REGULAR MEETING - ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
CITY OF NOVI
TUESDAY, November 10, 2020, 7:00 P.M.
VIRTUAL MEETING VIA ZOOM
BOARD MEMBERS:
Joe Peddiboyina, Chairperson
Linda Krieger
Siddharth Mav Sanghvi
Clift Montague
Ramesh Verma

Michael Thompson

ALSO PRESENT:
Elizabeth Saarela, City Attorney
Lawrence Butler, Comm. Development, Dep. Director
Katherine Opperman, Recording Secretary

Reported by:

Darlene K. May, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 N O O h~h W N P

=
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

11/10/2020

Novi,

Page 2

Michigan

Tuesday, November 10, 2020

7:00 p.-m.

CHAIRPERSON KRIEGER: Okay. Welcome to Novi

Zoning Board of Appeals. Today is Tuesday. The date

i1s November 10th, 2020. The time is 7:00 p.m.

Katherine, can you please call for the roll

call, please.

(No audio response.)
MEMBER SANGHVI: I don"t think she heard you.

MS. OPPERMAN: Yes. 1 was just replying to

another E-mail from an applicant.

excused.

Chairperson Peddiboyina?

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Yes.

MS. OPPERMAN: Member Krieger?

MEMBER KRIEGER: Here.

MS. OPPERMAN: (Audio dropped) -- Montague.
MEMBER MONTAGUE: Here.

MS. OPPERMAN: Member Longo will be absent,
Member Sanker will be absent excused.
Member Thompson?

MEMBER THOMPSON: Here.

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
313-962-1176
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MS. OPPERMAN: (Audio dropped) -- Verma?

(No audio response.)

MS. OPPERMAN: Is Member Verma present?

(No audio response.)

MS. OPPERMAN: 1"ve got that he"s logged in.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: He"s logged In?

MS. OPPERMAN: 1 see his name on the screen
but 1t doesn"t look like -- (audio dropped) -- video is
up -

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Member Verma, are
you there?

(No audio response.)

MEMBER SANGHVI: 1 don"t see him.

MR. BUTLER: 1t looks like he"s still trying
to connect.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Katherine, do you
have enough quorum apart from Mr. -- Member Verma?

MS. OPPERMAN: We do, yes.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: All right. Thank
you so much. Thank you for taking care.

All right. We have a board and enough for a
quorum. Public hearing format rules and conduct: As

usual, we don"t have a Pledge of Allegiance due to the

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
313-962-1176
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COVID and Zoom calls. And i1f you can have your phones
to be turned on vibrate mode so there"s no noise.

We have a public hearing. When each case is
called you can make remarks on, you know. Or you can
see on television at home and people can come and see.
There®s no podium. You"re only here on the Zoom call.
There i1s an overhead used to be, but now it i1s all a
Zoom call. And at home as well.

When the people come up onto the podium -- or
not the podium. On Zoom, your name should be clearly
mentioned for the recording secretary for record
purposes, very clearly. And i1f you"re not an attorney,
you have to be sworn by the secretary.

And the addenda, we have an agenda tonight.
We have almost 10 cases tonight. We have cases because
of last month we don"t have a meeting due to some
reasons. Other than that, today we have 10 cases.

And let"s go to the April of previous month
agenda. And i1s there anything to change or anything to
be added? Anybody wants to say anything to make a
motion for that?

MEMBER SANGHVI: 1 make a motion to approve

the agenda as presented.

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
313-962-1176
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MEMBER KRIEGER: Second.
CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Seconded.
And okay, any changes?
Nothing i1s there. Okay. Approved.
And say "aye"™ all in favor. If anybody wants

to say none, say ''no."

All in favor, "Aye'"?

THE BOARD: Aye.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Thank you. And we
have approval of the previous month agenda and approved
anonymously.

And public remarks, anyone have anything
apart from the agenda today, other than the cases?
And, you know, for the ZBA you can raise your hand on
the Zoom call and our secretary can see you, you know,
1T anything Is missing iIn the agenda for tonight. We
cannot add or remove once we start the agenda.

Anybody saying anything, Katherine? Are you
watching anybody raise their hand on the Zoom call?

MEMBER SANGHVI: I don"t see.

MS. OPPERMAN: No. No one has raised their
hand.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: And also public or

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
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anybody cannot take more than -- you know, a lot of
time. And also we have to once the case 1s moved on
anything, you cannot come back again to talk on the
Zoom call. That"s very important. Because due to we
have too many cases today and we have to -- be, you
know, make sure everybody with the, you know,
applicants talk, you know. Describe the way -- you
know, what they want and what they are looking. |
really appreciate i1t and we need cooperation 200
percent.

