
CITY of NOVI CITY COUNCIL 
 

                                              Agenda Item 3 
February 6, 2017 

 
 
 

SUBJECT:   Consideration of adoption of Ordinance No. 17-188, an ordinance to amend the City 
of Novi Code of Ordinances, at Chapter 28, “Signs,” in order to comprehensively revise 
regulations relating to purpose and intent; permitting process; permanent and temporary 
signs; off-premises signs; definitions; appeals; and other provisions of the ordinance.   
FIRST READING 
 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  
 

CITY MANAGER APPROVAL:   
  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  Like many communities throughout the country, the City has been 
reviewing its sign ordinance in light of the 2015 US Supreme Court case of Reed v Town of 
Gilbert.  The case involved the determination by the Court that certain provisions of the 
town’s sign ordinance were content-based regulations that were not permissible.  Novi’s 
City Administration, including the Community Development Department and City 
Manager’s Office, and the City Attorney’s Office have reviewed the existing sign 
ordinance and made recommendations in light of Reed. 

 
 In addition, when the subject of sign ordinance amendments was raised with the 

Ordinance Review Committee, it was determined that a thorough review of all of the 
regulatory provisions of the ordinance should be undertaken order to try to simplify the 
ordinance, and also to make some of its provisions more business and user friendly.  Some 
of these include:  
• changes to the sign review process (some approvals will now be part of the site plan 

review process); 
• changes to the size, number, and placement regulations throughout the ordinance 

to allow additional signage for certain uses and to clarify and “declutter” the 
ordinance where possible, revise variance standards for deviations from ordinance 
regulations; 

• expansion of opportunities for changeable copy (digital/electronic) signs, revised off-
premises advertising (billboard) sign regulations along both I-96 and M-5. 

 
The Planning Commission held a public hearing and recommended approval of the 
attached draft ordinance at its January 11, 2017 meeting. 
 
Since that time, however, City Administration has discussed and recommended some 
additional edits.  These include both minor clarifications throughout the ordinance, as well 
as a revision to the off-premises advertising section, Section 28-8.  Those revisions are being 
discussed before the Ordinance Review Committee prior to the February 6, 2017 Council 
meeting.  A copy of the ORC packet is attached, with those potential revisions. 
 



RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approval of adoption of Ordinance No. 17-188, an ordinance to 
amend the City of Novi Code of Ordinances, at Chapter 28, “Signs,” in order to 
comprehensively revise regulations relating to purpose and intent; permitting process; 
permanent and temporary signs; off-premises signs; definitions; appeals; and other 
provisions of the ordinance.   
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Mayor Gatt     Council Member Markham     
Mayor Pro Tem Staudt      Council Member Mutch     
Council Member Burke     Council Member Wrobel      
Council Member Casey     
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND 

CITY OF NOVI 

ORDINANCE NO. 16-__ _ 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF NOVI CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, AT CHAPTER 28, "SIGNS" IN ORDER TO 
COMPREHENSIVELY REVISE REGULATIONS RELATING TO 
PURPOSE AND INTENT; PERMITTING PROCESS; 
PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY SIGNS; BILLBOARDS; 
DEFINITIONS; APPEALS; AND OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ORDINANCE. 

THE CITY OF NOVI ORDAINS: 

PART I. That Chapter 28, "Signs" of the City of Novi Code of Ordinances is hereby amended 
read in its entirety as follows: 

Sec. 28-1. 
Sec. 28-1.5. 
Sec. 28-2. 
Sec. 28-3. 
Sec. 28-4. 
Sec. 28-5. 
Sec. 28-6. 
Sec. 28-7. 
Sec. 28-8. 
Sec. 28-9. 
Sec. 28-10. 
Sec. 28-13. 
Sec. 28-14. 
Sec. 28-15. 
Sec. 28-16. 
Sec. 28-17. 

- Definitions 
- Preamble; purpose 
- Rules and regulations to interpret and implement chapter. 
-Permits. 
- Liability insurance for signs on public property. 
- Permitted according to district. 
- Temporary signs. 
- Allowed in all districts 
- Off-premises advertising signs permitted according to district 
- Noncommercial message permitted. 
- Prohibited signs. 
- Construction materials. 
- Windloads. 
- Nonconforming and abandoned or obsolete signs. 
-Appeals. 
- Violations; signs in violation declared public nuisance. 

Sec. 28-1. - Definitions. 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning: 



Area of sign means the entire area within the smallest circle, triangle, parallelogram, or 
other regular geometric shape that encloses the extreme limits of any writing, picture, logo, 
representation, emblem, or figure of similar character, together with any frame or other material 
or color forming an integral part of the display or used to differentiate such sign from the 
background against which it is placed, excluding the necessary supports or uprights on which 
such sign is placed. Where a sign has two (2) or more faces, the area of all faces shall be included 
in determining the area of the sign, except that where two (2) such faces are placed back to back 
and are at no point more than two (2) feet from one another, the area of the sign shall be taken 
as the area of one (1) face if the two (2) faces are of equal area, or as the area of the larger face 
if the two (2) faces are of unequal area. [ADD GRAPHICS] 

District means a zoning district as established in appendix A, "zoning ordinance", as 
amended. 

Fueling station means a space, structure, or building or part of a building for the retail 
sale or supply of motor fuels, lubricants, air, water, and other customary facilities and minor 
service for the installation of such commodities in or on such motor vehicle, but not including 
special facilities for the painting, major repair, or similar servicing thereof. 

Height of ground sign means the vertical distance measured from the natural surface 
grade of the land, without including any berm, landscaping, grading, or other artificially or 
unnaturally constructed or raised portion of land beneath the midpoint of the face of the sign, to 
the highest point of the sign or supporting structure. Where setback regulations require a ground 
sign to be behind or on top of a landscaped berm mandated by the city zoning ordinance, the 
building department, upon review with the city's planner, may permit a variance to the height 
measurement, but only to the extent necessary to prevent the sign from being obscured by the 
landscaped berm. [ADD GRAPHICS] 

Lineal feet, when used in determining the area of sign, means the length of the first floor 
business frontage of the business premises on which the sign is located. 

Noncommercial means not related to or connected with trade and traffic or commerce in 
general. 

Parcel of land means a unit of contiguous real property under common ownership. Where 
property is divided into condominium units, such units shall not be treated as separate parcels of 
land for purposes of this chapter, except for individual units that have been the subject of separate 
approved site plans complying in all respects with the city zoning ordinance. 

Required setback means the minimum setback required for the respective district as 
specified in appendix A, "zoning ordinance", as amended. However, setback, when used in 
determining sign area, shall be the distance the sign is from the nearest street centerline 
measured along a perpendicular line to that street line. 

Sign means a name, identification, description, display, device, illustration, design, 
banner, flag, pennant, logo, or trademark that is affixed to, painted on, or otherwise represented, 
placed, located, or set directly or indirectly upon a parcel of land, including a building or structure, 
in a manner so as to be visible from any public street, sidewalk, alley, park, or other property, 
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and that advertises, publicizes, or directs attention to a service, product, activity, person, 
institution, organization, or business. Types of signs include: 

(1) Animated sign means a sign, other than a changeable copy sign, whereby the sign 
itself or the information conveyed incorporates or involves action, motion, or the 
appearance of action or motion, such as flashing lights, color changes, moving 
parts, reflective materials, traveling, tracing, or scrolling messages, rotating 
images, or video-like features. 

(2) Business center ground sign means an on premises sign located on a parcel of 
land that is developed with a group of four (4) or more contiguous stores or 
contiguous industrial businesses or an industrial subdivision developed as a 
planned complex, or of a multi-tenant, multi-story office or industrial building. 

(3) Canopy sign means a sign painted on, or attached flat against the surface of a 
canopy or awning projection from the building. 

(4) Changeable copy sign means a sign designed so the copy can be changed either 
manually or electronically, while the surface of the sign remains unchanged. 

(5) Entranceway sign means a ground sign that is located at or near the entranceway 
to a residential, industrial, or commercial subdivision, apartment complex, 
condominium development, or other integrated or coordinated multi-parcel 
development or permitted institution, from a public right-of-way. 

(6) Flashing sign means any sign that contains or is illuminated by a light source that 
produces a brilliant flash and darkness on an alternating basis resulting in a 
pulsating effect designed to attract attention, or that contains an intermittent or 
sequential light source, or that emits light in sudden transmission. 

(7) Ground sign means a sign, not attached to any building, supported by a monument 
placed in the ground surface such that the entire bottom of the sign is affixed to 
the ground and is not supported by poles, columns, or uprights. 

(8) Groundpole sign means a sign attached to a pole or poles temporarily anchored 
into the ground, the sole purpose of which pole or poles is to hold the sign. 

(9) Illuminated sign means a sign that provides artificial light by either emission or 
reflection. 

(10) Kiosk pedestal sign means a freestanding sign on a sidewalk or other public or 
private open space. 

(11) Off-premises sign means a sign that contains a message unrelated to a business 
or profession conducted or to a commodity, service, or activity sold or offered upon 
the premises where such sign is located. 

(12) On-premises sign means a sign that contains a message related to a business or 
profession conducted or to a commodity, service, or activity, sold or offered upon 
the premises where such sign is located. 

(13) Noncommercial message sign means a sign that is not related to or connected 
with trade and traffic or commerce in general. 

(14) Portable sign means a freestanding sign not permanently anchored or secured to 
either a building or the ground. 

(15) Projecting sign means a double sided sign with an identical message on both sides 
which is affixed to any building or structure, whose height is equal to or greater 
than its width, and projects in such a way that the sign on which the message is 
placed perpendicular to the wall to which it is attached. 
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(16) Temporary sign means a display sign, banner, or advertising device, with or 
without a structural frame, intended for a limited period of display, including 
displays for holidays or public demonstrations or events. 

(17) Wall sign means a sign which is attached directly to or painted upon a building 
wall which does not project more than eighteen (18) inches therefrom. The 
exposed face of the sign must be in a plane parallel to the wall of the building. 
The sign must not extend above the height of the wall. 

(18) Motor vehicle sign means a sign measuring more than two (2) square feet in size 
that is mounted, placed, written, or painted on a vehicle or trailer, whether motor
driven or not. 

(19) Exposition event wall sign means a sign that is attached directly to a building wall 
and that does not project more than eighteen (18) inches therefrom, including the 
entire surface excluding any frame, which sign is intended to change on a regular 
basis with the specific exposition events. 

This definition of sign shall not include: 
(1) Signs less than one (1) square foot in area, when accessory to the use of the 

parcel of land (for example, to direct traffic interior to a site). 
(2) Legal notices, including but not limited to signs required for proposed rezoning 

changes. 
(3) Decorative displays in connection with a recognized holiday, provided that the 

display does not exceed 75 days. 
(4) Signs required by law (e.g., fire code). 

Thoroughfare means a major arterial, arterial, or minor arterial as established in the 
master plan adopted by the city pursuant to Act No. 285 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1931 
(MCL 125.31 et seq., MSA 5.2991 et seq.), as amended. 

Vending machine means a currency-operated machine for selling small articles or services. 

Sec. 28-1.5. -Preamble; purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to establish standards for the time, place, and manner of 
the erection and use of signs, symbols, markings, and advertising devices within the city. The 
standards are designed to promote the health, public safety, and welfare of persons within the 
community, including the promotion of traffic safety and aesthetics, and to aid in development 
and promotion of business and industry by providing sign regulations that encourage creativity, 
effectiveness, and flexibility in design and use of such devices without creating detriment to the 
general public. 

It is further the intent of this chapter to: 

(a) Ensure that the constitutionally-guaranteed right of free speech is protected and to allow 
signs as a means of communication, subject to appropriate and legally-permissible time, 
place, and manner restrictions. 

(b) Protect the safety of drivers and others by precluding animated signs and limiting 
changeable copy signs in a manner intended to lessen the diversion or distractions of a 
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driver's attention from the roadway, particularly with regard to larger signs on heavily
trafficked roadways. 

(c) Provide for signage that is adequate but not excessive and that displays a message 
through use of pictures, symbols and logos for rapid comprehension by the public. 

(d) Prohibit the erection of signs in such numbers, sizes, designs and locations as may create 
a hazard or distraction to pedestrians and motorists and thus promote safety upon the 
streets and highways in the city. 

(e) Avoid excessive competition for large or multiple signs, so that permitted signs provide 
adequate identification and direction while minimizing clutter, unsightliness, and 
confusion. 

(f) Prevent sign overload and excessively large signs which creates a visually chaotic and 
competitive situation within the business community. 

(g) Encourage good design in the context of the overall image and visual environment of the 
city, and prescribe sound practices with respect to size, spacing, illumination, type and 
placement of signs for the purpose of safeguarding and enhancing properties in each of 
the various types of zoning districts. 

(h) Enhance the appearance of the business community, taking into account the nature of 
the use, and thus stimulate as well as protect the economic vitality of the city and the 
orderly growth and development of business and industry in the city. 

(i) Protect public investment in public structures, open spaces and thoroughfares. 
(j) Minimize the adverse effects of signs on nearby public and private property. 
(k) Enhance the effectiveness of necessary directional and warning signs. 
(I) Preserve property values. 
(m) Recognize that advertising signs are a legitimate advertising medium in the locations 

which neither lessen the visual attributes of the city through the placement of such signs, 
nor cause confusion, safety problems or lessen the ability to identify local businesses 
through visual clutter. 

(n) Regulate the number and size of advertising signs within the city in the interests of 
economic prosperity, civic pride, quality of life and general welfare of the people who 
reside in, are visiting, are employed in or conduct business in the city. 

Sec. 28-2. - Rules and regulations to interpret and implement chapter. 

