to purchase the existing 

business and its liquor license and continue to operate it.   

The general licensing policy as stated in Chapter 3 of the City Code states, at Section 3-

13, that an applicant must demonstrate in particular that the proposed facility:  

(a) Will provide a service, product, or function that is not presently available 

within the city or that would be unique to the city or to an identifiable 

area within the city.   

(b) Is of a character that will foster or generate economic development or 

growth within the city, or an identifiable area of the city, in a manner 

consistent with the city's policies.   

(c) Represents an added financial investment on the part of a long-term 

business or resident with recognized ties to the city and the local 

community.  

More specific review criteria are set forth at subsection 3-15(g), and in addition to the 

general information regarding the applicant and the facility or building at issue, they 

require a review of the benefits to the community of the proposed use: 

(3)   Benefits to community: 



a. The effects that the issuance of a license would have upon the economic 

  development of the city or the surrounding area.  

b.  The effects that the issuance of a license would have on the health, 

welfare, and safety of the general public.   

c. Whether the applicant has demonstrated a public need or convenience 

for the issuance of the liquor license for the business facility at the location 

proposed, taking into consideration the following, together with other 

factors deemed relevant by the council:   

1. The total number of licenses for similar establishments and/or 

operations in the city, considered both in terms of whether such 

number of similar establishments is needed and whether there may 

be a need for other types of establishments that could go unmet if 

the requested license were granted.   

2. The proximity of the establishment to other licensed liquor 

establishments, the type of such establishments, whether such other 

establishments are similar to that proposed, and the anticipated 

impact of all such determinations.   

3. Whether the proposed location is in an area characterized as 

developed, redeveloping, or undeveloped, and the anticipated 

impact of approving the newly proposed establishment in light of 

such character, taking into consideration the need for any type of 

additional licensed establishment in the area, and the need the 

particular type of establishment proposed.   

4. The uniqueness of the proposed facility when contrasted against 

other existing or proposed facilities, and the compatibility of the 

proposed facility to surrounding architecture and land use.   

5. The permanence of the establishment in the community, as 

evidenced by the prior or proposed contributions to the city or 

community by the applicant or business, and the extent to which 

the issuance of the license will assist in the further investment of the 

applicant or business in the city or the community.   

6. The character and extent of investment in improvements to the 

building, premises, and general area.   
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  

Approval of request to transfer ownership 2022 Class C license issued under MCL 

436.1531(2) and SDM licensed business with Sunday Sales Permit (PM) for Class C 

license- Spirits and Mixed Spirit Drink, Outdoor Service (1 Area) from Diamond Jim 

Brady’s of Novi, Inc.; New Sunday Sales Permit (PM) for SDM license- Mixed Spirit Drink to 

Two Fish in the Sea, LLC located at 43271 Crescent Boulevard, Novi, MI 48375, because 

it would allow this long-standing business to remain in its location and to serve its 

customers.    
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July 14, 2022 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Ms. Dawn Spaulding, Deputy Clerk 
City of Novi 
45175 West Ten Mile Road 
Novi, Michigan 48375 
 

Re: TWO FISH IN THE SEA, LLC 
43271 Crescent Blvd, Novi MI, 48375-1207 
Request ID No. 2206-06144 
 

Dear Ms. Spaulding: 
 

We represent Two Fish in the Sea, LLC, a Michigan limited liability company (“Two Fish 
in the Sea”) in liquor licensing matters.  Enclosed please find Two Fish in the Sea’s City of Novi 
Liquor License Application.   

 
Two Fish in the Sea has entered into an agreement to purchase certain business assets from 

Diamond Jim Brady’s of Novi, Inc., a Michigan corporation (“Diamond Jim Brady’s”) located at 
43271 Crescent Blvd., Novi, Michigan.  The purchase includes the name and goodwill of Diamond 
Jim Brady’s existing business, and its Class C and SDM liquor license.  In connection with the 
purchase transaction, Two Fish in the Sea has filed an application with the Michigan Liquor 
Control Commission to transfer ownership of the liquor license, and for a Sunday Sales (AM and 
PM) Permit and an Outdoor Service Area Permit.   

 
Two Fish in the Sea’s sole member is Sharon Juergens.  Ms. Juergens is a graduate of 

Schoolcraft College’s Culinary Arts program.  She has been employed by Diamond Jim Brady’s 
since 2011 and has worked in the restaurant business for over 30 years.   