And apart for that and 1711 move for today"s
first case.

Katherine, can I move for the first case?
Any other things?

MEMBER SANGHVI: |1 think what about the
minutes?

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: 1I"m sorry, Member
Mav?

MEMBER SANGHVI: 1 think we have minutes of
August to be approved.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Yes. We approved
and you first and the second was Linda, the member.

MEMBER SANGHVI: Well, 1 just wanted to make

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
313-962-1176
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a comment about correction on August minutes. On page
16, line 20 1t says, "Sanghvi" but it should read
"Sanker." There"s the correction. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Okay. Make a
correction. And anybody wants to -- any objection on
the correction?

(No response.)

MEMBER SANGHVI: Nope.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Okay. Seeing none.
Anybody wants to on our previous agenda meeting I don"t
want to go back again. Please, all the members say aye
or say no, whatever you want and we"ll move to the
second time the motion on this.

MEMBER KRIEGER: For the minutes?

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Yes, ma“"am.

MEMBER KRIEGER: Aye.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Okay. Everybody?

THE BOARD: Aye.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Thank you so much.

And moving to the first case for tonight.

PZ20-0039 -- (interposing audio.)

I"m sorry, can you mute yourself, please.

1"11 go further back. PZ20-0039, Brian

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
313-962-1176
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Gabel, 1250 East Lake Drive, west of Novi Road and

south of Fourteen Mile Road, parcel number
50-22-02-151-016. The applicant iIs requesting variance
from the City of Novi zoning ordinance Section 3.1.5
and Section 3.6.2.m for a two-foot front yard setback,
30 feet required, variance of 28 feet; a three feet
rear yard setback, 35 and 25 feet required, variance of
32 and 22 feet; a side yard setback of 1.67 feet, 10
feet required, variance of 8.33 feet; and an aggregate
total side yard setback of 6.4 feet, 25 feet required,
required variance of 18.66 feet; and a proposed lot
coverage of 34 percent, 25 percent required, variance
of nine percent.

These variances accommodate building a new
home addition and deck. This property is zoned single
family residential, R-4.

Is the applicant present?

MR. GABEL: Yes, I am.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: If you can say your
first and last name and your address for our court
record for the secretary and say clearly.

And secretary can you take i1t on this one,

please, Katherine?

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
313-962-1176
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MS. OPPERMAN: Could you spell your name

aloud for our court reporter, please.

MR. GABEL: Sure. [I"m Brian Gabel. My last
name Is G-a-b-e-1 and I live at 1250 East Lake Drive 1In
Novi.

MS. OPPERMAN: Do you swear to tell the --
(audio dropped) -- case before you?

MR. GABEL: You cut out a little bit. If it
was to tell the truth, yes, 1 do.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Okay. Thank you,
Brian. Anybody apart from you? Anybody wants to speak
on this case today or are you the only one representing
this case?

MR. GABEL: My wife, Nicki, 1s here as well
and our architect, Gary Kwapis is online as well.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Can you ask them to
talk and they can, you know, be sworn for the court
record for our secretary? Whoever was talking.

MS. OPPERMAN: Will either of them be
planning on speaking on the case, Mr. Gabel?

MR. GABEL: Questions for Gary, i1If you have
them. So, he"s on.

MS. OPPERMAN: In that case, Gary, could you

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
313-962-1176
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please spell your name for our reporter and also to
tell - (audio dropped).

MR. KWAPIS: Yes, 1t's —-

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Katherine, 1 think
it looks like your voice 1s cutting down somehow.

MS. OPPERMAN: 1 will see what 1 can do
about that. But In the meantime, if you could,
Mr. Kwapis -- (audio dropped).

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Okay, thank you.

MR. GABEL: Did you want me to spell my name?

MS. OPPERMAN: Yes, please.

MR. GABEL: 1t"s on the screen right now,
G-a-r-y, K-w-a-p-1i-s.

MEMBER KRIEGER: Very good. So can you
proceed, Joe?

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Oh, Katherine is
there?

MS. OPPERMAN: 1"m here.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Okay, sounds good.
Please go ahead and present your case. What you want
from us and how we can help. And state clearly and you
can proceed, please.