The city manager shall have the power (but not the obligation) as may be necessary in 
the interest of the public safety, health, and general welfare to adopt and promulgate rules and 
regulations to interpret and implement provisions of this chapter and to secure the intent thereof. 
Such rules and regulations shall become effective after filing with the council. 

Sec. 28-3. - Permits. 

(a) Required. Except as expressly provided in sections 28-7, relating to temporary signs, and 
section 28-8, relating to signs allowed in all districts, it shall be unlawful for any person to 
erect, alter, relocate, or maintain any sign or other advertising structure without first 
obtaining a permit therefor from the city and payment of a fee provided for in this section. 

(b) Application. Application for erection permits shall be made upon forms provided for by the 
city, and shall contain or have attached thereto the following information: 
(1) Name, address and telephone number of the applicant; 
(2) Location of building, structure, or lot to which the sign is to be attached or erected; 
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(3) Position of the sign in relation to nearby buildings, structures, and property lines; 
( 4) Two (2) drawings of the plans and specifications and method of construction and 

attachment to the building or in the ground; 
(5) Copy of stress sheets and calculations, if deemed necessary by the building official, 

showing the structure as designed for dead load and wind pressure in accordance 
with regulations required under the Single State Construction Code; 

(6) Name and address of the person erecting the structure; 
(7) Any electrical permit required and issued for such sign; 
(8) Insurance policy or bond as required by this chapter; 
(9) Such other information as the city manager or his or her designee may require to 

show full compliance with this and all other applicable laws of the city and the 
state; 

(10) In all applications for entranceway signs, the city manager or his or her designee 
shall require that appropriate provisions have been made to ensure continued 
maintenance of the sign. 

(c) Fee. A permit fee shall be paid to the city for each permit required by this chapter in an 
amount to be set by resolution of the council from time to time. 

(d) Review of Application 
(1) Sign permit applications that relate to construction of a new building or an addition 

to an existing building may submitted, reviewed, and approved as part of a site 
plan application. Proposed signs shall be shown on the preliminary site plan. 
Alternatively, an applicant may choose to submit a sign application to the Building 
Official for administrative review. Following preliminary site plan approval, any 
application to amend a sign permit or for a new or additional sign shall be 
submitted to the Building Official. 

(2) The Building Official shall review and approve the sign permit application for a sign 
proposed on a parcel of land or existing building where no other new construction 
is permitted. 

(e) Ordinary maintenance. No permit is required for the ordinary servicing or repainting of an 
existing sign message, the cleaning of a sign, the changing of information on a directory 
sign, or the changing of advertising on a permitted sign specifically designed for regular 
change of message without change in structure. 

Sec. 28-4. - Signs on public property; insurance. 

No sign shall be located within, project into, or overhang any public right-of-way, except 
as otherwise permitted herein. 

If any wall or projecting pole sign is suspended over a public street or public property, or 
if the vertical distance of such sign above the street or property is greater than the horizontal 
distance from the sign to the public property line or parapet wall and is so located as to be able 
to fall or to be pushed onto the public street or property, then the owner of such sign shall provide 
at the time of obtaining a permit and keep in force a public liability insurance policy, approved by 
the city attorney, in the amounts set by resolution of the council or other formal city action. The 
policy shall indemnify the owner and the city from all damage suits or actions of every nature 
brought or claimed against the owner and the city for or on account of injuries or damages to 
persons or property received or sustained by any person through any act of omission or 
negligence of the owner, his servants, agents or employees regarding such sign. In lieu of an 
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insurance policy an owner may present proof satisfactory to the city attorney that the owner is 
financially capable of self-insurance in the amounts required by resolution of the council. 

Sec. 28-5. - Permanent signs permitted according to district 

The following types of permanent (non-temporary) signs, illuminated or unilluminated, 
shall be permitted in the following districts described in Appendix A to the City Code, the City of 
Novi Zoning Ordinance, and in limited number, in accordance with the following regulations: 

(a) On-Premises signs permitted by district: 

Wall Sign 

District (per tenant, multiple) 

Residential 30-65 square foot 

(RA, R1-R4, RT, RM- maximum based on 

1, RM-2, MH) frontage, (1) sign per 

footnote (3) business, footnote (7) 

30-65 square foot 

maximum based on 

Office frontage, (1) sign per 

(OS-1, OSC, OST) business, footnote (7) 

w/freeway frontage 

or >40,000 square Additional sign, same 

feet size 

30-65 square foot 

maximum based on 

Industrial frontage, (1) sign per 

(i-1, i-2) business, footnote (7) 

w/freeway frontage 

or >40,000 square Additional sign, same 

feet size 

30-65 square foot 

Business maximum based on 

(B1-3, FS, RC, NCC, C, frontage, (1) sign per 

TC, EXPO) business, footnote (7) 

w/freeway frontage 

or >40,000 square 2nd sign allowed on 

feet freeway 

Wall Sign 

(single tenant) 

Permitted 

nonresidential only 250 

square foot maximum 

(1) sign, footnote (7) 

Permitted 

nonresidential only 250 

square foot maximum, 

(1) sign, footnote (7) 

Additional sign, same 

size 

Permitted 

nonresidential only 250 

square foot maximum, 

(1) sign, footnote (7) 

Additional sign, same 

size 

Permitted 

nonresidential only 250 

square foot maximum, 

( 1) sign footnote (7) 

2nd sign allowed on 

freeway 

Canopy Sign 

(1) sign of 24 

square foot 

or maximum and 

(1) sign of 24 

square foot 

or maximum and 

(1) sign of 24 

square foot 

or maximum and 

(1) sign of 24 

square foot 

or maximum and 
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Ground Sign(per 

development parcel) 

footnote (2) 

30-100 square foot 

maximum, (1) sign, 

maximum 6 feet high for 

allowable use. Size per 

Section 5(2)(b) 

30-100 square foot 

maximum, (1) sign, 

maximum 6 feet high for 

allowable use. Size per 

Section 5(2)(b) 

Additional sign same size 

for single tenant building 

only. 

30-100 square foot 

maximum, (1) sign, 

maximum 6 feet high for 

allowable use. Size per 

Section 5(2)(b) 

Additional sign same size 

for single tenant building 

only. 

30-100 square foot 

maximum, (1) sign, 

maximum 6 feet high for 

allowable use. Size per 

Section 5(2)(b) 

Additional sign same size 

for single tenant building 

only. 

Business Center 

Sign 

NONE 

30-100 square 

foot maximum, (1) 

sign, maximum 6 

feet high 

30-100 square 

foot maximum, (1) 

sign, maximum 6 

feet high 

30-100 square 

foot maximum (1) 

sign, 6 feet high. 

footnote (6) 



30-65 square foot 30-100 square foot 

Town 30-65 square foot maximum based on maximum, (1) sign, 

Center/Gateway maximum based on frontage, 250 square (1) sign of 24 maximum 6 feet high for 30-100 square 

{TC-1, GE) frontage, (1) sign per foot maximum (1) sign, square foot allowable use. Size per foot maximum (1) 

footnote (6) business, footnote (7) footnote (7) or maximum and Section 5(2)(b) sign, 15 feet high 

30-100 square foot 

30-65 square foot maximum, (1) sign, 30-100 square 

maximum based on 250 square foot (1) sign of 24 maximum 6 feet high for foot maximum, (1) 

EXO frontage, (1) sign per maximum, (1) sign, square foot allowable use. Size per sign, maximum 6 

footnotes (5) business, footnote (7) footnote (7) or maximum and Section 5(2)(b) feet high 

30-65 square foot 

maximum based on 250 square foot (1) sign of 24 

PSLR frontage (1) sign per maximum, (1) sign, square foot 30 square feet (1) sign/6 30 square feet (1) 

footnote (1) business, footnote (7) footnote (7) or maximum and feet high. sign/6 feet high 

Footnotes: 
(1) In PSLR District exterior illuminated signs only permitted 

(2) See section (5(7)) for allowable changeable copy signs 

(3) Neighborhood/business park entranceway signs are allowed up to 24 square feet, maximum 5 feet in height limited to (1) per neighborhood vehicular entrance 

(2 signs at boulevard entrance) 

(4) in the TC District only Kiosk Pedestal Signs of up to 65 square feet, maximum 10 feet in height is allowed at a minimum spacing of 200 feet 

(5) in the EXO District only, operating Exposition Facilities of over 150,000 square feet up to (4) wall signs of 360 square feet are permitted to be displayed on a 

building side adjacent to and interstate freeway 

(6) in RC district, maximum 15 feet in height 

(7) Size per Section 5(2)(a) 

(b) Area regulations, all zoning districts except TC-1 and GE 
(1) Wall signs- single or multi-story 

a. Multiple businesses: A business having a first floor pedestrian entrance 
shall be allowed one and one-fourth (11/4) square feet of signage per linear 
foot of contiguous public or private street frontage (including utility right
of-way frontage contiguous with a street) up to a maximum of sixty-five 
(65) square feet 

b. Single business: A wall sign displayed on a building occupied by one (1) 
business shall not exceed one (1) square foot of signage for each two (2) 
feet of setback from the centerline of the nearest adjacent thoroughfare or 
collector street as defined in the master plan adopted by the city, as 
amended, but not greater than fifteen (15) percent of the frontage surface 
of the building and not greater than two hundred fifty (250) square feet. 
In those instances where the wall sign is adjacent to a private roadway or 
drive within a development, the calculation required above shall be made 
based upon the distance to the centerline of that roadway or drive. If the 
wall sign area would be greater if calculated under the standard set forth 
in subsection (b)(1)a. above, then said standard shall be used. 

(2) Ground signs 
a. Except as provided below, ground signs shall not exceed a thirty (30) 

square feet or one (1) square foot of sign area for each two (2) feet of 
setback from the nearest street center line as required herein, whichever 
is greater, with a maximum area of one hundred (100) square feet. 
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b. Where the business is a fueling station, the maximum area of the sign shall 
be thirty (30) square feet. 

c. Ground signs within the boundaries of a planned suburban low-rise overlay 
concept plan approved by the city shall not exceed thirty (30) square feet. 

(c) Signs in TC-1 and GE districts: 
(1) General regulations 

a. A business having a first floor pedestrian entrance shall be allowed one and 
one-fourth (1114) square feet of signage per linear foot of contiguous public 
or private street frontage up to a maximum of sixty-five (65) square feet. 
Where a building has public or private street frontage on more than one 
(1) street, no single sign shall exceed one and one-fourth (1114) square feet 
per lineal foot of the frontage on the immediately contiguous street. 
Live/work units (i.e., buildings with commercial/office use on first floor, 
with residential use on the upper floor[s]), shall be allowed signage of no 
greater than twelve (12) square feet, not to exceed six (6) feet in length. 

b. A business having a first floor pedestrian entrance on a public or private 
street qualifying for a wall sign under subsection (1)a. above, which also 
has a direct separate first floor pedestrian entrance in the rear of the 
building is allowed a second wall sign located in the rear of the building 
subject to: (1) the area of the sign shall not exceed one (1) square foot of 
signage for every two (2) lineal feet of rear wall to a maximum of twenty
four (24) square feet and (2) shall reflect a design consistent with the front 
signage decision. 

c. A building with business occupants on the upper floors or the interior space 
on the first floor of a building may have a sign not to exceed ten (10) 
square feet in area at the street entryway. 

d. Where a business has no contiguous public or private street frontage and 
the majority of its off-street parking is adjacent to an outside wall of the 
business, the business is permitted twenty-four (24) square feet signage. 
The sign shall be located no closer than thirty (30) feet on center from any 
other similar sign, and shall be located adjacent to such parking lot or 
street, as applicable. 

e. Where a business has contiguous public or private street frontage, but no 
separate first floor exterior entrance, the business is permitted twenty-four 
(24) square feet of signage. 

f. Wall signs shall not exceed the height of the wall on which the sign is 
located. A wall sign permitted under subsections a., b. and d. shall be 
located at least eight and one-half (8.5) feet above the surface of the 
surrounding grade and shall not exceed the height of the building wall. 

(2) Design of signs in the TC-1 and GE zoning districts: 
a. Where separately owned businesses occupying a single building or a single 

parcel of land utilize individual wall signs, all such signs on the building or 
within the center shall be of a common style; i.e., individual freestanding 
letters shall be utilized with other signs composed of individual freestanding 
letters. Where premises have lawfully developed with signs not of a 
common style, future signs shall be of a style common to a majority of 
signs within the development. If the parcel of land or buildings is divided 
into condominium units for purposes of the separate ownership of business 

9 



premises, and the individual units are designed and constructed with varied 
architectural styles so as to distinguish separate units, wall signs shall not 
be required to be of a common style. 

b. All signs in a TC-1 district, except those permitted in section 28-7 of this 
Code, shall be reviewed pursuant to the Sign Design and Review Manual 
for Novi TC-1 district. 

c. All provisions of the Novi Design Review Manual, as revised and attached 
hereto, are hereby adopted, enacted and made a part of this chapter. The 
provisions of the design review manual shall provide standards and criteria 
upon which the decision for approving or denying a sign shall be based. 

(d) Additional on-premises signs 
No building or parcel of land shall be allowed more than one (1) sign permitted under this 
section, except as follows: 
(1) Within the TC-1 and GE Districts as set forth in subsection (3) above. 
(2) In those instances where the majority of the off-street parking for a business 

located outside of the TC-1 or GE district is adjacent to the direct separate rear or 
side entrance, and that entrance serves as the primary entrance for customers, 
the business is permitted one (1) square foot of wall signage for every two (2) 
lineal feet of the business' wall which has the entrance to a maximum of twenty
four (24) square feet. 

(3) One (1) wall sign not greater than two (2) square feet in area is permitted at the 
rear entrance to a business establishment. This provision shall not apply to a 
business allowed an additional sign under subsection (d)(2) above. 

