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REGULAR MEETI NG - ZONI NG BOARD OF APPEALS

CI TY OF Novi
Tuesday, March 11, 2025
Counci | Chanbers/Novi G vic Center
41725 Novi Road
Novi, M chi gan

BOARD MEMBERS:

Joe Peddi boyi na, Chairperson
M ke Longo, Secretary

Si ddharth Mav Sanghvi, Menber
Li nda Krieger, Menber

M chael Thonpson, Menber

W dift Mntague, Menber

Joe Sanona, Alternate Menber

ABSENT UNEXCUSED
Larry Butler, Menber

ALSO PRESENT:
Joellen Shortley, Cty Attorney
Alan Hall, Deputy Community Devel opnent
D rector
Sarah Fl etcher, Recording Secretary
REPORTED BY:

Mel i nda R Wnack
Certified Shorthand Reporter
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AGENDA

Call to Order

Pl edge of All egi ance
Rol | Call

Public Hearing Format and Rul es of Conduct
M nutes - February 2025
Publ i ¢ Remar ks

Approval of Agenda
Publ i ¢ Heari ngs

PZ25- 0004

PZ25- 0005

O her Matters

Adj our nnent
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03/ 11/ 2025
CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYl NA:  Ckay. CGood

eveni ng and wel cone to the Novi City Zoning Board
of Appeals. Today is March 11th, 7 p.m Pl edge
of All egiance. Please stand up everybody. dift
Mont ague.

(Pl edge of All egiance recited)

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA: Thank you.
Pl ease be seated. Roll call

M5. FLETCHER: Chair per son Peddi boyi na?

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Yes, pl ease.

M5. FLETCHER  Menber Sanghvi ?

MEMBER SANGHVI: Here.

M5. FLETCHER: Menber Thonpson?

VMEMBER THOMPSON: Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: Menber Mont ague?

MEMBER MONTAGUE: Here.

M5. FLETCHER  Menber Longo?

MEMBER LONGO. Here.

M5. FLETCHER  Menber Krieger?

MEMBER KRI EGER:  Her e.

M5. FLETCHER: Menber Butler? Absent
unexcused. And Alternate Menber Sanobna?

MEMBER SAMONA:  Her e.

M5. FLETCHER  Thank you. W have a

quor um

]
SV NI NR SIS NVNISISY-N\\\[ei =l hansonreporting.com
|| B Il | courr RerorTERS & VioED 313.567.8100

Page 3



© 00 N oo o A~ W N PP

N NN N NN P P P R R PR R P,k
o A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

03/ 11/ 2025
CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you so

much. Public hearing and format and rul es of
conduct. Approval of mnutes of February.
Sonebody make a notion. Any changes? Any
nodi fications?

MEMBER SAMONA: | nmake a notion to
approve.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Make a
second, pl ease.

MEMBER LONGO | second.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you.
Any objections? Any changes? Say all in favor
aye.

THE BOARD: Aye.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Any nays?
Passed unaninous. And roll call. Okay. Approval
of the agenda. Any changes? Any nodifications to
toni ght's neeting?

MEMBER SANGHVI: Is it okay to start
wi t hout the attorney?

MEMBER KRI EGER: |s Beth com ng?

M5. FLETCHER: Beth is not com ng.
Joellen is supposed to be here. She is not here.

MR. HALL: | don't know if we can do

anyt hi ng wi t hout her.
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MS5. FLETCHER: Let ne call Beth.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA: Pl ease wait
for few mnutes. Secretary is calling for
attorney. Sorry for that. Thank you, Dr.
Sanghvi, for pointing attorney.

MR. HALL: M. Chairman, she's com ng
ri ght now.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Thank you so
much. Appreciate it and thank you city. Ckay.
Approval of agenda. Any changes? Any
nodi fications? Looks |ike none. Public remarks?
This is the tine to speak up any public remarks
around these public hearings. Looks |ike none.
Thank you. And today we have two cases. Once |
call your case, please cone to the podium Tel
your first and last nane clearly for our
secretary. And if you're not an attorney, you
need to take a pledge fromthe secretary. And we
have two cases. The case nunber today is
PZ25- 0004 (Sheryl Madden) 46130 West Park Drive,
on West Park Drive, north of West Road, Parcel.

Page 5

50- 22- 04-451-009. The applicant is requesting variances

fromthe Cty of Novi Zoning Odinance Section 4.19.E. v

to allow 2,952 sq ft aggregate total for accessory

structures (2,500 sq ft allowed, variance of 452 sq ft).
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This property is zoned Residential Acreage (R-A).
Please tell your first and |last nane clearly for our
secretary.

M5. MADDEN: Yes, sir. |'m Sheryl
Madden.

MEMBER LONGO:  Coul d you spell your
first and | ast nane, please?

M5. MADDEN: S-HE-RY-L, MA-D-D E-N

MEMBER LONGO. Sheryl, are you an
att or ney?

M5. MADDEN. No, | am not.