MR. GABEL: Okay. Thank you. First off,

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
313-962-1176
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thank you guys very much for taking the time to

consider our request for dimensional variances. Our
primary reason for this home addition and renovation is
to create space for our family. Our young daughters
share a room and we"re planning for them to each have a
room as they get older. An added bedroom will allow us
to have bedrooms for each child and an office that will
get full-time use now and after the pandemic.

Currently our tiny kitchen does not fit two
people comfortably. Our current garage is from the
1930s. And since the floor is breaking up over an
underground well room, 1t is not possible to drive
vehicles 1in.

For the new design, the addition that
Gary Kwapis has designed fits in well with the existing
neighborhood, which is a mix of many styles and sizes.
This is the fourth house that Gary has designed on the
lake and all fit in beautifully and add value to the
neighborhood compared with the 20 plus homes on the
lake side of East Lake Drive In this area.

The size of our house after addition would be
by square footage significantly smaller than the

average home built or added onto iIn the last 20 years.

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
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We"ve provided the plans to all our neighbors adjacent
to our property as well as others and have discussed it
with many of them. The feedback we"ve received thus
far has been very positive while we"ve answered a few
questions and provided a few clarifications.

Why are we requesting dimensional variances?
Lots with Walled Lake frontage are very small relative
to today®"s standards, particularly along East Lake
Drive. Per the Michigan DNR, Walled Lake has the
highest density of lakefront homes in southeast
Michigan. All properties on the water along this
stretch of East Lake Drive would require or have
required variances to change the footprint at all since
they were established long before the setback
requirements.

Our lot"s triangular-shape creates
insurmountable challenges to siting a home within
required setbacks. We are asking for variances front
and back, side yard lot coverage and for the expanded
deck.

As you can see from our survey, our buildable
area i1s within setbacks -- or within the setbacks i1s a

small triangle mostly within our current house without

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
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addition. In other words, you could not build our
existing house today without all the same variances we
are asking for. Only the front yard setback i1s further
encroached by the proposed addition. With what"s
proposed, the garaged on the north side of the property
will be two feet closer to the road than today at 22
and a half feet. However, there are no homes to the
north side on the lake side of the road north of us.

To the south, five garages along this side of
the road sit within one feet of what is being proposed
and further down the road garages sit as close as
twelve and a half feet to the road.

In closing, we believe, and hope you"ll
agree, that the plans as drawn improve the property
significantly from the current home, adding both
aesthetic and real value to the neighborhood and that
the dimensional variances requested are reasonable and
necessary given the dimensional hardship that our lake
lot possesses. And I thank you very much for your time
tonight.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Thank you, Brian.

Is there anyone who would like to talk on

this case, Brian? Are you done with this today?

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
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MR. GABEL: 1I"m done. We have pictures, if

that helps. 1 know you guys have the survey and the
designs, but if you want to see any existing pictures
we can pull those up as well.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Yeah, If you can.
IT you can share your video.

(Photographs displayed.)

MR. GABEL: Sure. |1 guess | can quickly tell
you what you"re looking at here. Letter A there is the
back yard from the lake, from our dock. Letter B is
the existing garage that was built in 1930. Letter C
is a view looking from our garage southward along East
Lake Drive where you can see the other garages, which
would be in line or as close to the road as ours would
be. Then, finally, letter D that picture i1s -- looking
to the north you can see there are no houses on that
lake side. All the houses are on the other side of the
street.

And then just real quickly, E, F and G all
show an area where our expanded deck would be. And
what that goes over, if you look at G, that"s the
existing field stone wall that was built almost a

hundred years ago and all"s we"re asking for the deck

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
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addition, 1s to go up from there. We"re not getting
any closer to the water. We"re just expanding the
existing decks that there to go above that existing
stone foundation below there that is a patio currently.

And that"s all 1 have.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Thank you, Brian.

I appreciate you showing us your pictures and thank you
so much. And is there anyone else?

Seeing none. Then we can move to audience.
Is there anyone to speak regarding on this case on the
audience, please?

(Photos removed.)

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Katherine, are you
there? |1 mean, can you watch? Is anybody raising hand
for talking from the audience side?

MS. OPPERMAN: Yes. There®s no one raising
their hand at this time.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Thank you so much.
I appreciate it.

All right. Seeing none. From the City,
Larry, are you there?

MR. BUTLER: The only comment 1 have is this

hardship showing the limit of the dimensions of the

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
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lot, he"s well within those limits and the setbacks are
definitely worth noting due to the fact that he"s
trying to pretty much match what"s existing and to
approve so he has the room for it.

