
 

CITY OF NOVI CITY COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 7, 2019 

 

 

SUBJECT: Approval of a license agreement for improvements within the Old Novi Road 

right-of-way including decorative fences, a detention pond buffer, benches, 

and a commemorative plaque. 

 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Department of Public Works, Engineering Division 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Robertson Brothers, the Developer of the 20-unit, single 

condominium project, is proposing encroachments into the Old Novi Road right-of-way 

for landscape improvements. These improvements will include additional yard space, a 

detention basin buffer, benches, and a commemorative plaque.  

 

The additional yard space will be achieved by extending landscaping and decorative 

fences 15 feet into the Old Novi Road right-of-way along the west side of the road. For 

parcels 11 and 18 along the east side of Old Novi Road, landscaping and decorative 

fences will extend 5 feet into the right-of-way. 

 

According to the Engineering Design Manual, a 25-foot wide vegetated detention basin 

buffer is required for all residential developments.  Due to the size of the basin and limited 

space for the basin’s construction, a portion of this buffer will overlap with the Old Novi 

Road right-of-way. 

 

The commemorative plaque will reference the historic home that was recently torn down 

where this development is proposed. Benches will be placed near the plaque along the 

sidewalk abutting the east side of Old Novi Road. 

 

The License Agreement specifies the maintenance of the landscaping improvements in 

the right-of-way is the responsibility of the Developer and/or the Association. Nothing in 

the License Agreement precludes the City from using the licensed premises for typical 

right-of-way purposes, such as road widening and utility installation, maintenance and 

replacement.  

The License Agreement has been review by staff and the City Attorney (Beth Saarela, 

September 10, 2019), and is being presented to City Council for consideration.   

 

 



RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approval of a license agreement for improvements within the 

Old Novi Road right-of-way including decorative fences, a detention pond buffer, 

benches, and a commemorative plaque. 
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15-foot wide encroachment into ROW
 for landscaping and decorative fences

25-foot wide encroachment into ROW
 for dentention basin buffer

5-foot wide encroachment into ROW
for landscaping and decorative fences

Encroachment into ROW for benches
and commemorative plaque



 
ELIZABETH KUDLA SAARELA 

esaarela@rsjalaw.com 
 

27555 Executive Drive, Suite 250 
Farmington Hills, Michigan 48331 
P 248.489.4100 | F 248.489.1726 

www.rsjalaw.com 
  

 
 

          
 
 
  

September 10, 2019 
 
 
 
 
Jeffrey Herczeg, Director of Public Works 
City of Novi 
Field Services Complex 
26300 Lee BeGole Drive 
Novi, MI  48375  
 
 RE: Lakeview JSP 18-0016 
  License Agreement for Improvements in ROW 
 
Dear Mr. Herczeg: 
 
The PRO Agreement for the Lakeview residential developer provides for the developer to construct 
and maintain certain improvements within the Old Novi Road right-of-way, including, but not 
limited to decorative fences, detention pond buffer, benches and a commemorative plaque.  We 
have prepared the enclosed License Agreement, which has been commented on and modified by 
the Developer.  The standard terms and conditions of the License Agreement are consistent with 
the City’s License Agreement form and would permit the City to terminate the License Agreement 
in the event the City requires the right-of-way for standard right-of-way purposes.  The License 
Agreement does not impact the City’s rights or obligations to maintain the right-of-way in the 
usual manner.  The Developer and/or Association are responsible for ongoing maintenance of the 
improvements.  The Developer and Association will be required to insure the area and include the 
City as an additional insured.  The original License Agreement is acceptable as provided, subject 
to approval of the Exhibits by the City’s Engineering Consultant.  
 
The License Agreement may be placed on an upcoming City Council Agenda for approval.  Once 
executed, the original License Agreement should be recorded with the Oakland County Register 
of Deeds by the City Clerk’s Office.  
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns in regard to this matter. 



Jeffrey Herczeg, Director of Public Works 
City of Novi 
September 10, 2019 
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EKS 
Enclosure 
C: Cortney Hanson, Clerk (w/Original Enclosure) 
 Charles Boulard, Community Development Director (w/Enclosure)  
 Barb McBeth, City Planner (w/Enclosure) 

Sri Komaragiri, Planner (w/Enclosure) 
Lindsay Bell, Planner (w/Enclosure) 

 Madeleine Kopko, Planning Assistant (w/Enclosure) 
 Sarah Marchioni, Community Development Building Project Coordinator (w/Enclosure)  
 Angie Sosnowski, Community Development Bond Coordinator (w/Enclosure) 
 Ben Croy, City Engineer (w/Enclosure) 
 Kate Richardson, Plan Review Engineer (w/Enclosure) 
 Rebecca Runkel, Staff Engineer (w/Enclosure) 

Michael Freckelton/Taylor Reynolds/Ted Meadows, Spalding DeDecker (w/Enclosure) 
 Sue Troutman, City Clerk’s Office (w/Enclosure) 
 Tim Loughrin, Robertson Brothers Homes (w/Enclosure) 

Thomas R. Schultz, Esquire (w/Enclosure) 




