(4) Where four (4) or more separately owned and operated businesses with an 
exterior pedestrian access to each business occupy a one-story building on a single 
parcel of land, the parcel is permitted one (1) business center ground sign. 

(5) A multi-story, multi-tenant office or industrial building is permitted a business 
center ground sign, provided that there is no other ground sign for such building. 

(6) Where two (2) or more separately owned and operated businesses occupy a 
building on a single parcel of land, each having a separate exterior entrance, each 
business is entitled to a single wall sign if not otherwise entitled to a wall sign 
under this chapter. 

(7) Except in the TC-1 and GE districts or within the boundaries of a Planned Suburban 
Low-Rise Overlay (PSLR) concept plan approved by the city, for a lot or parcel 
situated on two (2) or more thoroughfares, wall signs may be permitted on each 
thoroughfare in accord with this chapter, except that if a ground sign is selected 
and placed on the premises, only the ground sign shall be permitted. At those 
locations where projecting signs are permitted, no more than one (1) projecting 
sign shall be permitted at a corner lot or parcel. Each wall sign permitted under 
this subpart shall be reduced by the area of the projecting sign. 

(8) Within the OS-1, OSC, OST, I-1, I-2, B-1, B-2, B-3, FS, RC, NCC, C, TC, and EXPO 
districts, an additional wall sign, or an additional ground sign if no other ground 
sign exists on the parcel, shall be permitted if the building is no less than forty 
thousand ( 40,000) square feet in size. 

(9) Where a building within the FS, OS-1, OSC, OST, TC, I-1, I-2, B-1, B-2, B-3, RC, 
NCC, C, and EXPO districts on property which abuts the I-96 freeways or the M-5 
limited access corridor, a single additional wall sign may be utilized oriented toward 
the freeway or corridor, including any contiguous utility right-of-way, provided that 
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no additional sign has been permitted under subsection (d)(7) and (8), and 
provided that further said sign shall be of no larger size than the wall sign 
permitted on the front of the building. 

(10) An entranceway sign is permitted at each entranceway to residential, industrial, or 
commercial subdivision, apartment complex, condominium development, or other 
integrated or coordinated multi-parcel development or permitted institution. With 
respect to such entranceway signs, two (2) sign faces greater than two (2) feet 
apart are permitted. If a residential subdivision or condominium development has 
a boulevard entrance, one (1) single-face entranceway sign is permitted on each 
side of the boulevard. The total area of the faces shall be computed as if they were 
back to back. See definition for area of sign. 

(11) An additional wall sign of the size of that allowed by right shall be allowed on the 
end wall of an end suite of a multi-tenant commercial building provided the end 
wall is directly visible from a thoroughfare on which the building has frontage. 

(12) Up to four (4) Exposition event wall signs are permitted, and a total of up to 360 
square feet for all signs. Signage is permitted only on a building side adjacent to 
an interstate freeway, and shall not be located on the same side of the building as 
an existing wall sign. The exposed face of the signage shall be in a plane parallel 
to the wall of the building. The signage shall not extend above the height of the 
wall on which it is placed. Animated, changeable copy, and/or flashing signage is 
prohibited. 

(13) A maximum of three (3) signs are permitted for a single tenant building, or a single 
tenant within a building, except as provided in the EXO District. 

(14) Fueling stations only may display the following additional permitted signs, which 
are deemed customary and necessary to their respective businesses: 
(1) Signs not exceeding a total of three (3) square feet on each pump. 
(2) A single non-illuminated double-faced sign per fuel pump island, each of 

which shall not exceed four ( 4) square feet in area, may be placed on a 
fuel pump island. Such sign may extend a maximum of two (2) feet above 
the pumps. 

(15) In the EXO District, one additional ground sign, no greater than 30 feet in height, 
no greater than 672 square feet, adjacent to the I-96 freeway. A two-sided 
changeable copy sign is permitted. 

(e) Projecting signs 
Subject to the requirements of the Sign Design Review Manual (where applicable) 
(1) Pedestrian level projecting sign: In a TC-1 and GE zoning districts or within the 

boundaries of a Planned Suburban Low-Rise Overlay (PSLR) concept plan 
approved by the city, a business having a first floor pedestrian entrance in a single 
or multiple story building shall be entitled, in addition to any other sign, to one (1) 
pedestrian level projecting sign. Each business shall be entitled to only one (1) 
projecting sign. 
a. Area: A pedestrian level projecting sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet 

in area or three (3) feet in width. The area of such sign shall be in addition 
to any permitted sign provided for herein. 

b. Placement: Pedestrian level projecting signs shall only be located on private 
or public streets. They shall be located within the store frontage of the 
business being identified. No pedestrian level projecting sign shall be 
located closer than twenty (20) feet from any other pedestrian level 
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projecting sign. The bottom of such sign shall be at least eight and one
half (8.5) feet above the surrounding grade and shall not exceed twelve 
(12) feet in height. No sign shall be greater than six (6) feet in width. 

(2) Upper level projecting sign: In a TC-1 or GE zoning district or within the boundaries 
of a planned suburban low-rise overlay concept plan approved by the city, a 
business located on the upper level of a multiple-story building may utilize, in lieu 
of a permitted wall sign, an upper level projecting identification or business sign. 
a. Area: An upper level projecting sign shall not exceed fifteen (15) square 

feet in area or three (3) feet in width. 
b. Height: The bottom of such sign shall be at least twelve (12) feet above 

the surrounding grade and shall not extend above the height of the wall. 
c. Placement: An upper level projecting sign shall be located on the exterior 

wall as close to the center of the occupied space as possible. 
(f) Placement of signs 

(1) Ground signs shall not be placed less than three (3) feet from the future (planned) 
right-of-way line. The sign shall be placed no closer than fifty (50) feet from any 
residential district. Within the boundaries of a Planned Suburban Low-Rise Overlay 
(PSLR) concept plan approved by the city, ground signs shall not be placed less 
than twenty-five (25) feet from the future (planned) section line road right-of-way 
line. 

(2) A wall sign shall be placed as provided in the definition of "wall sign," section 28-
1. Further, where more than one separately owned and operated business 
occupies a building or parcel of land, those wall signs permitted for individual 
businesses shall be located on the same side of the building as the exterior wall 
abutting the business space, and within the lineal frontage of the respective 
business. Provided further, that where such a building is oriented so that the front 
entrances to the business do not face the adjacent thoroughfare, a business 
occupying that portion of the building nearest the thoroughfare which is entitled 
to a sign under subsection (d)(6) may place its sole wall sign upon that wall facing 
the thoroughfare. Where wall signs are permitted on a wall which does not front 
a public or private street, the signs shall be placed within the boundaries of the 
business' wall. 

(3) An entranceway sign shall be placed not less than ten (10) feet from any street 
right-of-way and only in yards adjacent to streets at the entrance to the 
subdivision, apartment complex, condominium development or permitted 
institution. Notwithstanding the above, an entranceway sign may be located within 
the median of a boulevard street when a license for such is granted by the city 
council. 

(g) Changeable copy signs: Changeable copy signs, as defined in this chapter, are permitted, 
subject to the following limitations: 
(1) Such sign shall be a non-residential ground sign only, not including a business 

center sign, and shall be subject to the area, height, and placement requirements 
for a ground sign in such location as otherwise permitted under this chapter. 

(2) Such sign shall not be permitted in the RA, R-1 through R-4, RT, RM1, RM2, or MH 
Districts, except as to non-residential uses allowed in such districts. 

(3) The changeable copy portion of such sign shall not exceed two-thirds (2/3) of the 
sign area, and the remainder of the sign shall be of a permanent character as 
otherwise required under this chapter 
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(4) In addition to the general requirements for sign maintenance, all changeable copy 
signs shall bear a legible message, other suitable display, or be left blank. 
Electronic devices when not in use may be left blank and unlighted. Any lighted or 
electronic changeable copy sign in which the electrical or lighting components are 
operating in an erratic, broken, or damaged fashion shall be turned off or removed, 
and shall be programmed to go dark in the event of a malfunction and shall not 
exceed 0.5 footcandles measured from any property line. 

(5) The changeable copy portion of the sign shall automatically dim, and shall comply 
with the City's lighting ordinances as to illumination. 

(6) The images and messages displayed electronically on the sign must be static, and 
the transition from one (1) static display to another must be instantaneous without 
any special effects. A sign on which the message changes more than four (4) times 
per minute (once every fifteen (15) seconds) shall be considered an animated sign. 

(7) Changeable copy signs shall not be permitted within 150 feet of a residential use. 

Sec. 28-6. - Temporary signs. 

Temporary signs may be erected in accordance with the use, area, height, and placement 
regulations of this section. No permit shall be required except as specifically provided in this 
section . 

. ~::imu m size,_rl1~-~lrl1~_!!1---~~i~~!~~~~~~~i!~_d_~aeXi~ ~;rl1£::~~~~l~~!~f~~mAreaoi ____ --Ma~im-u m--H-ei9-t1t __ _ 

---------------------------------------- ____ Types All Temporary Signs I_ ~lll.llldivid_l:Jal Si_9!1 (Freestanding) 
Single Family Residential Freestanding 10 square feet 6 square feet 4 feet 

Wall 6 square feet 6 square feet 
I······ ··········- ····--·····--··························--····-·!----------,-----····-······-----····--·----·-···--·-- ···········----·--······------·-····--· 

Multiple Family Resdential Freestanding 32 square feet 16 square feet 6 feet 
I .............................................. -··· --·-· ····-· . - ···--······ -·· -··································-·-·····1-----'-------t-::-::-----'---c:----!--:-----:--------l 

Non-Residential Uses in RA, Freestanding 40 square feet 20 square feet 6 feet 
~~-~~-~------r-~--------j--------1 

R-1 through R-4, RT and MH Wall 20 square feet 20 square feet 

1 
c::listricts ··························-··---···· 
Non-Residential Uses in all 
other districts 

·+·····-·················--···········································----------~---------+----------1 

Freestanding 20 square feet 6 feet 
Wall 64 square feet 1--'3=2--=-s-=qu=a'--"-re_:___:fe=----=-e_:_t --1···············---·-····--··········--·--·····-·····-·-··--··----··-

(a) In recognition that there is a need for additional expression of speech prior to a 
scheduled election, the following applies for a period of sixty (60) days prior to until 
three (3) days after a city-designated election day on which there is at least one ballot 
item: the maximum allowable area of temporary signs shall be increased to sixty-four 
(64) square feet in all districts. The maximum area of an individual sign remains as 
stated in the table above during this period. 

(b) Temporary signs shall be constructed of durable, all-weather materials and designed to 
remain in pace and in good repair so long as they remain on display. 

(c) Display of temporary banners shall be limited to a total of twenty-eight (28) days per 
calendar year. Such signs shall not be displayed for any continuous period greater than 
fourteen (14) days. A permit for a temporary banner shall be required (provided, 
however, that no fee shall be required). 

(d) Temporary signs shall be subject to the maintenance standards of this section. 
(e) The maximum display time of freestanding temporary signs is 64 days. After this time 

expires, the sign shall be removed. Once the temporary sign is removed, there shall be 
a gap of at least thirty (30) days between display of the same temporary sign on the 
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same zoning lot. 
(f) When all or a portion of a building or land area on a zoning lot is listed for lease, the 

maximum display time of freestanding temporary signs shall be ninety (90) days and 
temporary signs mounted on building walls shall also be permitted for up to ninety (90) 
days. When all or a portion of a building or land area on a zoning lot is listed for sale, 
the maximum display time of freestanding temporary signs shall be for the duration of 
the time the building or land area is listed for sale. The sign area limits in the Table 
above apply. 

(g) In addition to any other temporary sign allowed in this Ordinance, the City Council may, 
by resolution, allow temporary sign in connection with an event or promotion, and may 
as part of the resolution impose such limitations as to size and duration as it deems 
appropriate. Application for such additional sign must be made to the city, on a form 
provided by the city, which shall include an acknowledgement and permission for the 
city to enter upon the property to remove the sign if it is not removed by the applicant 
within the time specified in the resolution. 

Sec. 28-7. -Allowed in all districts. 

The following types of signs shall be allowed in all districts where the principal use to 
which they are related is permitted by Appendix A to the City Code, the City of Novi Zoning 
Ordinance, as amended: 

(a) No permit required: 

l 

(1) Temporary signs not exceeding twelve (12) square feet in area. 
(2) Addresses not exceeding four (4) square feet in area. 
(3) Cornerstone markers, when cut into any masonry surface or when constructed of 

bronze or other noncombustible material permanently attached to building, no 
greater than four ( 4) square feet. 

(4) Historic marker signs, as regulated and approved by local, state, or federal 
government agencies. 

(5) Motor vehicle signs (signs greater than two [2] square feet) subject to subsection 
28(10)(b)(l1). 

(6) Flags shall be permitted as follows: 

Flag Pole 

a. Flags bearing the official designation of the United States of America shall 
be excluded from the requirements of subpart b., except as set forth below. 
Flags bearing the official designation of the United States of America shall 
be respectfully displayed, shall be maintained as provided in subsection 
(6)b.(v), and shall not exceed the following size restrictions: 

Height (feet) 
Maximum Flag Size (width = 2/3 length) (in square feet) 

60-65 135 

50-59 96 

72 
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! 
i 

20-29 

Under20 

30 

The height and placement of poles bearing a flag permitted under 
subsection (5) shall be governed by this Code and appendix A, zoning 
ordinance. Specifically, a flag pole will require a permit under subsection 
7.5.4 of the zoning ordinance and must comply with section 3.32.3, height 
limit, and subsection 4.19.2.B, accessory structures, of the zoning 
ordinance; and 

b. Except as otherwise provided in the zoning ordinance, flags bearing the 
official design of a nation, state, municipality, educational institution or 
commercial or noncommercial organization, may be displayed as follows, 
provided that no more than two (2) commercial flags be displayed on any 
parcel of land: 
(i) Each parcel of land may display not more than two (2) flags not 

exceeding twenty-four (24) square feet when displayed on a 
flagpole, except as may be permitted herein below in subsections 
(ii) and (iii). 