MEMBER LONGO. Do you pronise to tel
the truth in this case?

M5. MADDEN: | do.

MEMBER LONGO. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA: Pl ease go
ahead, Sheryl, where we can help you tonight on
this case pl ease.

M5. MADDEN: Thank you. Good evening
"' mthe honmeowner of the property |ocated at 46130
West Park Drive and |' m applying for a di nensional
variance for a hone zone as a residential acreage
so that | may install a shed neasuring 16-by-12
feet, which is less than 200 square feet, in order

to store our yard and snow equi pnent. W have a
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vast nunber of tools, which are required to

mai ntain a property of this size, which neasures
2.72 acres. And for perspective, the lot is

| arger than the size of two football fields. The
total variance requested is 452 square feet
allow ng 2,952 square feet of total accessory
space for the property. As you can see, the hone
is set back fromthe road approxi mately 200 and
300 feet, which places the majority of the
property in the front yard from a mai nt enance

per specti ve.

The proposed accessory structure wll
be | ocated in the backyard as shown here. From
this photo you can see that the structure cannot
be seen fromthe road. The structure al so cannot
be seen by the neighbors or the adjacent
nei ghbor hood due to tree coverage as well as a
privacy fence.

Here's a picture of the proposed
| ocation frominside the yard. The practica
difficulty we're experiencing is have to store all
of our lawn and snow equi pnent. For instance, we
have two snowbl owers, a riding nower, a push
mower, a wood chi pper, and the |list goes on and on

as to the anount of equi pnent that we have. W
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prefer to have to dedi cated space inside a

structure to keep the equi pnent out of the natural
el enents.

Here's a picture of the proposed
structure, which we'll try to coordinate to match
our existing honme. W're a standal one hone and
not part of a honeowners association. However, we
have obtai ned col |l ective support of our neighbors
who understand what we do for our property to keep
it looking well maintained for themto view as
wel | .

So | thank you for your consideration,
and |'m happy to answer any questions you nay
have.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Thank you,
Sheryl. Appreciate your presentation. The roof
structure, before we go, fromthe city.

MR. HALL: M. Chairman. Yes. She's
asking for an aggregate variance. So they're
allowed to have for this property 2,500 square
feet of aggregate accessory structures. So she'll
be asking for a 452 square foot variance toni ght
to the aggregate. She wll have -- she'll end up
W th two accessory structures, which is fine for

what she wants to do, so that's fine. | believe
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the height of it was 11'3" to the height of the

peak, which is also fine for the ordi nance.

| do have a question for you. On
the -- you showed the one that showed the two
fences where you're going to put it. Are the
fences on the property |ine?

MS. MADDEN: The fences are not on the
property line. There is easenent, and our
property is actually on the other side of the --

MR. HALL: So it's inside your
property?

MS. MADDEN: Correct. [It's inside our
property line. Absolutely.

MR HALL: And then | think I saw a
graphic, you said you're going to be six foot off
the fence in both directions for the --

M5. MADDEN: We will be ten feet off
t he house and six feet off the fence. Correct.

MR. HALL: So it has to be a m ni num of
six feet to the fence.

M5. MADDEN: It will be nore than that.
Yes.

MR. HALL: In which case we're al
good. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you,
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Alan. | appreciate. Public remarks. Public

hearing. Anybody would |i ke speak on this case?
Looks |ike none. GCkay. Fromthe secretary,
cor respondence?

MEMBER LONGO Yes. We mailed out 20
noti ces about this and we had none returned.
There were no objections and no approvals.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you.
Before going to the Board I'd like to ask a
guestion. |Is the roof, is it matching the current
r oof ?

M5. MADDEN. | have spoken with the
M chi gan Storage Barns, which we hope to purchase
from and they said that they can try to match the
shi ngling, so.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Ckay. Yeah
t hank you. And | don't have any further
guestions. And open to the Board. Please go
ahead. Anybody would Iike to speak on this case?
Dr. Sanghvi .

MEMBER SANGHVI :  You have a very fanous
| ast nane.

M5. MADDEN: Thank you.

MEMBER SANGHVI: | cane and visited

your property |last week. |It's alnost like -- how
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many acres have you got ?

M5. MADDEN:. 2. 72.

MEMBER SANGHVI: So no wonder it is so
huge to cone inside. Main thing | really wanted
to congratulate you. | haven't seen such a
beautiful application that you have prepared, and
|*ve been on this Board for about 20 years. So
it's one of the best applications you have created
for this job.

M5. MADDEN. Thank you very nuch.

MEMBER SANGHVI: | can see why you need
a big shed there to keep all your equi pnent,
tractor, all kinds of things for snow renoval and
all that. So | have no problemin supporting your
application. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Gkay. Thank
you, Dr. Sanghvi. M chael Thonpson.

MEMBER THOWPSON: What kind of floor
are you going to have?

M5. MADDEN: It's going to be concrete
floor, four inches, three to four inches is what's
required. And then below that will be crushed
st one.