 
Diamond Jim Brady’s was founded in the City of Detroit in 1954 and has operated in the 

City of Novi for over 30 years.  Two Fish in the Sea plans to continue that long and distinguished 
tradition, operating a friendly neighborhood bistro serving casual, trendy food in a relaxed 
atmosphere.  The hours of operation will be Tuesday through Thursday from 11:30 a.m. to 9:00 
p.m., Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., and closed on Sunday and Monday.  The 
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business may extend its hours based on customer demand, or open on certain Sundays or Mondays 
for special events.  The restaurant’s capacities are subject to the approval of the Novi Fire 
Department.     

 
 Enclosed for your review are the following: 
 

• Liquor License Application (Questionnaires A & B); 

• Site plan of Novi Town Center; 

• Floor plan of the building; and 

• Menu. 

In addition, we will cause the application fee payable to the City of Novi in the amount of 
$1,210.00 to be hand delivered to your office.  We will submit Liquor License Application 
Questionnaire C and the associated attachments directly to the Novi Police Department. 

 Please consider all personal and business documents confidential, and please do not 
release any of this documentation to the public.    

 
We respectfully request that this matter be placed on an agenda for consideration by the 

Novi City Council as soon as possible.  Please let us know if you have any questions, or there is 
anything further you need to facilitate your review of this application.  Thank you for your 
assistance in this matter. 
 
      

Very truly yours, 
 
ADKISON, NEED, ALLEN, & RENTROP, PLLC 
 
 
 
Jessica Hallmark 

 
/lbp 
Enclosures 
 
 
 

 















LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF NOVI TOWN CENTER 
 
 

T1N, R8E, SEC 14 & 23 PART OF SW 1/4 OF SEC 14 & PART OF NW 1/4 OF SEC 23 BEG 
AT PT DIST N 87-28-51 E 54 FT FROM SW COR OF SD SEC 14, TH N 02-40-33 W 66.98 FT, 
TH N 87-29-51 E 6 FT, TH N 02-40-33 W 177.73 FT, TH N 86-52-49 E 269.99 FT, TH N 02-40-
33 W 87.91 FT, TH N 86-04-47 E 48.02 FT, TH N 02-40-33 W 149.32 FT, TH N 87-19-27 E 
41.14 FT, TH ALG CURVE TO LEFT, RAD 1020 FT, CHORD BEARS N 08-12-39 W 188.21 
FT, DIST OF 188.48 FT, TH ALG CURVE TO LEFT RAD 720 FT, CHORD BEARS N 24-31-
23 W 275.22 FT, DIST OF 276.93 FT, TH N 04-00-03 E 48.39 FT, TH ALG CURVE TO LEFT, 
RAD 330.50 FT, CHORD BEARS N 39-41-02 E 45.57 FT, DIST OF 45.61 FT, TH N 35-49-27 
E 151.76 FT, TH ALG CURVE TO RIGHT, RAD 1161.50 FT, CHORD BEARS N 61-34-27 E 
1009.22 FT, DIST OF 1044.01 FT, TH N 87-19-27 E 206.26 FT, TH S 47-40-33 E 53.74 FT, TH 
S 02-40-33 E 840.01 FT, TH S 87-19-27 W 144.46 FT, TH S 02-40-33 E 59.26 FT, TH S 87-19-
27 W 127.45 FT, TH S 02-40-33 E 60 FT, TH S 87-19-26 W 129.02 FT, TH N 02-40-33 W 0.67 
FT, TH S 87-19-27 W 53.77 FT, TH N 02-40-33 W 27.99 FT, TH S 87-19-27 W 638.49 FT, TH 
S 06-45-56 E 48.17 FT, TH ALG CURVE TO RIGHT, RAD 1123.90 FT, CHORD BEARS S 02-
10-42 E 227.31 FT, DIST OF 227.70 FT, TH S 00-10-03 W 48.21 FT, TH N 87-19-27 E 392.75 
FT, TH S 02-40-33 E 278.98 FT, TH N 87-19-27 E 656.59 FT, TH S 02-22-58 W 15.40 FT, TH 
S 47-40-33 E 39.60 FT, TH S 02-40-33 E 56.50 FT, TH ALG CURVE TO LEFT, RAD 435.50 
FT, CHORD BEARS S 12-00-50 E 141.33 FT, DIST OF 141.96 FT, TH S 21-21-06 E 100 FT, 
TH S 20-34-27 E 9.89 FT, TH S 04-33-29 E 101.48 FT, TH ALG CURVE TO RIGHT, RAD 
353.50 FT, CHORD BEARS S 03-10-45 W 83.97 FT, DIST OF 84.17 FT, TH S 10-00-00 W 
30.36 FT, TH S 27-11-06 W 9.05 FT, TH N 74-16-33 W 195.56 FT, TH N 06-47-48 E 87.34 FT, 
TH N 02-46-49 E 68.75 FT, TH S 85-52-56 E 99.91 FT, TH N 04-06-34 E 163.28 FT, TH S 87-
28-51 W 200 FT, TH N 02-40-33 W 166.35 FT, TH S 87-28-51 W 432.79 FT, TH S 13-38-41 W 
287.42 FT, TH N 74-00-17 W 698.96 FT, TH S 03-08-50 E 3.88 FT, TH N 74-02-07 W 79.81 FT, 
TH N 42-20-47 W 85.57 FT TO BEG 34.97 A 2-7-11 FR 062 SPLIT ON 02/13/2011 FROM 50-
22-14-351-062; 