(ii) In the TC, or TC-1, or zoning districts, each parcel of land may 
display not more than six (6) additional flags, except as may be 
permitted under subsection (6)b.(iii), not exceeding twenty-four 
(24) square feet, when displayed on a flagpole or streetlight pole, 
and when they are an integral part of a plan of streetscaping and 
landscaping amenities approved under the zoning ordinance, which 
incorporates decorative streetlights, brick paving, benches, 
decorative waste receptacles, decorative planter boxes and 
landscaping. The approved streetscape and landscape plan, 
including the utilization of such flags, shall be consistent with the 
design of such amenities throughout the district. 

(iii) Buildings within the TC and TC-1 zoning districts may display 
additional flags on building walls and/or streetscape abutting a 
public road, based upon the length of such building walls. Building 
walls of one hundred (100) to two hundred (200) feet in length may 
display up to two (2) additional flags, not exceeding twenty-four 
(24) square feet. Building walls greater than two hundred (200) 
feet and up to three hundred (300) feet in length may display up 
to three (3) additional flags. Building walls greater than three 
hundred (300) feet in length may display up to four (4) additional 
flags. Building wall length shall be based upon the overall 
width/length measurements, depicted in the building's approved 
site plan. 

(iv) The above limitations on the number of flags shall not apply to any 
single-family residence or to any apartment dwelling when the flags 
are located within an area leased to a resident and not within any 
common area. 

(v) All flags shall be maintained in good repair so as to prevent tearing, 
fraying or other deterioration. The failure to replace or repair a 
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deteriorated flag within thirty (30) days' notice of such condition 
shall constitute a violation of this Code. 

(7) Traffic or other municipal signs such as legal notices, railroad crossing, danger, 
and other emergency signs as may be approved by the council or the city manager. 

(8) Where exterior racks or showcases are permitted, each such rack or showcase 
may contain a single sign not exceeding ten (10) percent of the largest visible face 
area and shall meet the placement requirements set forth for ground pole signs. 

(9) Except as specifically prohibited in this ordinance, one illuminated sign not to 
exceed three and one half (3 112) square feet in area and each 36 inches in any 
dimension, displayed through the building glass. 

(10) Vending machines on the exterior of business establishments, where permitted, 
shall be permitted two (2) signs. The total area of such signs shall not exceed ten 
(10) percent of the wall surface area of the side of the vending machine on which 
such signs are located, but not to exceed a maximum area of ten (10) square feet 
for all such signs. All portions of such signs shall be located within the face of the 
vending machine. 

(11) Signs displayed in, on, or through building glass area of a non-residential 
(commercial) use, where such sign covers not more than twenty-five (25) percent 
of all the glass area of the frontage of the building premises displaying the sign. 

(b) Permit required. 
(1) Private traffic-control signs which conform to the requirements of the Michigan 

Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, published in accord with Section 608 of 
Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1949 (MCL 257.608), as amended. 

(2) Private parking lot and drive signs based upon the following standards: One (1) 
ground pole sign per entrance not to exceed three (3) square feet in area and six 
(6) feet in height may be located within the minimum setback area. 

Sec. 28-8. - Off-premises advertising signs permitted according to district. 

The following types of off-premises advertising signs, illuminated or unilluminated, shall 
be permitted in the following districts in accordance with the following regulations: 

(a) Ground pole signs and wall signs shall be permitted in an 1-2 district, but only where the 
property is immediately abutting the 1-96 freeway. Ground pole signs shall be permitted 
in the OST district, only on properties abutting the freeway in the M-5 Corridor situated 
between 12 Mile Road and 14 Mile Road. 

(b) Area, height and placement regulations: 

1 
Structure 

·--

Placeme~ Area Height 
! Type 
; 

\ 
In 1-2 District, max. six hundred 

Thirty (30) feet (See Not less than the required 
seventy-two (672) square feet. In 

Ground 
OST District, M-5 Corridor, max. 

measurement yard setback, and not closer 

pole 
hundred and seventy-two (672) 

method, section 28- than fifty (50) feet from any 
1.) residential property. 

: 
square feet. 
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Wall Sign 
Max. three hundred and sixty (360) 

square feet 

controlled by 
to exceed 

of wall. 

(c) In no event shall any off-premises advertising sign be closer than one thousand two 
hundred (1,200) feet from another off-premises advertising sign, measured on a direct 
line from sign to sign. Within the M-5 Corridor as described above, only one (1) groundpole 
sign shall be permitted, and only on the east side of M-5 abutting the freeway. Placement 
of signs shall also be subject to any rules or regulations of the State of Michigan. 

(d) The structure of a ground pole sign shall be of durable material (metal, steel, aluminum, 
fiberglass, or the like); no wood or other combustible material shall be permitted 

(e) Groundpole signs may be two-sided and have changeable copy. 
(f) Lighting shall comply with all applicable provisions of the Code of Ordinances. 

Sec. 28-9. - Noncommercial message permitted; right-of-way. 

Anything in this chapter to the contrary notwithstanding, a sign permitted in this chapter 
as a permanent on-premises sign or off-premises sign may contain a lawful non-commercial 
message, except for traffic signs, railroad crossing signs, danger or other emergency signs, and 
directional signs. 

Temporary noncommercial message signs, only, may be placed within right-of-way under 
the city's jurisdiction, provided that there is no area available on the private property to place the 
sign, and further provided that such signs shall be placed no less than ten (10) feet from the 
traveled portion of any public street or road. For purposes of this regulation, the traveled portion 
of the road includes any road shoulder. The building official shall permit a sign closer than ten 
(10) feet to the traveled portion of the road only where all of the following conditions are satisfied: 

(a) There is less than ten (10) feet of space between the traveled portion of the street or road 
and any principal or accessory building on the property so that it is not possible to place 
a sign in conformance with the ten-foot limit; 

(b) The sign shall be located as far away as possible from the traveled portion of the street 
or road while remaining visible; 

(c) The sign does not obstruct the vision of drivers; and 
(d) The sign does not obstruct or detract from the visibility of any traffic sign or traffic control 

device. 

After affording the proponent of the sign an opportunity to be heard, the building official 
may revoke the permission for a sign closer than ten (10) feet if, based upon accepted traffic 
safety principles, it is concluded that the closer sign placement causes a traffic hazard. 

Sec. 28-10. - Prohibited signs. 

(a) A sign not expressly permitted is prohibited. 
(b) The following signs shall not be permitted, erected, or maintained in any district, anything 

in this chapter to the contrary notwithstanding: 
(1) Flashing signs. 
(2) Feather flags, pennants, spinners, and streamers. 
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(3) String lights used in connection with commercial premises for commercial 
purposes, other than holiday decorations. 

(4) Animated signs. 
(5) Any sign or sign structure that: 

a. Is structurally unsafe; 
b. Constitutes a hazard to safety or health by reason of inadequate 

maintenance, dilapidation, or abandonment; 
c. Is not kept in good repair; 
d. Is capable of causing electrical shocks to persons likely to come in contact 

with it; 
e. Has peeling paint on any surface; 
f. Has any parts broken, missing letters, or nonoperational lights. 

(6) Any sign which, by reason of its size, location, content, coloring, or manner of 
illumination, constitutes a traffic hazard or a detriment to traffic safety by 
obstructing the vision of drivers, or by obstructing, or detracting from the visibility 
of any traffic sign or control device on public streets and roads. 

(7) Any sign which obstructs free ingress to or egress from a required door, window, 
fire escape or other required exitway. 

(8) Any sign unlawfully installed, erected, or maintained. 
(9) Any sign now or hereafter existing that no longer meets the definition of an on

premises sign, unless it is a non-commercial message sign. 
(10) Portable signs except where expressly permitted in this chapter. 
(11) Unlawful motor vehicle signs. It shall be unlawful to park, place, or store a vehicle 

or trailer on which there is a motor vehicle sign on private property where an on
premises ground or wall sign is located if: 
a. The motor vehicle sign is attached to a vehicle or trailer that is unregistered 

or not operable; 
b. The motor vehicle sign is larger in any dimension than or extends beyond 

any surface of the vehicle or trailer to which it is attached; 
c. The motor vehicle sign is attached to a vehicle or trailer that is parked or 

stored in a public right-of-way or an area not designed, designated, or 
commonly used for parking; 

d. The motor vehicle sign is attached to a vehicle or trailer that is regularly 
parked or stored in a "front yard" or "side yard," as such terms are defined 
in the zoning ordinance, Appendix B of this Code, that abuts a street, when 
there are other areas of the property designed, designated, or available for 
the parking or storage of the vehicle or trailer that are not visible from the 
street or do not abut streets; or 

e. The motor vehicle sign is attached to a vehicle or trailer that is regularly 
parked or stored within fifty (50) feet of a street, when there are other 
areas of the property designed, designated, or available for the parking or 
storage of the vehicle or trailer that are more distant from the street or not 
visible from the street. 

The foregoing prohibition shall not apply if: 
a. The vehicle is temporarily parked in a particular location in the course of 

conducting personal activities or business activities that involve the loading 
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or unloading of goods for customers, providing services to off-site 
customers, conducting off-site business, or engaging in work breaks; 

b. The activities in subsection a, above, are being actively undertaken during 
the period of such parking; 

c. The activities in subsection a, above, require the presence of the vehicle 
for purposes of transporting equipment, people, supplies and/or goods 
necessary for carrying out such activities; and 

d. The activities in subsection a, above, are not, other than incidentally, 
related to advertising, identifying, displaying, directing, or attracting 
attention to an object, person, institution, organization, business, product, 
service, event or location. 

Sec. 28-13. -Construction materials. 

(a) Generally. Materials of construction for signs and sign structures shall be of the quality 
and grade as specified for structures in the state construction code. 

(b) Combustible materials. All signs and sign structures erected shall conform to the state 
construction code relating to combustibility. 

(c) Nonstructural trim. Nonstructural trim may be of wood, metal, approved plastics, or any 
combination thereof. 

(d) Fastenings. Signs erected to masonry, concrete or steel shall be safely and securely 
fastened thereto by means of metal anchors, bolts, or approved expansion screws of 
sufficient size and anchorage to support safely the loads applied. All building fastenings 
must be of noncorrosive materials. Lightweight sign letters may be attached by means of 
an approved adhesive. 

(e) Illumination. Signs may be illuminated internally or externally unless expressly prohibited 
in this chapter. All sign lighting shall be either enclosed or directed away from roadways, 
traffic areas and adjacent residential properties. Sign lighting shall be focused on the sign 
to avoid stray lighting, and shall not be arranged to shine into the night sky. These 
provisions shall not apply to flags permitted by subsection 28-7a(6). 

Sec. 28-14. - Windloads. 

For the purpose of design, wind pressure shall be taken upon the gross area of the vertical 
projection of all signs and sign structures at not less than fifteen (15) pounds per square foot for 
those portions above the ground. In calculating wind pressure on curved surfaces such as 
cylindrical or spherical signs or sign structures, this pressure shall be assumed to act on six-tenths 
(6/10) of the projected area. In all open frame signs or sign structures, the area used in 
computing wind pressure shall be one-half (V2) times the net area of the framing members 
exposed to the wind. 

Sec. 28-15. -Nonconforming and abandoned or obsolete signs. 

(a) The lawful use of a sign exactly as the sign existed on the date of this amendment may 
be continued, except as otherwise provided in this chapter, although that sign does not 
conform with this chapter. It is the intent of this chapter, however, to recognize the 
eventual elimination, as expeditiously as is reasonable, of such lawful nonconforming 
signs. 
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(b) A nonconforming sign: 
(1) Shall not be structurally altered so as to prolong the life of the sign or to change 

the shape, size, type, or design of the sign, or in any way that would increase the 
degree or extent of nonconformity of such sign; 

(2) Shall not be expanded or relocated; 
(3) Shall not be reestablished after damage or destruction, if the estimated expense 

of reconstruction exceeds fifty (50) percent of the appraised replacement cost as 
determined by the building official; 

(c) An on-premises sign related to a business that has closed or ceased operations or ceased 
conducting business shall be deemed to be abandoned or obsolete. Abandonment or 
obsolescence of a nonconforming sign shall terminate immediately the right to maintain 
such a sign, subject to the following requirements: 
(1) An abandoned or obsolete sign and its supporting structure shall be removed by 

the property owner or lessee of the premises upon which the sign is located when 
the business which it advertises is no longer conducted on the premises within ten 
(10) days after written notice from the city manager or his or her designee. 

(2) A sign that is in conformity with the other provisions of these regulations may 
remain in place if such sign is obscured by the use of a blank panel attached within 
the frame of the sign and shall be permitted to remain for a period not to exceed 
one hundred and twenty (120) days. 

(3) Where a successor to an inactive business agrees, within thirty (30) days of the 
date of written notice by the building official or his or her designee, to maintain 
the sign as provided for by these regulations, this removal requirement shall not 
apply, but only if and to the extent that the existing sign and structure conforms 
to all current sign requirements. 

(d) Any illegal nonconforming signs that exist on the effective date of this amendment shall 
be removed immediately upon the effective date of this amendment shall be replaced by 
signs that conform to these regulations. 

Sec. 28-16. - Appeals. 