MEMBER THOWPSON: Does the fire

departnent have -- put any kind of stuff with --
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the reason | ask, with outdoor equipnent it al
has gas.

MR. HALL: They're okay as long as it
of fsets of the property line. So six foot they'll
be fine wwth. And then you are going to store gas
in there, is that correct?

M5. MADDEN. Gas will be within the
equi pnrent itself. So we don't have to store the
actual tanks in there, but we can -- certainly the
nowers are going to have gasoline in them

MR. HALL: So that would be fine. It
woul d be storing a I ot of gas |ike tanks and t hat
woul d be a problem | believe the code does
govern that, and so does the fire code of how nuch
that is, but I don't see that you' re saying that.
So | don't think that's an issue.

MEMBER THOMPSON: That's it.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Thank you,
Menber Thonpson. Joe?

MEMBER SAMONA: Besi des the garage,
what's the other accessory structure?

M5. MADDEN: There's an outbuil ding on
the property.

MEMBER SAMONA: There's an out buil di ng

on the property. | drove by the property as well

]
SV NI NR SIS NVNISISY-N\\\[ei =l hansonreporting.com
|| B Il | courr RerorTERS & VioED 313.567.8100



© 00 N oo o A~ W N PP

N NN N NN P P P R R PR R P,k
o A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

03/ 11/ 2025 Page 13

over the weekend. | really like howit's well

mani cured, and | join Dr. Sanghvi in saying that,
you know, the application is very well put
together. Although it's nice to have applications
wel | put together. That way it nmakes it clear and
conci se what you're asking for, where things are
going so we definitely appreciate that. And | as
wel | woul dn't have any issue with this.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  From t he
city, Alan?

MR. HALL: Yeah. |[|'dlike to clarify
your question. So they do have an accessory
structure. Also the attached garage is al so
consi dered as an attached accessory. So you're
allowed to have two detached accessories and one
attached, and they have the attached. So the
total variance will be asking to adding all of
t hem woul d be 452 square feet. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Thank you.
Ckay. Linda?

MEMBER KRI EGER: So the garage is
attached or not attached?

M5. MADDEN:. We have an attached garage
and then we have a detached out buil di ng.

MEMBER KRI EGER: Okay. Thank you.
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03/ 11/ 2025 Page 14
CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Ckay. Any

ot her board nenber? Looks Iike none. Linda, can
you nmake a notion, please.

MEMBER KRI EGER: | nobve that we grant
the variance in Case No. PZ25-0004 sought by
Sheryl Madden for 46130 West Park Drive.
Because Petitioner has shown practical difficulty
requiring a 452 Sq Ft variance for a 2952 aggregate
variance and she is on 2.72 acres. Wthout the variance
the Petitioner will be unreasonably prevented or |imted
with respect to the use of the property because of the
requi rement for manicuring and maintaining the property.
And the placenent of the accessory structure will be as
she stated that it will not cause interference with
nei ghbors. The property is unique because of its
pl acenent of the house further back fromthe road. The
Petitioner did not create the condition because it's not
asplit lot. The relief granted will not unreasonably
interfere with adjacent or surroundi ng properties
because of fencing to the north and the placenent of the
house and the intended placenent of the accessory
structure. The relief is consistent with the spirit and
I ntent of the ordinance because it is a reasonable
Request .

MEMBER SANGHVI: Second.
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CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you.
Thank you Dr. Sanghvi and Dr. -- sorry, Linda.
Rol| call, please.

M5. FLETCHER: Chair person Peddi boyi na?

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Yes, nma'am

M5. FLETCHER: Menber Sanghvi ?

MEMBER SANGHVI @ Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: Menber Thonpson?

MEMBER THOWMPSON:  Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: Menber Mont ague?

MEMBER MONTAGUE:  Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: Menber Longo?

MEMBER LONGO  Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: Menber Krieger?

MEMBER KRl EGER:  Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: Menber Sanobna?

MEMBER SAMONA:  Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: Thank you. NMotion
carri es.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Thank you,
Sheryl. Good luck and congratul ati ons.

M5. MADDEN: Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA: Okay. The
final case tonight PZ25-0005 (Ori Hal pert) 130

Buffington Drive, south of South Lake Drive, east
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of West Park Drive, Parcel 50-22-03-331-007. The
applicant is requesting variances fromOCity of
Novi Zoni ng Ordi nance Section 3.1.5 for a side
yard setback of 5 ft (10 ft required, variance of
5 ft); for a side yard aggregate total of 15 ft
(25 ft required, variance of 10 ft); for a front
yard setback of 24 ft (30 ft required, variance of
6 ft) This variance woul d accomodate the buil di ng
of a new hone. This property is zoned One-Fam |y
Residential (R-4). |1s applicant present? Pl ease
come up to the podium and spell your first and
| ast nanme clearly. And if you're not an attorney
you need take an oath from secretary.

MR. HALPERT: My nane is Ori Hal pert.

MEMBER LONGO. Coul d you spell your
name for us, please.

MR HALPERT: ORI, HAL-P-E-RT.