And just to let you know that we also
considered the deck, since he"s building 1t at the same
time he"s building the new home, 1t"s part of the new
home addition. So he did not require a separate
variance for that.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Thank you so much,
Larry.

And correspondence, our acting secretary,
Katherine, can you go ahead and put the correspondence,
please.

MS. OPPERMAN: Yes, of course. There were 26
letters sent -- (audio dropped) that were returned. We
received four approvals. First one i1s from Jamie and
Erica -- (audio dropped).

(Pause for court reporter clarification.)

MS. OPPERMAN: Two letters returned and four
approvals and zero objections, but I"1l summarize the

approvals right now. We have an approval from Groves

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
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family.

There®s also an approval from -- (audio
dropped). He has no objections on the request. He
thinks the plan will complement the neighborhood.

(Pause for court reporter clarification.)

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Okay. Thank you so
much, the applicant, Brian. You know, a nice
presentation. And you showed the discredities (ph) and
also the pictures, you took the pictures and you
mention, you know, very nicely.

And all the members and applicants, I really
apologize for this Zoom call up and down due to the
network issues. Please, please bear with us.

Apart from that, you know, Brian coming back
to your case. Yeah, you did an excellent with the
difficulty what you have. And also you showed the
pictures, a couple of them. And some of them, due to
the Zoom call, some of them might be, you know, tiny
pitchers looks like, but you did a good, excellent
homework. 1 appreciate for that.

And from my side, okay. [I*11 open to my
board and see how they can respond.

And, board members, i1t"s open for you and you

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
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can talk.

Okay. Mav, go ahead, please.

MEMBER SANGHVI: Thank you. Thank you,
Mr. Chair.

I came and visited this property almost four
weeks ago now and I was again there last week just to
double check. And every house in that area has been
built on such a small lot they all require all kind of
variances if they want to make any improvements iIn
those homes, and | have noticed this for over the last
20 years and this house is no exception.

My only comment was there are a couple of
trees iIn the front of the house and 1 don"t know what
they“re planning to do with them, if I remember
correctly. And beyond that, I have no difficulty iIn
supporting their application for renovating this home
and making i1t habitable for the whole family. Thank
you.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Thank you, Member
Mav . I appreciate, you know, the COVID situation.
Also, physically you are going to the location and 1
really appreciate on that.

Okay. And anybody in the board member,

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
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please, you can raise your hand by, you know, and
Katherine can see, the secretary.

MEMBER SANGHVI1: If nobody has any comment,
Mr. Chair, may 1 make a motion?

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: No. Before going
to motion, anybody wants to say, then we can move from
there, Member Mav. Give me one -- few minutes.

Any other member can speak, please?

MEMBER MONTAGUE: 1711 just say that, yes, I
support too. | went by and, obviously, it"s a
challenging lot and to make it livable, 1 think this is
a good solution.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Oh, thank you.
Thank you so much, Member Thompson.

Any other members would like to speak on this
case, please?

MEMBER KRIEGER: Yup. | also agree that the
presentation was excellent and just regarding the water
table. Since water rises and falls naturally, even
with everything. We"re regarding the back step -- or
the back lot yard setback from the ground versus the
water, 1s that something we have to mention iIn the

motion?

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
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MEMBER SANGHVI: I don"t know. |Is that a

question for the city attorney?

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Member Krieger,
you"re asking the question for the city attorney?

MEMBER KRIEGER: Yes. For the attorney, if
we have to mention that in the --

MS. SAARELA: So the question was where to
measure the setback from and 1 sent around some
correspondence because i1t"s not really defined in the
zoning ordinance, specifically. So what you have to
sort of look back on 1s how historically 1t"s been
interpreted and what would make 1t, you know, as far as
an interpretation of where to measure a setback on a
waterfront lot, how 1t would make sense.

So yes, you should mention prior to making
the motion for approval where you are measuring the
setback from, whether i1t"s from the platted line, from
the plat or from the water. From the water -- like
existing water table.

So what 1s suggested is that In order to be
consistent with how all ordinances are measured -- or
how all variances are measured on waterfront properties

iIs to interpret i1t to measure the setback from the

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
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platted lake line since that doesn"t change throughout
the year. You want to be able to measure from a
consistent location.

So that was the recommendation that we sent
around for discussions. So you would want to consider
that issue ahead of time. Where does it make sense to
master the setback from on the water side, make that
determination and then approve the variance.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Thank you, Beth. 1
appreciate your time.

MS. SAARELA: You"re welcome.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Okay. Any other
member who would like to speak on this case, please?