(a) Appeal from the ruling of any officer, department, board or bureau of the city concerning 
the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter may be made by any aggrieved party 
within thirty (30) days of the ruling to the zoning board of appeals, sitting as an 
administrative appeal board under this chapter. 

(b) The zoning board of appeals shall have the authority to: 
(1) Correct errors in the application of this chapter by the Planning Commission or 

administrative officials; 
(2) Interpret the provisions of this chapter; and 
(3) Grant variance relief from the provisions of this chapter. Variance relief may be 

granted by the zoning board of appeals upon an affirmative finding of practical 
difficulty. The board may find a practical difficulty on the basis of any of the 
following: 
a. That the request is based upon circumstances or features that are 

exceptional and unique to the property and do not result from conditions 
that exist generally in the city or that are self-created; 
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b. That the failure to grant relief will unreasonably prevent or limit the use of 
the property and will result in substantially more than mere inconvenience 
or inability to attain a higher economic or financial return; 

c. That the grant of relief would be offset by other improvements or actions, 
such as increased setbacks or increased landscaping, such that the net 
effect will result in an improvement of the property or the project; 

d. That construction of a conforming sign would require the removal or 
significant alteration of natural features on the property. 

Before granting variance relief, the board shall also find that the grant of relief will not 
result in a use or structure that is incompatible with or unreasonably interferes with 
adjacent or surrounding properties, will result in substantial justice being done to both the 
applicant and adjacent or surrounding properties, and is not inconsistent with the spirit 
and intent of this chapter. 

(c) The zoning board of appeals may revoke any grant of a variance for violation of such 
grant upon the giving of thirty-days' notice of such violation to the owner of the premises 
and a hearing held thereon. 

(d) Upon receipt of an application for an appeal, interpretation, or variance, one (1) notice 
that a request has been received shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the city and shall be sent by mail or personal delivery to the owners of the property for 
which the request is being considered, to all persons to whom real property is assessed 
within three hundred (300) feet of the boundary of the property in question, and to the 
occupants of all structures within three hundred (300) feet. Such notice shall be given not 
less than fifteen (15) days before the date of the hearing. If the name of an occupant is 
not known, the term "occupant" may be used in making notification. Notification need not 
be given to more than one (1) occupant of a structure, except that if a structure contains 
more than one (1) dwelling unit or spatial area owned or leased by different individuals, 
partnerships, businesses, or organizations, one (1) occupant of each unit or spatial area 
shall receive notice. In the case of a single structure containing more than four (4) dwelling 
units or other distinct spatial areas owned or leased by different individuals, partnerships, 
businesses, or organizations, notice may be given to the manager or owner of the 
structure who shall be requested to post a notice at the primary entrance to the structure. 
The notice shall: 
(1) Describe the nature of the variance or appeal; 
(2) Indicate the property which is the subject of the request; 
(3) State when and where the request will be considered; 
( 4) Indicate when and where written comments will be received concerning the 

request. 

Sec. 28-17. -Violations; signs in violation declared public nuisance. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, maintain, enlarge, alter, move, or 
convert any sign in the city, or cause or permit the same to be done on his property 
contrary to or in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter. 

(b) Any sign which is erected, constructed, maintained, enlarged, altered, moved, or 
converted in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter is hereby declared to be a 
public nuisance per se, and may be abated by order of any court of competent jurisdiction. 

(c) In addition to the remedies otherwise provided, the city may remove and dispose of an 
unlawful sign on public property. 
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(d) Any person, firm or corporation determined to have been in violation of the provisions of 
this chapter shall be responsible for a municipal civil infraction and subject to the 
provisions of section 1-11 of this Code. 

PART II. 

Severability. Should any section, subdivision, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance be declared 
by the courts to be invalid, the validity of the Ordinance as a whole, or in part, shall not be 
affected other than the part invalidated. 

PART III. 

Savings Clause. The amendment of the Novi Code of Ordinances set forth in this Ordinance 
does not affect or impair any act done, offense committed, or right accruing, accrued, or acquired 
or liability, penalty, forfeiture or punishment, pending or incurred prior to the amendment of the 
Novi Code of Ordinances set forth in this Ordinance. 

PART IV. 

Repealer. All other Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed 
only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 

Robert J. Gatt, Mayor 

Cortney Hanson, City Clerk 

Certificate of Adoption 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the ordinance adopted 
at the regular meeting of the Novi City Council held on the __ day of , 2017. 

Cortney Hanson, City Clerk 
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WORKING DRAFT 6.2311.16.161.6.17 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND 

CITY OF NOVI 

ORDINANCE NO. 16-___ _ 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF NOVI CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, AT CHAPTER 28, "SIGNS" IN ORDER TO 
COMPREHENSIVELY REVISE REGULATIONS RELATING TO 
PURPOSE AND INTENT; PERMITTING PROCESS; 
PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY SIGNS; BILLBOARDS; 
DEFINITIONS; APPEALS; AND OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ORDINANCE. 

THE CITY OF NOVI ORDAINS: 

PART I. That Chapter 28, "Signs" of the City of Novi Code of Ordinances is hereby amended 
read in its entirety as follows: 

Sec. 28-1. 
Sec. 28-1.5. 
Sec. 28-2. 
Sec. 28-3. 
Sec. 28-4. 
Sec. 28-5. 
Sec. 28-6. 
Sec. 28-7. 
Sec. 28-8. 
Sec. 28-9. 
Sec. 28-10. 
Sec. 28-13. 
Sec. 28-14. 
Sec. 28-15. 
Sec. 28-16. 
Sec. 28-17. 

- Definitions 
- Preamble; purpose 
- Rules and regulations to interpret and implement chapter. 
-Permits. 
- Liability insurance for signs on public property. 
- Permitted according to district. 
- Temporary signs. 
- Allowed in all districts 
- Off-premises advertising signs permitted according to district 
-Noncommercial message permitted. 
- Prohibited signs. 
- Construction materials. 
- Windloads. 
- Nonconforming and abandoned or obsolete signs. 
-Appeals. 
- Violations; signs in violation declared public nuisance. 

Sec. 28-1. - Definitions. 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning: 



Area of sign means the entire area within the smallest circle, triangle, parallelogram, or 
other regular geometric shape that encloses the extreme limits of any writing, picture, logo, 
representation, emblem, or figure of similar character, together with any frame or other material 
or color forming an integral part of the display or used to differentiate such sign from the 
background against which it is placed, excluding the necessary supports or uprights on which 
such sign is placed. Where a sign has two (2) or more faces, the area of all faces shall be included 
in determining the area of the sign, except that where two (2) such faces are placed back to back 
and are at no point more than two (2) feet from one another, the area of the sign shall be taken 
as the area of one (1) face if the two (2) faces are of equal area, or as the area of the larger face 
if the two (2) faces are of unequal area. [ADD GRAPHICS] 

Communityspecia/eventmeans a charitable, educational, or public event occurring 'lo'ithin 
the City of Nevi. 

District means a zoning district as established in appendix A, "zoning ordinance", as 
amended. 

Fueling station means a space, structure, or building or part of a building for the retail 
sale or supply of motor fuels, lubricants, air, water, and other customary facilities and minor 
service for the installation of such commodities in or on such motor vehicle, but not including 
special facilities for the painting, major repair, or similar servicing thereof. 

Height of ground sign means the vertical distance measured from the natural surface 
grade of the land, without including any berm, landscaping, grading, or other artificially or 
unnaturally constructed or raised portion of land beneath the midpoint of the face of the sign, to 
the highest point of the sign or supporting structure. Where setback regulations require a ground 
sign to be behind or on top of a landscaped berm mandated by the city zoning ordinance, the 
building department, upon review with the city's planning consultantplanner, may permit a 
variance to the height measurement, but only to the extent necessary to prevent the sign from 
being obscured by the landscaped berm. [ADD GRAPHICS] 

Lineal feet, when used in determining the area of sign, means the length of the first floor 
business frontage of the business premises on which the sign is located. 

Noncommercial means not related to or connected with trade and traffic or commerce in 
general. 

Parcel of land means a unit of contiguous real property under common ownership. Where 
property is divided into condominium units, such units shall not be treated as separate parcels of 
land for purposes of this chapter, except for individual units that have been the subject of separate 
approved site plans complying in all respects with the city zoning ordinance. 

Required setback means the minimum setback required for the respective district as 
specified in appendix A, "zoning ordinance", as amended. However, setback, when used in 
determining sign area, shall be the distance the sign is from the nearest street centerline 
measured along a perpendicular line to that street line. 
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Sign means a name, identification, description, display, device, illustration, design, 
banner, flag, pennant, logo, or trademark that is affixed to, painted on, or otherwise represented, 
placed, located, or set directly or indirectly upon a parcel of land, including a building or structure, 
in a manner so as to be visible from any public street, sidewalk, alley, park, or other property, 
and that advertises, publicizes, or directs attention to a service, product, activity, person, 
institution, organization, or business. Types of signs are as follewsinclude: 

(1) Animated sign means a sign, other than a changeable copy sign, whereby the sign 
itself or the information conveyed incorporates or involves action, motion, or the 
appearance of action or motion, such as flashing lights, color changes, moving 
parts, reflective materials, traveling, tracing, or scrolling messages, rotating 
images, or video-like features. 

(2) Business center ground sign means an on premises sign that identifies the name 
and/or logo of a located on a parcel of land that is developed with a group of four 
(4) or more contiguous stores or contiguous industrial businesses or an industrial 
subdivision developed as a planned complex, or of a multi-tenant, multi-story office 
or industrial building, and that does not contain any additional information 
regarding individual stores, services, businesses, institutions, organizations or 
industries located v.·ithin the planned complex or contiguous stores. 

(3) Business sign means a sign that directs attention to a business or profession 
conducted, or to a product, service, or activity sold or offered upon, the premises 
where such sign is located and that references only the name of the business at 
the premises, the profession conducted, and the product, service, or activity sold 
or provided at the premises. 

( 4J) Canopy sign means fl.._ an identification or business sign painted on, or attached flat 
against the surface of a canopy or awning projection from the building. 

(51) Changeable copy sign means a sign designed so the copy can be changed either 
manually or electronically, while the surface of the sign remains unchanged.--=r:fte 
i~s---aflB-fncssages disp~aye& electronically on th~ must be static, and the 
t-Fa-AsiBOR--frem-eHe-{~e-another must be instantaneous without 
aA-Y-".Jj3€Eial-effe€&-A-s+gn-oo-whtch the message chaRges more than four (4) times 
per-·mimJ-te-{Bn€e-ev€ry--f\f-teeA-{+-5j-se€6Hds-)-sha+l-ae-coHSiEk;re~-si-§fu 

(6) Directory sign means a wall or \Nindo'v'v' sign located at the pedestrian entry of a 
building listing occupants and tenants inside a building. 

(72.) Entranceway sign means a ground identification sign that designates the street!§ 
located at or near the entranceway to a residential, industrial, or commercial 
subdivision, apartment complex, condominium development, or other integrated 
or coordinated multi-parcel development or permitted institution, from a public 
right-of-way. 

(8§) Flashing sign means any sign that contains or is illuminated by a light source that 
produces a brilliant flash and darkness on an alternating basis resulting in a 
pulsating effect designed to attract attention, or that contains an intermittent or 
sequential light source, or that emits light in sudden transmission. 

(9) Grand opening sign means a sign intended to promote or advertise the initial 
opening of a commercial business. 

(ffiZ) Ground sign means a sign, not attached to any building, supported by a monument 
placed in the ground surface such that the entire bottom of the sign is affixed to 
the ground and is not supported by poles, columns, or uprights. 
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(H!D Groundpole sign means a sign attached to a pole or poles temporarily Elri-veA 
anchored into the ground, the sole purpose of which pole or poles is to hold the 
sign. 

(-1-22} Help wanted sign means a sign soliciting employees for the place of buisiness 
where posted and that does not contain any information other than that relating 
to the solicitation of employees. 

_(13) Identification sign means a sign containing the name of the person or entity 
occupying the premises 'Nhere located, the type of business, mvner, or resident, 
and/or the street address or building number, and 'v'v'hich sets forth no other 
advertisement display. 

(±42) Illuminated sign means a sign that provides artificial light by either emission or 
reflection. 

(±51Q) Kiosk pedestal sign means a freestanding sign on a sidewalk or other public or 
private open space space. providing directory information of tenant names and 
locations. A kiosk sign shall not contain any logos, designs, trademarks, or any 
other form of advertisement. 

(±611) Off-premises acA'Cftising sign means a sign that contains a message unrelated to 
a business or profession conducted or to a commodity, service, or activity sold or 
offered upon the premises where such sign is located. 

(-!712) On-premises acA'Cftising sign means a sign that contains a message related to a 
business or profession conducted or to a commodity, service, or activity, sold or 
offered upon the premises where such sign is located. 

(-±81~) Noncommercial message sign means a sign that is not related to or connected 
with trade and traffic or commerce in general and includes an election sign or a 
sign expressing an opinion or other point of view. 

(±914) Portable sign means a freestanding sign not permanently anchored or secured to 
either a building or the ground. 

(~12.) Projecting sign means a double sided sign with an identical message on both sides 
which is affixed to any building or structure, whose height is equal to or greater 
than its width, and projects in such a way that the sign on which the message is 
placed perpendicular to the wall to which it is attached. 

(ti 16) Temporary sign means a display sign, banner, or advertising device, with or 
without a structural frame, intended for a limited period of display, including 
displays for holidays or public demonstrations or events. 

f2:2-±&j-Tefflperary-(Jf'emetional sigfl-ffleaffl a sign that --is--sj3ecifically au-ther~d--by 
Fesolution of the city council in connection with an event or promotion and that is 
subject to any lim+tations as to size, duration, and puFpose as are established in 
such resolutl-e-IT. 