MEMBER LONGO. Are you an attorney?

MR, HALPERT: No.

MEMBER LONGO. Do you promise to tel
the truth in this case?

MR. HALPERT: Yes.

MEMBER LONGO:  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  kay. Pl ease

go ahead and expl ain your situation where we can
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hel p you tonight on this case.

MR. HALPERT: So first | wll say that
my architect couldn't cone here because he had a
situation and is in recovery, so I'll try to do ny
best here. |I'mthe property owner. So what we're
asking, the property is 40 feet wde. And, of
course, the side yard requires 25. So what we are
asking is for be a variance of five foot on one
side and ten on the other, so total of 15. So
i nstead of 25 we are asking for 15. And then on
the front we're asking for a variance of six foot
because it's required 30, and we're asking for a
front yard setback of 24. And that's it.

The one thing | want to nention,
because we still have the city cooment. So on the
right -- on the side where we have the ten foot,
we woul d do an eight foot driveway and a three
foot for |andscaping because the city said it's
required. So one foot, 23 foot instead 24. So
that woul d neet the requirenent for eight foot
dri veway and a three foot |andscapi ng basically.
So we woul d do that.

And regardi ng the garage, the city al so
said the backyard need a six foot variance and we

have just three. So we will renove it fromthe
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pl ans now and maybe we wi Il maybe submt at a

| ater nmeeting or sonething for the garage after we
deci de what exactly we're going to do. Because if
we take like six foot fromthe back.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Any ot her
thing you would Iike to add?

MR HALPERT: No. O course if there
i S questions.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Ckay. Thank
you. Fromthe city?

MR. HALL: Thank you, M. Chairman. Do
you have a graphic that shows your site plan?

MR. HALPERT: The what?

MR. HALL: Do you have a graphic that
shows your site plan you can put up on the screen
SO we can see it?

MR. HALPERT: | thought we sent it to
the city. | didn't bring it with ne.

MR. HALL: She's going to hel p you.

MR. HALPERT: So on the right side you
can see that's the ten foot, and the left side is
five foot.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Can you poi nt
your finger on there on the screen and show five

feet for the audi ence al so?
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MR. HALPERT: \What is that?

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  You can poi nt
to the screen, please, so that everybody can see
what you' re asking.

MR. HALPERT: So that side would be ten
foot on that side, and the other side would be
five, so a total of 15 instead of 25. And that's
what we're asking. Wat | said earlier that the
ten foot, the wdth of the house is 24 so we would
shrink it to 23, so it's allowable three foot for
the driveway and the three foot |andscapi ng.

MR. HALL: So | have sone questions.

So this plan that you've provided, has that been
designed by a civil engineering where the iron is
actually found? So is the plan you' re show ng
accur ate?

MR. HALPERT: Yeah. So we had survey
on the property. And then we spoke with the city,
told us get us just a floor -- sorry. Not a floor
pl an, so the board can see what we're talking
about. And after that, we'll have the actua
pl ans inside and everything. But that would be
the size of the house.

MR HALL: So it's accurate, because

it's very tight. So | just want to nmake sure.

]
SV NI NR SIS NVNISISY-N\\\[ei =l hansonreporting.com
|| B Il | courr RerorTERS & VioED 313.567.8100

Page 19



© 00 N oo o A~ W N PP

N NN N NN P P P R R PR R P,k
o A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

03/ 11/ 2025 Page 20

MR. HALPERT: It's after a survey and
everyt hing by engi neer.

MR. HALL: Ckay. So he's asking for
three variances tonight. One is for a six foot
front yard setback variance. So he's in the front
yard setback. Two is going to be a five yard side
yard setback variance. And just as a cautionary
note, anything that the building is closer to five
feet to the property line, wall has to be fire
rated, so it's going to limt the openings like
wi hdows and things on that wall. So right now,
you're five feet, so you're okay. Actually, |
think you're 5°6". It looks like it's 5 0." But
if you re closer to five feet, the building code's
going to require that to be a fire rated wall and
you won't be having any wi ndows on that side as a
cauti on.

And then he needs anot her variance for
a ten foot aggregate for a total variance on both
sides. So three variances tonight. | do have a
guestion about the ten foot side. So the
accessory garage in the back, you're going to use
that for a garage like for cars, or for what's
your purpose?

MR. HALPERT: That was the plan. Yeah.
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MR. HALL: So the intention is to drive
a vehicle in that ten foot space, now 11 foot if
you deci de to nake your house --

MR. HALPERT: W want it to be eight
foot.

MR, HALL: GCkay. So just as a
cautionary thing, we'd have to have three foot
mninmmifromthe property line to the edge of
concrete for that, for a swale to get drai nage
t hrough there. So that woul d make you down to
seven feet or eight foot width. It's exactly
right to the house. So you probably want to have
alittle distance off your house. So anything
| ess than ten feet would have to go to the Board
of Appeal s because of the width of the driveway
just as a note.