Seeing, none. Okay, let"s move. Member Mav,
you can go ahead and make a motion.

MEMBER SANGHVI: Mr. Chair, 1 would like to
make a motion --

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Thank you.

MEMBER SANGHVI: -- that we grant the
variances in the case number PZ20-0039 requested by
Brian Gabel of 1250 East Lake Drive in Novi, Michigan,
parcel number 50-22-02-151-016. Because the petitioner

has shown practical difficulty In his presentation

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
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requiring variances for the improvement in his home
and, as requested, setbacks as mentioned iIn the request
by the applicant.

And just to enumerate them again, 1 would
like to mention that the applicant Is requesting
variances from the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance,
Section 3.1.5 for a two-foot front yard setback, 30
feet required, a variance of three feet. A three-foot
rear yard setback, 35 feet required. And a variance of
a side yard setback of 1.67 feet, 10 feet required; and
aggregate total side yard setback of 6.4 feet, 20 feet
required and variance of 18.66; and a proposed lot
coverage of 34 percent, variance of nine percent
required.

These variances will accommodate the building
of this new home and i1ts additions. And this property
iIs zoned single family in the residential area. This
has been a nonconforming lot and home even before we
began, and 1t will be continuing as a nonconforming
property. But because of the size of the lot, which is
very small -- and most of the lots i1in this neighborhood
are very small, no changes or alterations or

improvement can be made without all these variances.

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
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This condition is not self-created and the
relief granted will not interfere with adjacent or
surrounding properties. Because, on the contrary, it
will enhance the ambience of this neighborhood and
area. And this relief iIs consistent with the spirit
and intent of the ordinance. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Thank you, Member
Mav. 1 appreciate 1i1t.

And anybody want to make a -- I"m sorry. A
second?

MEMBER KRIEGER: 1"11 second that 1f 1 can
make an amendment to it.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Yeah. Thank you,
Member Krieger. Go ahead.

MEMBER KRIEGER: The three-foot rear yard
setback 1s from the property, not the water length
distance on the -- for the property. That the house 1is
nonconforming because i1t was built in the 1930s and
that -- and topography as well.

MS. SAARELA: Can 1 just suggest that we
measure 1t from the platted lot line?

MEMBER KRIEGER: Yes. Platted lot line. 1I™m

sorry.

Luzod Reporting Service, Inc.
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CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Yes. That makes

sense.

Member Mav?

MEMBER SANGHVI: 1 have no problem with that
amendment. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Thank you so much.

And Member Krieger, you second i1t for the
motion?

MEMBER KRIEGER: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: And any other
discussion? We have a motion.

All right. And i1f anyone wants to say,
"Aye." Everybody, say "Aye."

MEMBER KRIEGER: You have to call, don"t we?
Roll call.

MS. OPPERMAN: 1 need to call roll.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Katherine, roll
call, please.

MS. OPPERMAN: Member Thompson?

MEMBER THOMPSON: Me?

MS. OPPERMAN: Was that a yes?

MEMBER THOMPSON: Yes.

MS. OPPERMAN: Member Sanghvi?
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MEMBER SANGHVI: Yes.

MS. OPPERMAN: Member Peddiboyina?

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Yes, please.

MS. OPPERMAN: Member Montague?

MEMBER MONTAGUE: Yes.

MS. OPPERMAN: Member Krieger?

MEMBER KRIEGER: Yes.

MS. OPPERMAN: And Member Verma?

(No response.)

MEMBER SANGHVI: 1Is he there?

MEMBER KRIEGER: He was.

MEMBER SANGHVI: He was there a minute ago.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Member Verma? Are
you there?

MS. OPPERMAN: 1°11 just put absent for vote
for Member Verma. But in -- (audio dropped) -- the
votes will pass for that member.

MEMBER KRIEGER: All right, cool.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Thank you so much,
Katherine. 1 appreciate your time.

Anybody have any other questions?

Seeing none. Okay. And go ahead and say

"Aye," everybody.
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MEMBER MAV: Aye.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Seeing none. Thank
you.

And move to the -- congratulations,
Mr. Brian, enjoy your home.

MR. GABEL: Thank you very much. Appreciate

MEMBER KRIEGER: Congratulations.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Okay. Going to
today"s next case, PZ20-0040, Cedar Works 50760
Applebrooke Drive, east of Napier Road and north of
Eight Mile Road, parcel number 50-22-31-253-001.