(BlZ) Wall sign means a sign which is attached directly to or painted upon a building 
wall which does not project more than eighteen (18) inches therefrom. The 
exposed face of the sign must be in a plane parallel to the wall of the building. 
The sign must not extend above the height of the wall. 

(~ 18_) Motor vehicle sign means a sign measuring more than two (2) square feet in size 
that is mounted, placed, written, or painted on a vehicle or trailer, whether motor
driven or not. 

(2:51Q.) Prometienal Exposition event wall sign means a sign that is attached directly to a 
building wall and that does not project more than eighteen (18) inches therefrom, 
including the entire surface excluding any frame, which sign is intended to change 
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on a regular basis in order to promotewith the specific exposition events_,_ -te--be 
held for a short, set period of time at the building on 'Nhich the sign is displayed. 
A promotional wall sign shall be exclusively for the identification of on premises 
events and shall not contain any information other than that specifically related to 
the event being promoted; provided, hmvever, that an event sponsor may be 
identified in the sign in a manner ancillary to the identification of the event. T~e 
e}(~~se€1 faee ~f t~e si~i=l s~all ~e ii=l a ~lai=le ~arallel t@ t~e wall ®f t~e ~~;;~il€1ii=l~. T~e 
si~i=l s~all l'l@t eHtel'l€1 a~@ve t~e ~ei~~t ®f t~e wall @1'1 wl=liel=l it is ~laee€1. A 
~r®ffi®ti®t=~al wall si~i=l sl=lalll'l®t ~e a!'l al'liffiateel si~i=l, el=lal'l§ea~le e®~V si§l'l, ai=l€1{®r 
flasl=lil'l~ si§i=l. Promotional wall signs are only permitted in the EXO district subject 
to the standards of section 28 5. 

This definition of sign shall not include: 

(1) Signs less than one (1) square foot in area, when accessory to the use of the 
parcel of land (for example, to direct traffic interior to a site). 

----- -------Ba§s=-er insignia of -a--gevernment. 
(2) Legal notices, including but not limited to signs required for proposed rezoning 

changes. 
(3) Decorative displays in connection with a recognized holiday, provided that the 

display does not exceed 75 days. 
(4) Signs required by law (e.g., fire code). 

Thoroughfare means a major arterial, arterial, or minor arterial as established in the 
master plan adopted by the city pursuant to Act No. 285 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1931 
(MCL 125.31 et seq., MSA 5.2991 et seq.), as amended. 

Vending machine means a currency currency-operated machine for selling small articles 
or services. 

Sec. 28-1.5. - Preamble; purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to establish standards for the time, place, and manner of 
the erection and use of signs, symbols, markings, and advertising devices within the city. The 
standards are designed to promote the health, public safety, and welfare of persons within the 
community, including the promotion of traffic safety and aesthetics, and to aid in development 
and promotion of business and industry by providing sign regulations that encourage creativity, 
effectiveness, and flexibility in design and use of such devices without creating detriment to the 
general public. 

It is further the intent of this chapter to: 

(a) Ensure that the constitutionally-guaranteed right of free speech is protected and to allow 
signs as a means of communication, subject to appropriate and legally-permissible time, 
place, and manner restrictions. 

(b) Protect the safety of drivers and others by precluding animated signs and limiting 
changeable copy signs in a manner intended to lessen the diversion or distractions of a 
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driver's attention from the roadway, particularly with regard to larger signs on heavily
trafficked roadways. Encourage good design in the context of the overall image and visual 
environment of the city, and prescribe sound practices v.·ith respect to size, spacing, 
illumination, type and placement of signs for the purpose of safeguarding and enhancing 
properties in each of the various types of zoning districts. 

(b) Enhance the appearance of the business community, taking into account the nature of 
the use, and thus stimulate as well as protect the economic vitality of the city and the 
orderly gro•¢,tth and development of business and industry in the city. 

(c) Provide for signage that is adequate but not excessive and that displays a message 
through use of pictures, symbols and logos for rapid comprehension by the public. 

(d) Prohibit the erection of signs in such numbers, sizes, designs and locations as may create 
a hazard or distraction to pedestrians and motorists and thus promote safety upon the 
streets and highways in the city. 

(e) Protect the safety of drivers and others by precluding animated signs and limiting 
changeable copy signs in a manner intended to lessen the diversion or distractions of a 
driver's attention from the road'>Nay, particularly ·.vith regard to larger signs on heavily 
trafficked roadways. 

(fg) Avoid excessive competition for large or multiple signs, so that permitted signs provide 
adequate identification and direction while minimizing clutter, unsightliness, and 
confusion. 

(gf) Prevent sign overload and excessively large signs which creates a visually chaotic and 
competitive situation within the business community. 

(g) Encourage good design in the context of the overall image and visual environment of the 
city, and prescribe sound practices with respect to size, spacing, illumination, type and 
placement of signs for the purpose of safeguarding and enhancing properties in each of 
the various types of zoning districts. 

(h) Enhance the appearance of the business community, taking into account the nature of 
the use, and thus stimulate as well as protect the economic vitality of the city and the 
orderly growth and development of business and industry in the city. 

(Rl) Protect public investment in public structures, open spaces and thoroughfares. 
(tj) Minimize the adverse effects of signs on nearby public and private property. 
(j]s) Enhance the effectiveness of necessary directional and warning signs. 
(kl) Preserve property values. 
(ml) Recognize that advertising signs are a legitimate advertising medium in the locations 

which neither lessen the visual attributes of the city through the placement of such signs, 
nor cause confusion, safety problems or lessen the ability to identify local businesses 
through visual clutter. 

(mn) Regulate the number and size of advertising signs within the city in the interests of 
economic prosperity, civic pride, quality of life and general welfare of the people who 
reside in, are visiting, are employed in or conduct business in the city. 

Sec. 28-2. - Rules and regulations to interpret and implement chapter. 

The city manager shall have the power (but not the obligation) as may be necessary in 
the interest of the public safety, health, and general welfare to adopt and promulgate rules and 
regulations to interpret and implement provisions of this chapter and to secure the intent thereof. 
Such rules and regulations shall become effective after filing with the council. 
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Sec. 28-3. - Permits. 

(a) Required. Except as expressly provided in sections 28-7, relating to temporary signs, and 
section 28-8, relating to signs allowed in all districts, it shall be unlawful for any person to 
erect, alter, relocate, or maintain any sign or other advertising structure without first 
obtaining a permit therefor from the city and payment of a fee provided for in this section. 

(b) Application. Application for erection permits shall be made upon forms provided for by the 
city, and shall contain or have attached thereto the following information: 
(1) Name, address and telephone number of the applicant; 
(2) Location of building, structure, or lot to which the sign is to be attached or erected; 
(3) Position of the sign in relation to nearby buildings, structures, and property lines; 
(4) Two (2) drawings of the plans and specifications and method of construction and 

attachment to the building or in the ground; 
(5) Copy of stress sheets and calculations, if deemed necessary by the building official, 

showing the structure as designed for dead load and wind pressure in accordance 
with regulations ~ted by the building official required under the Single State 
Construction Code; 

(6) Name and address of the person erecting the structure; 
(7) Any electrical permit required and issued for such sign; 
(8) Insurance policy or bond as required by this chapter; 
(9) Such other information as the city manager or his or her designee may require to 

show full compliance with this and all other applicable laws of the city and the 
state; 

_(10) In the discretion of the city manager or his or her designee when in his or her 
opinion the public safety requires it, the application containing the material 
required by this section shall, in addition, bear the certificate or seal of a registered 
architect or engineer as a condition to the issuance of a permit; 

(i:-1-10) In all applications for entranceway signs, the city manager or his or her designee 
shall require that appropriate provisions have been made to ensure continued 
maintenance of the sign. 

(c) Fee. A permit fee shall be paid to the city for each permanent permit and each temporary 
permit required by this chapter as shall in an amount to be set by resolution of the council 
from time to time . 

.(g}_ Review of Application 
(1) Sign permit applications that relate to construction of a new building or an addition 

to an existing building may submitted, reviewed, and approved as part of a site 
plan application. Proposed signs shall be shown on the preliminary site plan. 
Alternatively, an applicant may choose to submit a sign application to the Building 
Official for administrative review. Following preliminary site plan approval, any 
QQ.Qli.<;:ation to amend a sign permit or for a new or additional sign shall be 
submitted to the Building Official. 

Q_L_ The Buildiog Official shall review and approve the sign permit application for a sign 
groposed on a parcel of lar)d or existiog building where no other new construction 
is permitted_, 

-(Q) Ordinary maintenance. No permit is required for the ordinary servicing or repainting of an 
existing sign message, the cleaning of a sign, the changing of information on a directory 
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sign, or the changing of advertising on a permitted sign specifically designed for regular 
change of message without change in structure. 

Sec. 28-4. - Hability in5tlfaf1€e-fuf-s~igns on public property; insurance. 

_t{Q_?Jgn._?bgll be IQ_Q3te_d within,_QrojeQ;Jnto, or overh9.n9-lllJYJ2.Ublic right-of-way, exc~ 
fi.5_QJ:D_~_cwi s~.Qe rm i tt~Q_ h~ rei ll. 

If any waiiT_QI projecting poletBf-Foof sign is suspended over a public street or public 
property, or if the vertical distance of such sign above the street or property is greater than the 
horizontal distance from the sign to the public property line or parapet wall and is so located as 
to be able to fall or to be pushed onto the public street or property, then the owner of such sign 
shall provide at the time of obtaining a permit and keep in force a public liability insurance policy, 
approved by the city attorney, in the amounts set by resolution of the council or other formal city 
action. The policy shall indemnify the owner and the city from all damage suits or actions of every 
nature brought or claimed against the owner and the city for or on account of injuries or damages 
to persons or property received or sustained by any person through any act of omission or 
negligence of the owner, his servants, agents or employees regarding such sign. In lieu of an 
insurance policy an owner may present proof satisfactory to the city attorney that the owner is 
financially capable of self-insurance in the amounts required by resolution of the council. 

Sec. 28-5. -=-_Permanent signs Qermitted according to district-; 

The following types of permanent (non-temporary) signs, illuminated or unilluminated, 
shall be permitted in the following districts described in Appendix A to the City Code, the City of 
NQ'y'L2_9ning_ Orqinan_~_and in limited number, in accordance with the following regulations: 

(-1-fl.) Types of sOQ-Premis~s S~igns permitted in each]2y district: 

IJI!.i!tl~ign 

(P!!lJ§!.rl.ioli_1~, .. 1J1\liJipJ!!] 

R!ls.icJg.nti~! ~9:§~_~gya_rt;J.9.C?J 

tR.A,_R1:fi4,J!J,_.RM: m_a_~iL'l!.lm .. l?~?.ffiC?n 

J,.BJY!:.~,!\11_1:!1 

FQ.Qlrl_Q.t~m 

Qfti~t; 

(QS:!,Q?<::,Q?J) 

'!'!./.f~t;§!'!'!.'Jv..frC?Dt'!gt; 

frorUil.gt,_{1l_~llQg.t: 

business, foptnQ1.\UZ} 

lQJi.~.29.U a [Q_f.Q.QJ 
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~nd feet high. 
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f_()_Q\_r:D9l<Jt:n_L_1_1]1_,{1) 

liRD,ID-~:>\ifl1_y_m§ 

~~('Jbigb 

J.Q29.9iJLg.f~gL(U 

~i)/6 feet h_igh 
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ll_~i_g n s <I t_9__g_\!]QY.£[p_gn t r a 11 ~Q)_ 

t?U.IJJ_h_g{C'i_Q_Distris:J_g;]l_y,__QQi:rSJJin,_'il_~_gg_sitioJJ F<H:_LUties of over 150,000 squarg__feet up_ to (4) wall siKIJ1i__gj_360 "quare feet are permitted to be dl:;£2.@yed on a 

_b,rD<!i r1fL?_i£[~~-<J9la_~QD\JQ _ _il_flflln_tqr0lill9Jrg_<~W~Y 

(!}Sizt:QQF_SectjQQ?[~)_(~J 

a. In any residential district (RA, Rl, R2, R3, R1, RT, R~H, R~12, ~1H): 
1. Entranceway signs for residential subdivisions, apartment complexes, 

condominiums, and other integrated or coordinated multi parcel residential 
developments; 

2. Identification signs on schools and permitted nonresidential institutions, 
and on barns, identifying farm name and ovmership (only a ground sign or 
wall sign shall be permitted); 
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3. Business signs on churches and other religious uses; 
1. Business sign for permitted businesses vvithin RA districts (only a ground 

sign or "'vall sign shall be permitted); 
5. Temporary signs as noted in section 28 6; and 
6. Signs as noted in section 28 7. 

b. In any office district (OS 1, OS 2, OSC, and OST) or areas vo~ithin the boundaries 
of a planned suburban lmv rise overlay concept plan approved by the city, signs 
as follows: 
1. Business: Ground sign, 'lNall sign or canopy sign; 
2. Business center sign: Ground sign only; 
3. Entrance'v'·WY sign; 
'1. Temporary signs as noted in section 28 6; 
5. Signs as noted in section 28 7; 
6. Signs 'Nithin the boundaries of a planned suburban low rise overlay concept 

plan approved by the city shall only be externally illuminated. 
c. In any industrial district (I 1, I 2) on premises advertising signs as follows: 

1. Business sign: Ground sign, 'vvall sign or canopy sign; 
2. Business center sign: Ground sign only; 
3. Entranceway sign; 
1. Temporary signs as noted in section 28 6; 
5. Signs as noted in section 28 7. 

