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Case No. PZ15-0003 Woodbury Commerce Park 

 

Location:  39750 Grand River  

 

Zoning District:  I-1, Light Industrial District 

The applicant is requesting a variance from CITY OF NOVI, CODE OF 

ORDINANCES, Section 28-5(2)a.1.i and 28-1 to allow an oversize ground sign of 

56.66 square feet (30 square feet allowed) located on the existing “V” shape 

ground structure. The property is located north side of Grand River Ave. and west 

of Haggerty Road. 

 

Ordinance Sections: 

CITY OF NOVI, CODE OF ORDINANCES, Section 28-5(2)a.1.i allows a maximum 

area of 100 sq. ft. and Section 28-1 where a sign has two (2) or more faces, 

requires the area to be calculated for each face of the sign toward the total 

square footage permitted.  

 

City of Novi Staff Comments: 

The applicant is requesting approval to replace an existing 21 square feet sign 

and replace with an oversize ground sign located on the existing “V” shape 

ground structure. As proposed, sign has two faces, each with a square footage 

of 28.33 square feet for a total area of 56.66 square feet. 

                                                                                                                                

Standards for Granting a Sign Variance 

CITY OF NOVI, CODE OF ORDINANCES, Section 28-16 addresses Sign Variance 

Appeals: 

• The request is based upon circumstances or features that are exceptional 

and unique to the property and do not result from conditions that exist 

generally in the City or that are self-created, 

specifically___________________________________. 

• The failure to grant relief will unreasonably prevent or limit the use of the 

property and will result in substantially more than mere inconvenience or 

inability to attain a higher economic or financial return because 

____________________________. 

• The grant of relief will not result in a use of structure that is incompatible 

with or unreasonably interferes with adjacent or surrounding properties, 

will result in substantial justice being done to both the applicant and 

adjacent or surrounding properties, and is not inconsistent with the spirit of 

the ordinance because________________________________________. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Standards for Denying a Sign Variance 

CITY OF NOVI, CODE OF ORDINANCES, Section 28-16 addresses Sign Variance 

Appeals: 

• I move that we deny the variance in Case No. ______________, sought by 

_______________________________________,for_____________________________

because Petitioner has not shown practical difficulty requiring 

_______________________________________________________________________. 

• The circumstances and features of the property 

including_____________________________________________ are not unique 

because they exist generally throughout the City. 

• The circumstances and features of the property relating to the variance 

request are self-created because__________________________________. 

• The failure to grant relief will result in mere inconvenience or inability to 

attain higher economic or financial return based on Petitioners statements 

that __________________________________. 

• The variance would result in interference with the adjacent and 

surrounding properties by______________________________________. 

• Granting the variance would be inconsistent with the spirit and intent of 

the ordinance to_____________________________________________. 
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