The applicant is requesting a variance from
the Novi Zoning Ordinance, Section 3.1.1 for a proposed
rear yard setback of 45 feet, 50 feet required by code,
a variance of five feet. This variance would
accommodate the building of a three seasons® room.

This property is zoned residential acreage, R-A.

Is the applicant is present, please?

(No response.)

Is the applicant is present?

MR. MULVIHILL: Yes, I"m here.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Okay.-
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MR. MULVIHILL: Thank you for taking the time

to consider our requested variance. What we are -- my
name 1s Thomas --

MS. OPPERMAN: Sir?

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Yeah. One second,
please.

MS. OPPERMAN: 1711 have to ask i1f you swear
or affirm to tell the truth In the case before you?

MR. MULVIHILL: 1 do.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Okay. Sounds good.

Thank you, Katherine.

Please proceed.

MR. MULVIHILL: Sure. Yes. My name 1is
Thomas Mulvihill and 1"m the property owner. What we
are trying to do i1s put a 12-foot screened-in porch off
of our dining area of our house. And due to the
irregular shape of our lot, which 1s a long pie-shaped
lot, we can"t get this porch put on unless we get this
five foot variance.

A couple of the reasons behind the
screened-in porch i1s that our property backs up to the
ITC power lines. So we don"t have any backyard

neighbor. Our backyard backs up to the ITC power
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lines. With all the wetlands vegetation there, we get
a lot of bugs and other pests In our yard. So In order
for us to enjoy our yard, we need a screened-in porch
instead of an open porch.

Additionally, the City of Novi bike and
walking path also runs right along that lot line. 1It"s
within a few feet of this lot line that we are
requesting the setback on. And with all the people
that ride bikes and walk the lot, we want this
screened-in porch to have some privacy when we"re
sitting out i1n our backyard.

So we have requested with our association
approval for this variance, the setback. Our
association has approved it. We talked to our
immediate neighbors about what we"re doing and they do
not have any problem with what we"re doing either. So
we"re hopeful that the board would approve this
five-foot variance so we can go ahead and construct
this porch on the back of our house.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Okay. Thomas?
Your name is Thomas?

MR. MULVIHILL: Yes. Tom is fine.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Okay. I1"m sorry.
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Thank you. And anybody would like to speak on this

case on behalf of you or you"re the only one person,
please, for tonight?

MR. MULVIHILL: I am the only person.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Okay. Thank you.
Would you like to talk any other thing for today and
before, you know, moving to the next step? Anything
you want to add? Anything you want to show? Any
presentations you would like to share?

MR. MULVIHILL: No. I think the board has
the drawing, but 1t"s just a very simple, screened-in
porch that we"re putting on the back of our house
extending out 12-feet from the house.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Okay. Good.

Okay. Anybody i1n the audience to speak on
this case tonight?

Katherine, Are you able to see anybody is
raising their hand on the audience side?

MS. OPPERMAN: There®"s no one raising their
hand at this time.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Thank you so much,
Katherine.

All right. And let"s move to the City.
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Larry, are you there?

MR. BUTLER: Yes, I"m here and no comments
from the City. Standing by for questions.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Thank you so much.

Our correspondence, acting secretary,
Katherine, can you move for this?

MS. OPPERMAN: OFf course. There were 18
letters sent, one returned and -- (audio dropped) --
four approvals. One approval from David Barack (ph)
and one from David -- (audio dropped).

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Okay. Thank you so
much, Katherine. Putting on to the board. Before
that, Thomas, yeah, | see that you mentioned you have
water there, you know. And let me put it to my board
members and they speak out and 1 can talk about that
case.

And 1"m open for the board members to speak
on this case. Anybody would like to speak on this?

MEMBER SANGHVI: Mr. Chair?

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Yes, Member Mav.
Go ahead, please.

MEMBER SANGHVI: Thank you. || came and

visited your property, sir, and 1 agree with whatever
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you have said. You have prepared a nice application.
You have talked to your neighbors and 1 also realize
your difficulty because of the neighborhood and the
wetlands and everything else. So | have no difficulty
supporting your variance request. It is one of the
most minimal requests we have had for a long time and I
wholeheartedly support your application. Thank you.
MR. MULVIHILL: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Thank you, Member

Mav .

And any other board member would like to
speak?

(No response.)

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Looks like seeing
none.

Okay. Mr. Thompson, are you there to make a
motion?

Member Thompson?

MEMBER THOMPSON: I am here. Yes.

CHAIRPERSON PEDDIBOYINA: Please go 