So the accessory garage can't be | ooked
at today because it's -- right nowit's because
you need variances for that. But you said you can
nove the accessory garage to a point where you
don't need any variances, is that correct?

MR. HALPERT: Yes. So when we resubmt
the plans for approval, we wll renove the garage
at this point.

MR HALL: So we have a concern about
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just how cl ose when you bring it down there's an
angle in the back, so you're going to follow that
six foot off the property line in the back.

You' re going push it down so it's six foot off the
ot her property line, it's going to cone down sone.
The apron in front of that garage is going to have
to have your cars, so as they cone in fromthe
side, they have to get in geonetrically.

The Board coul d ask for another draw ng
to show the driveway, the actual width of the
house that you want it to be and how that | ooks.
You could do that and have it ready for the next
nmeeting if you wish. | just wanted to say that so
you don't -- if you have questions on that, | want
to see nore detail on that because there are other
boards you have to do if it's going to be |ess
than ten feet for a driveway.

MR. HALPERT: Question. |If we're
novi ng the garage so for the building permt that
we submtted, so that's fine.

MR. HALL: Right now it hasn't been
advertised for any variances for any accessory
structure, so it has to be noved. It can't be
that close to the property line right now Now,

if you wwsh to keep it there, you can cone back
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and do a variance for those. But right now the

Board can't look at that in ternms of where it has
to nove, if that nakes sense.

| mean there's a fence on the existing
property line now fromthe neighbor, so it's very
ti ght between the house and that fence. So that's
just a caution there.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you,
Alan. Appreciate it. Fromthe secretary?

MEMBER LONGO: W nmiled out 31
notices, one was returned. There were two
obj ections and two approvals. The two objections,
one of themwas from Gerald and Loretta Montes.
Any structure within five feet | assume on their
si de woul d be dangerously cl ose, especially with
the fireplace structure near the lot line. They
al so say the elevation of the lot is 933.7, 7/10,
and we are at 933 and 8/10. Any backfill on the
40 foot lot will cause flooding to us. The other
obj ection was lot too small and drai nage i ssues.
That was from Margaret Val ez.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Thank you.
So public, anybody would like to speak on this
case? Please cone to the podium Spell your

first and | ast nanme clearly.
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MR. MONTES: Hello. M nane is Gerald
Mont es.

MEMBER LONGO. CGeral d, please spel
your first and | ast nane.

MR MONTES: GERA-L-D last nane is
MONT-ES

MEMBER LONGO. Gerald, are you an
attor ney?

MR. MONTES: No.

MEMBER LONGO. Do you pronise to tel
the truth in this case?

MR. MONTES: Yes, | do.

MEMBER LONGO  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA: Pl ease go
ahead.

MR. MONTES: |'mthe house at 130
Buf fington, and | have a plan here fromthe
existing hone if | could submt it.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA: Pl ease go
ahead.

MR. MONTES: This is ny hone here, and
this is the six feet between ny hone and the
fence, the existing fence now. The previous
structure, which was at 130 was 11.5 feet fromthe

fence line to that structure. The garage area
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that was in the back was six feet away. So

basically between ny six feet and the 11.5, there
was al nost 18 feet between the houses, which was
safe for structural fires or any damage that could
cone.

Now, if you only knock that down to
five feet and then it's six feet fromny house,
that's only 11 feet. 11 feet with a variance of
five feet on lot 130 up against nmy fence is really
going to narrow the size of the safe distance
bet ween honmes. All of the hones on Buffington
Street, if you're famliar with that area out
there, we have anywhere from 16 to 20 feet between
every home, which is a safe distance for fire or
energencies. |I'mjust finding the fact that a
five foot variance on the north side, which would
be right here, would infringe on ny property. And
as stated by the gentl eman, any type of backfill
or elevation increase in that area, the backfil

up agai nst the house and foundation, would create

a flooded area into ny property. | prefer that
t he house nove -- | don't want to accept the
variance on the north side. | don't have an

objection to his variance fromthe road to the

house. The reason you probably wonder why, ny
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house sits 70 feet back, the elderly |ady that
lived at 130 Buffington had one small w ndow on
the side of her house, and she asked ne when |
built ny house, could you please nove it back. |
sit there and drink ny coffee. | |ook at the
| ake. So that's why ny house sits back so far. |
was bei ng nei ghborly.

| just believe that the five foot
vari ance woul d be an infringenment on my property
and al so a safety hazard to nmy property in case of
fire. Every other house on the street there's 20
feet, ten feet, ten feet, 20 feet between hones.
One house sonebody requested for a variance at 130
Buffington, it's a 40 foot lot. It's really too
narrow to build anything on it and have any ki nd
of swal e process done to it after the building to
maybe nove water, or the house itself is a
pre-exi sting house as you can see here was 11
feet. So when | requested a variance to build
this honme 50 years ago, the reason they gave ne
t he variance is because the house next door was 11
and a half feet, and with ny six feet, that
created an 18 foot separation between the two
houses. So | would like to naintain that, and |'m

requesting that the variance on the north side not
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be granted. That's all | have to say. Thank you

much.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you so

MEMBER LONGO. You're at 128.