d. In B 1, B 2, B 3, FS, RC, NCC, C, and EXPO on premises advertising signs as 
follows: 
1. Business sign: Ground sign, 'vvall sign, or canopy sign; 
2. Business center sign: Ground sign only, and in the RC district only may also 

contain up to hvo (2) tenant names and logos; 
3. Temporary signs as noted in section 28 6; 
'1. Signs as noted in section 28 7; 

e. In any TC, TC 1, or GE district on premises advertising signs as follmvs: 
1. Business sign: ground sign, wall sign; 
2. Business center sign: ground sign only, and may also contain up to tv.·o (2) 

tenant names and logos; 
3. Directory signs as permitted in subsection (2)b.l(b)iii herein; 
1. Kiosk signs in accordance with subsection (2)e. herein; 
5. Signs in TC 1 and GE shall meet the standards set forth in subsection ('1) 

herein; 
6. Temporary signs as noted in section 28.6; 
7. Signs as noted in section 28 7. 

f. In any parking district (Pl): 
1. Temporary signs as noted in section 28 6; 
2. Signs as noted in section 28 7. 

g. In any EXO district on premises advertising signs as follows: 
1. Business sign: Ground signs, wall sign or canopy sign; 
2. Business center sign: Ground sign only; 
3. Temporary signs as noted in section 28 6; 
'1. Signs as noted in section 28 7; 
5. Promotional vvall sign(s) as noted in subsection (2) g., below. 
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(~_Q) Area height and placement regulations-;-, all zoning districts except TC-1 and GE 
a. Ground sign: 

1. Area: 
i. Except as provided belovv, ground signs shall not exceed a 

maximum thirty (30) square feet or one (1) square foot of sign area 
for each tvvo (2) feet of setback from the nearest street center line 
as required herein, whichever is greater, ·.vith a maximum area of 
one hundred (100) square feet. 

ii. V\'here the business is a fueling station, the maximum area of the 
sign shall be thirty (30) square feet. Fuel pricing information is 
permitted only on the following percentages of the area of the sign: 
If the fueling station is on a corner lot situated on tvvo (2) or more 
thoroughfares, then fifty (50) percent may be allotted for fuel 
pricing information; 
All other fueling stations are allotted t'vventy five (25) percent. 

iii. Ground signs within the boundaries of a planned suburban low rise 
overlay concept plan approved by the city shall not exceed thirty 
(30) square feet. 

2. Height: A ground sign shall not be greater than as follov.;s: 
i. Business center signs in the TC, TC 1, GE, and RC districts shall not 

exceed a height of fifteen (15) feet; See measurement method, 
section 28 1. 

ii. All other ground signs shall not exceed a height of six (6) feet; See 
measurement method, section 28 1. 

3~-·--···-Pluc-ernefl-t-;- Gl'®tlt=l€1 si§t=IS sAall Mt be ~laee€1 less tAat=l tAn::e (3) feet fmm 
tne ftJttJre (~lat=~t=~e€1) l'i§nt ®f way lit=~e. Tne si§t=l snail be ~laee€1 t=~a el®ser 
that=~ ~¥¥,· (5@) feet fmm at=~y resi€let=~tial €listl'iet. '#itnit=~ tne beH:Jt=~€laries af a 
~lat=~t=~e€1 subtJI'bat=~ l®w l'ise ®Vel'lay e®t=~eept plat=~ a~pHwe€1 by tne eity, 
§t'®t:Jt=l€1 Si§t=IS snail t=l®t be ~laee€1 less ti=Jat=l twet=~ty five (25) feet fmm tne 
ftJttJI'e (~lat=~t=~e€1) seetiat=~ lit=~e ma€1 l'i§nt af way lit=~e. 

eA(l)~ Wall sign-;-~- single or multi-story 
-h-----Ar-ea~ 

(a) All zoning districts except TC 1 and GE: 
fi) StA-g-le story buildingfs)-;-
.Q. Multiple businesses: A business having a first floor pedestrian entrance 

shall be allowed one and one-fourth (1114) square feet of signage per linear 
foot of contiguous public or private street frontage (including utility right
of-way frontage contiguous with a street) -up to a maximum of sixty-five 
(65) square feet 

b. Single business: A wall sign displayed on a building occupied by one (1) 
business shall not exceed one (1) square foot of signage for each tAree 
two (3-Z) feet of setback from the centerline of the nearest adjacent 
thoroughfare or collector street as defined in the master plan adopted by 
the city, as amended, but not greater than fifteen (15) percent of the 
frontage surface of the building and not greater than two hundred fifty 
(250) square feet,u-Aiess-a-~5f§~ffiitted under this cha!*f 
f~r-tl-re-·etti-ltltFTg,i-A-WJ::Hc-A-c-ase-t~A-at~not exceed sixty five (65) 
sq-ttare--feet. 
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In those instances where the wall sign is adjacent to a private roadway or 
drive within a development, the calculation required above shall be made 
based upon the distance to the centerline of that roadway or drive. If the 
wall sign area would be greater if calculated under the standard set forth 
in subsection-fa-)ftJ-a.(Q).(JJQ. above, then said standard shall be used. 

(ii2) Two (2) or more story buildings: 
afl.)_ ~~ultiple businesses: A 'Nail sign displayed on a building occupied by 

tvm (2) or more businesses shall not exceed sixty five (65) square 
feet. If more than one (1) 'Nail sign for the building is permitted 
under this chapter, the total area of all signs shall not exceed sixty 
five (65) square feet. 

bffi.} Single business: A wall sign displayed on a building occupied by one 
(1) business shall not exceed one (1) square foot of signage for 
each three t!YQ_(3k) feet of setback from the centerline of the 
nearest adjacent thoroughfare or collector street as defined in the 
master plan adopted by the city, as amended, but not greater than 
fifteen (15) percent of the frontage surface of the building and not 
greater than t'v'v'O hundred fifty (250) square feet, unless a ground 
sign is also permitted under this chapter for the building, in 'Nhich 
case the wall sign shall not exceed sixty five (65) square feet. 

In those instances where the wall sign is adjacent to a private roadway or 
drive within a development, the calculation required above shall be made 
based upon the distance to the centerline of that roadvv·ay or drive. If the 
wall sign area would be greater if calculated under the standard set forth 
in subsection (a)(ii)a. above, then said standard shall be used. 

~(2}:_ --Ground signs-~ 
ha. Arew. 
h- Except as provided below, ground signs shall not exceed a maximum thirty 

(30) square feet or one (1) square foot of sign area for each two (2) feet 
of setback from the nearest street center line as required herein, whichever 
is greater, with a maximum area of one hundred (100) square feet. 

thb. Where the business is a fueling station, the maximum area of the sign shall 
be thirty (30) square feet.t 

-
tti-;c. Ground signs within the boundaries of a planned suburban low-rise overlay 

concept plan approved by the city shall not exceed thirty (30) square feet. 

(b3c) -Signs in _--TC-1 and GE districts: 
(1) General reg_yJations 

ffg_,_7 A business having a first floor pedestrian entrance shall be allowed one and 
one-fourth (1114) square feet of signage per linear foot of contiguous public 
or private street frontage up to a maximum of sixty-five (65) square feet. 
Where a building has public or private street frontage on more than one 
(1) street, no single sign shall exceed one and one-fourth (1 V4) square feet 
per lineal foot of the frontage on the immediately contiguous street. 
Live/work units (i.e., buildings with commercial/office use on first floor, 
with residential use on the upper floor[s]), shall be allowed signage of no 
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greater than twelve (12) square feet, not to exceed six (6) feet in length, 
:that mav iflcitffie the name of the business; the profession, service, or 
geods-j3foviBcd; and a logo. 

{+t)2J A business having a first floor pedestrian entrance on a public or private 
street qualifying for a wall sign under subsection ~-~above, which 
also has a direct separate first floor pedestrian entrance in the rear of the 
building is allowed a second wall sign located in the rear of the building 
subject to: (1) the area of the sign shall not exceed one (1) square foot of 
signage for every two (2) lineal feet of rear wall to a maximum of twenty
four (24) square feet and (2) shall reflect a design consistent with the front 
signage decision. 

t*Jc. A building with business occupants on the upper floors or the interior space 
on the first floor of a building may have a d-irectory sign plaque not to 
exceed ten (10) square feet in area at the street entryway. 

ttv-Jd. Where a business has no contiguous public or private street frontage and 
the majority of its off-street parking is adjacent to an outside wall of the 
business, the business is permitted twenty-four (24) square feet ef 
identification or business signage. The sign shall be located no closer than 
thlr1':L_QO) feet on cente_r from anY- other similar sign, and shall be located 
9_Qjaccot to such parking lot or street, as applicable. 

{v-J~~- Where a business has contiguous public or private street frontage, but no 
separate first floor exterior entrance, the business is permitted twenty-four 
(24) square feet of identification or business signage. 

2. Height: Not to .h'ifl, Wall signs shall not exceed the height of the wall on 
which the sign is located. A wall sign permitted under subsection~ 
(2)b.l.(bjfi-);-f+8-a-AEI---fi-vt-~ and _<i_shall be located at least eight and 
one-half (8.5) feet above the surface of the surrounding grade and shall 
not exceed the height of the building wall. 

6 Each business in the TC 1 or GE district is allowed Q single wall sign if it: 
(i) Has a direct separate exterior first floor pedestrian entrance; or 
iliL Has frontage on a public or priva:te street:; or 
fH1:: Has an outside wall adjacent to a parking lot vvhere the majority of 

its off street parking occurs. Wi:!IL_?ia_A?RQrm.JJ;!:eq_ ·~o·itbil1 Jh9 IG_ 1 
district, __ lx:ca_usc_thc b_usines_s bas_ an Qittsi_dC:::'iJ'aJLa_dJace_nt_tojJ. 
pari<Ing_lol __ vv·herc_tbe _mai.orit): __ ofJts _off_street_pa.rki ng_JJccurs:_or 
wherc_tb_ere j_s_;)_ private _or _public streetsba ILb_e locate_d no __ d:Qscr 
than thirtY::fie) feet on center from any other similar sign. and shall 
be located adjacent to such parking lot or s:trect. as applicable. 

A directorv sign permitted under subsection (2)b.l.(b)(iii), shall not: e)(ceed ten 
(10) feet in height above the surrounding grade level. 

3. Placement: A vvall sign shall be placed as provided in the definition of "wall 
sign," section 28 1. A directory sign shall be at least one hundred t'vventy 
five (125) feet from any other directory sign. Further, where more than 
one separately ovmed and operated business occupies a building or parcel 
of land, those wall signs permitted for individual businesses shall be located 
on the same side of the building as the exterior wall abutting the business 
space, and wi:thin the lineal frontage of the respective business. Provided 
further, that ·.vhere such a building is orien:ted so that the front entrances 
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to the business do not face the adjacent thoroughfare, a business 
occupying that portion of the building nearest the thoroughfare 'Nhich is 
entitled to a sign under subsection (3)f., may place its sole 'qvall sign upon 
that wall facing the thoroughfare. VVhere "'vall signs are permitted on a wall 
'Nhich does not front a public or private street, the signs shall be placed 
\Nithin the boundaries of the business' 'Nail. Wall si~~s ~ermitted wit~i~ t~e 
TG 1 dist:rict, l®ecat:Jse t~e i®t:JsiAess ~as at=t ot:Jtside vv·all adjaeet=tt t:o a 
~arkit=t~ lot w~ere t:~e majority of its off st:reet: ~arkit=tg oect:Jrs or w~ere 
t~ere is a ~rivate or ~t:Ji®lic street s~all l®e loeated M eloser t~at=t t:~irty (3€l) 
feet o~ eet=tter from at=ty otl=ler similar sigt=t, at=td s~all l®e loeated adjaeet=tt to 
st:Jcl=l ~arldt=tg lot: or street, as ap~lieal®le. 

c. Canopy sign: 
1. Area: ~4aximum t'l9'enty four (21) square feet on either or both sides of the 

canopy. 
2. Placement: Shall be attached to and contained ·.vithin the perimeter of the 

face or valance of a canopy, the top of 'Nhich shall not exceed avclve (12) 
feet measured from grade or sidewalk. 

d. Entranceway sign: 
1. Area: ~4aximum oftvo<enty four (21) square feet. 
2. Height: ~4aximum of five (5) feet. 
3. Placement: Not: less tl=lat=t te~ (1€l) feet from a~y street rigl=lt of vvay at=td 

ot=tly i~ yards adjacet=tt b3 st:reet:s at: t:l=le et=ttra~ce to t:l=le st:Ji®divisit:m, 
aFJartmet=tt com~le)(, eo!=ldomi~it:Jm developme~t or permitted i~stit:t:Jtioi=l. 
Notwitl=lstat=tdi~~ tl=le al®ove, a~ et=ttra~eeway sig~ may l®e located witl=lit=t t:~e 
mediat=t of a i®ot:Jievard street vvl=len a lieet=tse for st:Jel=l is grant:ed l®y tl=le city 
€0t:Jt=tcil. 

e. Kiosk pedestal sign: 
1. Area: The sum total of all faces of the sign shall not exceed sixty five (65) 

square feet. 
2. Height: Ten (10) feet. 
3. Placement: Setback on sidewalk or public place must allow a minimum five 

foot clearance for handicapped access shall not be located 'Nithin a corner 
clearance area and shall not othenNise obstruct vehicular sight distance. 
Kiosk signs shall be located no closer than t'NO hundred (200) feet from 
any other kiosk sign. Distance shall be measured along the building 
perimeter, where applicable. 