Questionnaire B – Administrative Background Information for Liquor License 

The Novi City Council will consider whether an applicant’s proposal for a liquor license is reasonable when measured against 
the information contained within this completed application.  Please answer each question thoroughly.  All answers should be 
typed or printed legibly and neatly in black ink.  If the space provided is insufficient for a complete answer, use additional 
sheets of paper, following the same format used in the questionnaire and attach to that part of the application.  Failure to 
provide all required information or attachments could result in delay or denial of liquor license.  All liquor license applications
are subject to final approval by the Novi City Council.  

1. What is the applicant’s management experience in the alcohol/liquor business? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the applicant’s general business management experience?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is the applicant’s general business reputation?  

__________ ____ _ _________ _ ____ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _____ __ _____________ ___ ___ ____ _____ __ 

_ _ ___ _ _ __ __ __ _ ___ _ ___ _ _ _ _ ___ _ ____ _ __ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ ____ 

_ _ _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  What is the  applicant’s  financial  status  and ability  to build and/or  operate the  proposed  facility on which the proposed
liquor license is to be located?  

_ __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ __ __ _ _ ____ _ _ _ _ _____ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What are the applicant’s past criminal convictions involving moral turpitude, violence or alcoholic liquors?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.   Does the applicant use alcoholic beverages to excess?    

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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7.  What is the effect that the issuance of a license would have upon the economic development of the surrounding area?  

__ ___________ ___ _________________ ______________ _________________________________________ ______ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8.  What effect would the issuance of a license have on the health, welfare and safety of the general public?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9.   Has the applicant received responses from the Police Department, Building Department and/or Fire Department with 
regard to the proposed facility?  

______ _ _________ ___ __ __ _ _____ _ __ ___ ___ __ _ _ _____ __ _ ____________________ 

___ _ _____ _ ___ _______ __ _ ____ ____________ ____ ___ ____ ___ _ ___ _ _ __ _____ _____ ____ 

__ ____ _ _ _ ______ __ ___ __ __ _ __ _ __________________________________________________ 

10. What is the public need or convenience for issuance of a liquor license for this facility at the proposed location?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______ _______ ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11.  What is the uniqueness of the proposed facility when contrasted against other existing or proposed facilities and the 
compatibility of the proposed facility to surrounding architecture and land use?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12.  Does the facility to which the proposed liquor license is to be issued comply with the applicable building, plumbing, 
electrical and fire prevention codes and zoning statutes and ordinances applicable to the City of Novi?  Has applicant received
information from the appropriate departments?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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13.  What  effect  will  the  facility  to  which  the  proposed  liquor  license is to be  issued  have upon  vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic in the area?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

14.  What is the proximity of the proposed business facility to other similarly situated licensed liquor facilities?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ _________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

15.  What is the proximity of the proposed facility to complimentary uses such as office and commercial development?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

16.  What effect would the proposed facility have upon the surrounding neighborhood and/or business establishments, 
including impacts upon residential areas, church and school districts?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

17.  What proposed or actual commitments are being made by the applicant to establish permanency in the community?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

18.   What utilities are available to serve the facility?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

19.   What other factors should the Novi City Council consider?   

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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July 26, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
TO:            Cortney Hanson, City Clerk 
 
FROM:            Fire Marshal – Kevin Pierce 
 
SUBJECT: -Transfer of Liquor License –  
                         Two Fish in the Sea LLC (Formally Diamond Jim Brady’s) 
 
A fire inspection has been conducted at the above business located at   
43271 Crescent Blvd, Novi MI 48375 and the business has been found to 
be in compliance with the adopted fire prevention code.  Liquor License 
transfer for 2022 is recommended. 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
 
Mayor 
Bob Gatt 
 
Mayor Pro Tem 
Dave Staudt 
 
Laura Marie Casey 
 
Hugh Crawford 
 
Justin Fischer 
 
Brian Smith 
 
Ericka Thomas 
 
 
City Manager 
Peter E. Auger 
 
City Clerk 
Cortney Hanson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City of Novi 
45175 Ten Mile Road 
Novi, Michigan 48375 
248.347.0460 
248.347.0577 fax 
 
cityofnovi.org 
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