MR, MONTES: Yes.

MEMBER LONGO And he's at 130.

MR. MONTES: Yes.

MEMBER LONGO: So that's a ten foot

vari ance on that side, not a five foot.

showed,

MR. MONTES: |s that what the picture

the ten foot variance? |Is that the

driveway side?

MEMBER LONGO:  Yes.
MR. MONTES: GCkay. | didn't see that.

The ten foot variance would be on the north side.

MEMBER KRI EGER: Correct.
MR. MONTES: |Is that correct? Ckay.

don't have a problemwth it if it's going to be

ten feet on that side and | have a ten foot

vari ance between the house and ny fence where the

driveway is going to be and then that creates a

saf e di

stance between the two properties, | have

no objecti on.

much.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Thank you so

Any ot her audi ence? Any other audience
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would li ke to speak, this is the tinme. Ckay.

Looks i ke none. GCkay. |It's open to the board.
Ckay, Joe.

MEMBER SAMONA: Yes. Couple of things
really. This is a tough predi canent because as a
Realtor | see these types of properties all the
time, and I'mfamliar with that street, but | see
it nore so, a lot of themin Birm ngham where the
single wide lots are about 40 feet wi de. However,
one of the questions that | have, and this may be
a question for Alan, nmay be a question for the
city attorney here today, is if we granted the
variance on the side, are we granting it as -- are
we granting the ten foot variance requested, or
are we granting that has to be no |l ess than five
feet setback fromone side and no |less than ten
fromthe other side? Because hypothetically
speaking, again, this is a what if he decided to
go right in the mddle and it was seven and a half
on both sides?

MR. HALL: So to answer your question,
he's asking for two variances. One is the
aggregate, which is the ten foot between the two
15 foot both the aggregate, he's asking for a

vari ance on the side of the hone too. So to
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answer your question, if you approve the variances

the way they stand, he couldn't nove the house.
It have to be | ocked in.

Now, there nmay be a question about
drai nage | heard. There m ght be sone other
guestions how the driveway is going to act and
where the accessory structure is going to be. You
can ask for that information at a separate
neeting. You can say |'d |ike to see how this
drai nage is going to work and ask for nore
information if you'd like to add to that. So
because you're asking if you approve it, howis it
going to lock in. So right now the drawi ngs are
| evel, which is understandable. He's trying to
get to a certain part to make a deci sion here.
But if we can't nmake a decision as a board and you
need nore information, you can ask for that.

VMEMBER SAMONA: My nat ur al
inclination -- like | said, I'mfamliar with
t hese properties. However, this is relatively
especially narrow. And I don't know if we can do
this. I'mgoing to wait to hear fromthe other
board nenbers. M inclinationis to, if we can,
table this to see where the drainage is going to

go, you know, and how that's going to work out,
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unl ess that's not necessarily reconmended, if you

will.

MR. HALL: That's the board's
prerogative.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you,
Joe.

MR. HALPERT: Regarding the drainage,
so it's kind of a process because | need to know
where the house is sitting and then | can go to ny
engi neers and ask themto prepare |ike the
drai nage plan, right? Like they can do a drainage
pl an, but then if the board will approve a
different type of house, that's a different
vari ance or sonething, so that we need to change
the drainage. If I'mwong here, but | think
that's howit's going to work. Like |I can go back
to the engineer and tell himhey, that's the site
plan. That's how we're going to build the house,
they need to plan like the drainage and show it on
t he pl ans.

MR. HALL: Through the Chairman, can
answer that?

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA: Pl ease go
ahead.

MR HALL: So if the board doesn't have
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enough information to nmake a determ nation for

vari ances, they can ask for nore. |If you could
present toni ght enough information they can nake
the determ nation, they can do that. So the
actual configuration of the house and how it |ays
out if it has to be nore information, maybe it is
a good idea to table to understand where the
design paraneters really are for that driveway and
how t hat works with the accessory garage. But the
requirement, that's only if the board wi shes to do
so they can nake a determi nation tonight. That
makes sense. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Bef ore goi ng
to the board, as Joe said, for the board, |I'm
asking the board nenbers, do you want to table
this case, or do you want nore questions and
answer s?

MEMBER SAMONA: | think there's nore
information that would be beneficial in order for
us to better serve not only the property owner but
the community surrounding himto table this. And
that's not -- that's not necessarily -- that's not
a bad thing, necessarily, we just want to nmake the
best decision for you. W don't want to drag it

on, but we want to nake the best decision not only
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for you, but also in accordance with what we have
presented to us.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you,
Joe.

MR. HALPERT: My architect is watching
the commttee. He text nme. He said that the
drainage will travel down the driveway and woul d
be swale it around the other side of the house.
That's for the drai nage questi on.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Go ahead.

MEMBER MONTAGUE: Joe, | think we need
to see sone additional information. | think it's
going to serve you well because you don't want to
get turned down because we don't feel |ike we have
enough. So if you could cone back with the
driveway | ayout, your 11 foot shown, the structure
on the back where it really neets, if it's going
to neet and don't need another variance and show
us sonme contours for that drainage, | think you'l
have a better chance. | think tonight you wll
not have a very good chance in ny m nd.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Thank you,
dift Montague. Dr. Sanghvi.

MEMBER SANGHVI: | cane and saw your

pl ace | ast week. | had a hard tine to do a u-turn
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in that narrow street to get out of here. And

when | saw your place, | think you' re a brave nman
to have a lot like that to build a house on it
wth two big trees, one on the side yard here,

next to your property, | think, and the one in the
right back. And you're going to get rid of those
trees, right?

MR HALPERT: So all the trees, the one
in the back fromto --

MEMBER SANGHVI: That tree in that
house, there is no place to put your wall there.
It's a difficult situation all around.
understand that. And | know that for many years
there's always been a problemin that area. Most
of those roads were not designed to build a house,
they were all designed for cabins in the old days.
| f you go on the west side, the other side opens
up and you are too close on the north side. |
don't know which is the correct way of doing it.
It is up to you to decide. You heard what
everybody's saying. | personally don't believe
putting off decisions because |I'ma surgeon. |
like to decide the tine to do it and do it well.
First tinme is the best tine.

MEMBER LONGO: This isn't surgery.

]
SV NI NR SIS NVNISISY-N\\\[ei =l hansonreporting.com
|| B Il | courr RerorTERS & VioED 313.567.8100

Page 33



© 00 N oo o A~ W N PP

N NN N NN P P P R R PR R P,k
o A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

03/ 11/ 2025 Page 34

MEMBER SANGHVI: My suggestion will be
to come to sone understanding right now i nstead of
postponing it later on and do it. So it's up to
you. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you,

Dr. Sanghvi. Dr. Sanghvi, | really appreciate you
driving at this age and in winter and rai ny season
you physically go | ook at the property, and I
really thank you for that. Gkay. Linda, you have
a question, please?

MEMBER KRI EGER: Yep. On the fence
side, on the south of the line of trees there, are
you going to renove then?

MR HALPERT: So if | renenber
correctly I have a tree on the back inside our
property line.

MEMBER KRI EGER: Right. There's a tree
in the mddle and it seens |like the house is going
to be -- there's the garage and then the house and
then it would be in the mddle, | suppose, that
you coul d keep that tree in the m ddl e?

MR. HALPERT: So the one in the back we
plan to keep. The one inside we need to see how
it's sitting with the plan. | don't renenber.

MEMBER KRI EGER: And then the garage, |
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guess you're wanting us to postpone that, and then

you don't have the interiors figured out. And
then there is the issue of the drainage. So if
you have your |aundry, you know, what side is that
going to be comng out of for the air to cone out,
bedroons, living room kitchen and drai nage and
then the swale that the best thing to do would be
like we're all saying is to table it, cone back,
have your interior figured out, have the swal e,
figured out, where's the water going to go so it
accommodat es your honme. But al so takes care of
t he nei ghbors as well that they're not going to
have water in their basenent. And then figure out
with the garage with the city so you can have your
entire plan, here it is, and no nore worries.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Thank you,
Linda. See, the thing is, again, com ng back, you
want to keep this case to postpone or how you
want ? The board nenbers can help ne on that.

MEMBER LONGO. | think we should
postpone it until we see the drainage information.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Ckay.

MEMBER LONGO: And | neke a notion.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Before going

to notion, any other board nenbers? Fromthe
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city?

MR. HALL: | do want to nention just a
| guess rudinmentary kind of things. |If you cone
back with a different plan and there's different
vari ances required because it's very specific in
nature, the exact variances, so if you do shrink
your house and you have a | esser variance, you
need to repost that. So you'd have to pay an
additional fee to repost the ZBA hearing for next
time.

MEMBER KRIEGER: If it's |esser or
nor e?

MR. HALPERT: For you're tal king about
for the ten foot?

MR. HALL: You're asking for nore.

Ri ght.

MR. HALPERT: The house will be
smal | er.

MR. HALL: Right. Rght. Soif it's
going to be a different variance, | don't know

what that is yet. But as you |ook at that, if
there's a difference, tighter, whatever it is, you
may have to republish it, all right? So if it's a
worse thing. So | just want to put that on the

record.
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CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Ckay.

Secretary Sarah?

M5. FLETCHER: This would be the tine
if we do republish it to add the garage. That
way, it's under one submttal. But that would
all ow you the option to put those dinensions and
ask for a different variance for the garage should
you need one.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Ckay. Joe,
you have a question?

MEMBER SAMONA:  Yes. Alan, just to be
clear, if he's asking for a ten foot variance now
and we table this and he cones back and he wants
to ask for an eight foot variance, that's what you
were referencing that he'd have to pay a new fee?

MR. HALL: That's correct. |If it's
worse. So if he -- |ike what he's saying right
now - -

MEMBER SAMONA:  Ch, if it's worse.

MR. HALL: So it's 11 foot variance,
that's fine, because you're actually advertising
for a ten. So that's okay. That's actually a
| esser variance. |If he cones back and wants it
tighter, that has to be re-sent out and publi shed

again. So what Sarah just nentioned too that if
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t he accessory garage wants to stay where it is,

then that needs to be published. He may nove it
down |ike we suggest, but that's -- this is the
time to do it all. If we're going to do that,
then we've got to republish for anything that's
not part of the specific arrangenents that are
gi ven.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you. |
appreciate. And M. Oi, do you want to table
this because of the couple of things that are
going on? | would like to call for this notion
for Linda.

MEMBER KRI EGER:  Sure. For Case No.
PZ25- 0005 for Ori Hal pert on 130 Buffington Drive,
| nove to table this until the April 8th neeting
next nonth.

MEMBER SAMONA: Before we nake a
second, | apologize. | don't want to step over
anyone's feet. Although he is the petitioner
technically fromwhat |I'mreadi ng, the owner of
record is &S Investnents, LLC. So we are tabling
t he discussion for the -- for this, not
necessarily just for the person presenting it to
us, correct?

V5. SHORTLEY: Correct.
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MEMBER KRI EGER  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Joel | en?

M5. SHORTLEY: | just would like to
make a correction to the notion. You want to
post pone until their next neeting. |If you're
tabling it, then you have to do a notion to take
it off the table when you bring it forward. So
you' re postponing it until your next neeting or
until such tine as he submts new plants.

MEMBER KRI EGER: Do you think April is
enough for you?

MR HALPERT: Yeah.

MEMBER KRI EGER: So postpone until the
April nmeeting.

MR. HALPERT: A qui ck question about
the garage add to the variance. O course be |ess
than what it is now, but we need to submt another
one, or it's just --

MR. HALL: To clarify, if you | eave the
garage where it is, that needs variances. |f you
nove the garage over so you're six foot fromthe
property lines, then you don't need a vari ance.
When you start |ooking at the configuration in the
driveway and the apron to get there, you nmay want

t hat variance, but that has to be published. So
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then you have to go pay nore fee to do that. |If

you just nove it over and you keep these
vari ances, then there's no need for any fees.
Does that make sense?

MR, HALPERT: Yep.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Okay. Thank
you so nuch

MR. HALPERT: Thank you

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  That is the
final tonight. And we have other matters?

MEMBER SAMONA: | second.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you.
Roll call, please.

MS. FLETCHER  Menber Sanobna?

MEMBER SAMONA:  Yes.

M5. FLETCHER  Menber Krieger?

MEMBER KRI EGER  Yes.

M5. FLETCHER  Menmber Longo?

MEMBER LONGO.  Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: Menber Mont ague?

MEMBER MONTAGUE:  Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: Menber Thonpson?

MEMBER THOMPSON:  Yes.

M5. FLETCHER  Menber Sanghvi ?

MEMBER SANGHVI @ Yes.
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M5. FLETCHER: And Chai r person
Peddi boyi na?

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Yes, nmm'am

M5. FLETCHER: Thank you. Motion
carries.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Okay. Thank
you so nuch. W are set and we have ot her
matters. Today we have other matters to appoint a
new board -- okay. |'ve got the Chairperson. Wo
wants to be?

M5. FLETCHER: Excuse ne, Chairperson.
Didn't you nention in the |ast neeting that we
were going to be doing this at the April 8th
neeting? If you want you can do it now.

MEMBER SAMONA:  Should we do it now or
do you guys want to wait until April in case the
full board is here. That way in case the other,
M. Butler, is here because I'mthe alternate. |
don't know how that would work out as far as a
vote, if you will. So just in case everybody is
here in April.

M5. FLETCHER: There's still
technically a quorum

MEMBER KRI EGER: Chair, Vice Chair and

Secretary, and it's supposed to rotate through,
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and then go fromthere.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Okay. Who
wants to be Chair?

MEMBER KRIEGER: So it woul d be Vice

Chair. So it would be dift unless he doesn't

want - -
CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Anybody - -
MEMBER KRIEGER: Do we need to do a
roll call vote on that or all in favor?

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Anybody have
any objection or anything?

MS. FLETCHER  You have to nom nate
sonebody. They have to accept and everyone has to
agree on it.

MEMBER KRIEGER: | nomnate Cift
Mont ague to be Chair.

MEMBER MONTAGUE: | accept.

M5. FLETCHER: Al in favor?

MEMBER LONGO | nom nate Joe as the
Vice Chair.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  And over the
secretary | nomnate --

MEMBER LONGO:  Anybody want to be
secretary?

M5. FLETCHER: And then all in favor?
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MEMBER LONGO. | accept.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA: Al in favor?
THE BQOARD: Aye.
CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Any changes?
Anybody say no? Thank you. Congratul ati on.
Thank you so nuch.

(The neeting was adjourned at 7:49 p.m)
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