1. Placement and number of kiosk signs shall only be permitted in the TC, TC 
1, and GE districts, and are subject to the standards of the Sign Design and 
Revievv ~4anual for Nevi TC 1 and GE districts, subsection (1). 

f. Projecting sign, subject to the requirements of the Sign Design Revie~v ~4anual, 
and provided that any other permitted sign shall be reduced by the area of the 
projecting sign: 
1. Pedestrian level projecting sign: In a TC 1 and GE zoning districts or within 

the boundaries of a planned suburban low rise overlay concept plan 
approved by the city, a business having a first floor pedestrian entrance in 
a single or multiple story building shall be entitled, in addition to any other 
sign, to one (1) pedestrian level projecting identification sign. Each 
business shall be entitled to only one (1) projecting sign. 
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(a) Area: A pedestrian level projecting sign shall not exceed three (3) 
square feet in area or three (3) feet in width. The area of such sign 
shall be in addition to any permitted sign provided for herein. 

(b) Placement: Pedestrian level projecting signs shall only be located 
on private or public streets. They shall be located within the store 
frontage of the business being identified. No pedestrian level 
projecting sign shall be located closer than t'vventy (20) feet from 
any other pedestrian level projecting sign. The bottom of such sign 
shall be at least eight and one half (8.5) feet above the surrounding 
grade and shall not exceed tvvelve (12) feet in height. No sign shall 
be greater than three (3) feet in width. 

(c) If a projecting sign is utilized, any other permitted sign shall be 
reduced by the area of the projecting sign. 

2. Upper level projecting sign: In a TC 1 or GE zoning district or within the 
boundaries of a planned suburban low rise overlay concept plan approved 
by the city, a business located on the upper level of a multiple story 
building may utilize, in lieu of a permitted \Nail sign, an upper level 
projecting identification or business sign. Each sign shall identify only one 
(1) business. 
(a) Area: An upper level projecting sign shall not exceed fifteen (15) 

square feet in area or three (3) feet in width. 
(b) Height: The bottom of such sign shall be at least t'Nelve (12) feet 

above the surrounding grade and shall not extend above the height 
of the 'Nail. 

Q)_ _______ (c) Placement: An upper level projecting sign shall be located on the exterior 
wall as close to the center of the occupied space as possible. Design of signs in 
the TC-1 and GE zoning districts: 
a. Where separately owned businesses occupying a single building or a single 

parcel of land utilize individual wall signs, all such signs on the building or 
within the center shall be of a common style; i.e., individual freestanding 
letters shall be utilized with other signs composed of individual freestanding 
letters. Where premises have lawfully developed with signs not of a 
common style, future signs shall be of a style common to a majority of 
signs within the development. If the parcel of land or buildings is divided 
into condominium units for purposes of the separate ownership of business 
premises, and the individual units are designed and constructed with varied 
architectural styles so as to distinguish separate units, wall signs shall not 
be required to be of a common style. 

b. All signs in a TC-1 district, except those permitted in section 28-7 of this 
Code, shall be reviewed pursuant to the Sign Design and Review Manual 
for Novi TC-1 district. 

c. All provisions of the Novi Design Review Manual, as revised and attached 
hereto, are hereby adopted, enacted and made a part of this chapter. The 
provisions of the design review manual shall provide standards and criteria 
upon which the decision for approving or denying a sign shall be based. 

_g. Promotional wall sign: 
1. Area: 
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(a) Exposition facilities within the EXO district: Promotional wall signs 
shall be permitted up to three hundred and sixty (360) square feet 
when displayed on a building operating as an exposition facility 
within the EXO district. 

2. Height: A promotional wall sign shall not extend above the height of the 
wall on which the sign is located. 

3. Placement: A promotional 'Nail sign shall be placed as provided in the 
definition of "promotional 'v'v'all sign" in section 28 1. A promotional \Nail 
sign shall only be located a building side adjacent to an interstate freeway 
and shall not be located on the same side of the building as an existing 
wall sign. The sign shall be removed within a reasonable period of time, 
not to exceed two (2) weeks, after the conclusion of the event being 
promoted. 

(34d) Number of Additional on-premises advertising signs permitted: 

No building or parcel of land shall be allowed more than one (1) sign permitted under this 
section, except as follows: 
a(l} Mdfl:ienal----rear entry--wa+l--sigAs, subseEtion (2)b.l(b)(ii); directory signs, 

f21hl(b)fl+t-)7--~g--a€lja€eflt--:te----otl-ts+de vv'a II, subsection (2) b .1(-bWV'1t 
EeffitgtteUS-frBr-:tt-aget'ne-pedestria n entrance, su bseEtie n ( 2) b .1 (b) ( iv); 1<1-osk-signs 
subsec~Je-;--aREli7fe-jeEting-sigAS,--subseeaerr-f2-)f,sRal+-be-as--~u+ated-tft-Stt€h 
seetiens·; Wit:bJr:U.bg _ _T(:~_Lq_o_g_Gf_Rl~!!i<::.t~il.DS1..fortb.JD.2u bsection (3) above. 

13-{2) In those instances where the majority of the off-street parking for a business 
located outside of the TC-1 or GE district is adjacent to the direct separate rear or 
side entrance, and that entrance serves as the primary entrance for customers, 
the business is permitted one (1) square foot of identification wall signage for 
every two (2) lineal feet of the business' wall which has the entrance to a maximum 
of twenty-four (24) square feet. 

~ru One (1) identification wall sign not greater than two (2) square feet in area is 
perrnitted at the rear entrance to a business establishment. This provision shall 
not apply to a business allowed an additional sign under subsection f3jb(.Q.l(£) 
above. 

d-{1} Where four ( 4) or more separately owned and operated businesses with an 
exterior pedestrian access to each business occupy a one-story building on a single 
parcel of land, the parcel is permitted one (1) business center ground sign. 

e-;(5.) A multi-story, multi-tenant office or industrial building is permitted a business 
center ground sign, provided that there is no other ground sign for such building. 

f:.(§} Where two (2) or more separately owned and operated businesses occupy a 
building on a single parcel of land, each having a separate exterior entrance, each 
business is entitled to a single identification wall sign if not otherwise entitled to a 
wall sign under this chapter. 

g-. ------E-m:-h-btiStfte-ss--i-n--the--T-f-1-~Et-is-aHevved a si ngte-identificatioo-wall sign 
tHF. 
-1-. ---Has-a-d-irect separ-ate-exterior-fi.rst-floor pedestrian entrancey--oF 
2-:-----Has--fr-e-nta~~ivate stree-ty-e-r 
3--. ---Has-a-A--outside waH-a€ljac-ent-to--a-pa-f-k.tftg-tot where the ma-joffty-of-+ts-eff

st-reet-par-k+n§-·&CEUrr. 
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h(Z}: Except in the TC-1 and GE districts or within the boundaries of a planned Planned 
suburban Suburban Uow-Rfise eQverlay (PSLR) concept plan approved by the city, 
where for a corner lot or parcel occupied by a single business and situated on two 
(2) or more thoroughfares, wall signs may be permitted on each thoroughfare in 
accord with this chapter, except that if a ground sign is selected and placed on the 
premises, only the ground sign shall be permitted. At those locations where 
projecting signs are permitted, no more than one (1) projecting sign shall be 
permitted at a corner lot or parcel. Each wall sign permitted under this subpart 
shall be reduced by the area of the projecting sign. 

h@} Within the OS-1, e&-;?;OSC, afl€1--0ST, I-1, I-2, B-1, B-2, B-3, FS, RC, NCC, C, TC, 
and EXPO districts, an additional wall sign, or an additional ground sign if no other 
ground sign exists on the parcel, shall be permitted if the building is no less than 
forty thousand ( 40,000) square feet in size. 

j-:(2} Where a building within the FS, OS-1, e&-;?;OSC, OST, TC, I-1-" eri-2, B-1, B-2, B-
3, RC, NCC, C, and EXPO districts on property which abuts the I-96 freeways or 
the M-5 limited access corridor, a single additional wall sign may be utilized 
oriented toward the freeway or corridor, including any contiguous utility right-of
way, provided that no additional sign has been permitted under subsection 
E1-3fr.Cd.1UJ _ _g_ll<i_ffi}, and provided that further said sign shall be of no larger size 
than the wall sign permitted on the front of the building. 

10LL01 An entranceway sign is permitted at each entranceway to a residential subdivision 
or condominium develepment_resident@1_Jndustrial, or commercial subdivisioD..t. 
9J29Itm~nL_ CQ!JJQ.lf&_ condominium development, or other integrated or 
~QQrQJIL9J:gg __ DJJJltl.:P9f~~L dev~_QpmerrLQL perrnlttecL_institution_. With respect to 
such entranceway signs, two (2) sign faces greater than two (2) feet apart are 
permitted. If a residential subdivision or condominium development has a 
boulevard entrance, one (1) single-face entranceway sign is permitted on each 
side of the boulevard. The total area of the faces shall be computed as if they were 
back to back. See definition for area of sign. 

hLil) A freestanding building in 'Nhich a restaurant use is the sole principal use shall be 
permitted beth one (1) ground sign and one (1) 'Nail sign fer the building; 
previded, however, that this prevision shall not apply to allow mere than t·oVo (2) 
signs fer any such building ·vvitheut ZBA approval of additional nonconforming 
st§-ns. An additional wall sign of the size of that allowed by right shall be allowed 
Qn the end waU of an end SLJite of a multi-tenant commercial building P-rovided the 
enq_yygJ_L_§_gj_r_ectly visi_ble from a thoroughfare on which the building has frontage. 

m(ll} Promotional 'vVall signs are net permitted except en approved exposition facilities 
in the EXO district of one hundred fifty thousand (150,000) square feet in size or 
larger. Up to four (4) promotional Exposition event wall signs are permitted, and 
a total of up to 360 square feet for all signs. Signage is permitted only on a building 
side adjacent to an interstate freeway, and shall not be located on the same side 
of the building as an existing wall sign. Tb_e_exposedfuce _ottbe_sLqnage_shaJJbe 
i.n _a_r>.lan~~S:lraJleLto.the_wall oftbe __ buiJding,_Thesignage shaJ I notextendabove 
the, .. beight. otthe waJJ ... on whicbitJs plac~d_, __ A .. oromotional_vtaJL.slgn .. shaJl.notbe 
atrnAnimated::SifJft, chang~able cop~_and/or fl~~age is P-rohibited. 

fu(J]_) A maximum of three (3) signs are permitted for a single tenant building, or a single 
tenant within a building, except as provided in the EXO District. 
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e-{11) Fueling stations only may display the following additional permitted signs, which 
are deemed customary and necessary to their respective businesses: 
.(±1) Signs not exceeding a total of three (3) square feet on each pump. 
(H2) A single non-illuminated double-faced sign per fuel pump island, each of 

which shall not exceed four ( 4) square feet in area, may be placed on a 
fuel pump island. Such sign may extend a maximum of two (2) feet above 
the pumps. 

05L_JnJ;b_~_ EXO__Q_istrict, one additional ground sign, no greater than 30 feet in height, 
DQ__g_reater than 672 square feet, adjacent to the I-96 freeway. A two-sided 
changeable copy sign is permitted. 

~)_ Projecting signs 

Subject to the requirements of the Sign Design Review Manual (where applicable).,--at"iG 
prev4dee that af\Y:f)ther permitted-sign shall be-reduces bv the area of the projeffi-A§:S±qw. 
-1:-;(1) Pedestrian level projecting sign: In a TC-1 and GE zoning districts or within the 

boundaries of a Planned Suburban Low-Rise Overlay (PSLR) concept plan 
approved by the city, a business having a first floor pedestrian entrance in a single 
or multiple story building shall be entitled, in addition to any other sign, to one (1) 
pedestrian level projecting sign. Each business shall be entitled to only one (1) 
projecting sign. 
f-a-)a. Area: A pedestrian level projecting sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet 

in area or three (3) feet in width. The area of such sign shall be in addition 
to any permitted sign provided for herein. 

fh)b. Placement: Pedestrian level projecting signs shall only be located on private 
or public streets. They shall be located within the store frontage of the 
business being identified. No pedestrian level projecting sign shall be 
located closer than twenty (20) feet from any other pedestrian level 
projecting sign. The bottom of such sign shall be at least eight and one
half (8.5) feet above the surrounding grade and shall not exceed twelve 
(12) feet in height. No sign shall be greater than threesix (36) feet in width. 

2:(2)-; Upper level projecting sign: In a TC-1 or GE zoning district or within the boundaries 
of a planned suburban low-rise overlay concept plan approved by the city, a 
business located on the upper level of a multiple-story building may utilize, in lieu 
of a permitted wall sign, an upper level projecting identification or business sign. 
Eaffi--sfgfT--sAall-identify on\y---eB-e=-f 1) busines.-
fa-)a. Area: An upper level projecting sign shall not exceed fifteen (15) square 

feet in area or three (3) feet in width. 
&lb. Height: The bottom of such sign shall be at least twelve (12) feet above 

the surrounding grade and shall not extend above the height of the wall. 
ttk. Placement: An upper level projecting sign shall be located on the exterior 

wall as close to the center of the occupied space as possible. 

ill___ Placement of sign~ 
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LU _____ Groun~L~gnsshall notbe _ _Qlqcedless..thanJbJ~e{3}Jeet ... fron1the.Jutu_re_{plannedl 
rJght~Qf=wayJJne, .. Th.e _sim1shalLb.ed{lacedno closectbanfift¥.L5Q}JeetJmn1 ___ a ov 
residential district. Withirt the boundaries of.. a .£.elan ned Ssuburban Uow-Rfise 
Qeverlay (PSLR) concept plan approved by the city...__ground signs shall not be 
glaced less than twe_o_ty-five (25) feet from the future (planned) section line road 
rig ht::Qf::\,fl./_i:lY lin~. 

f1) A wall sign shall be placed as provided in the definition of "wall sign," section 28-
1. Further, where more than one separately owned and operated business 
occupies a building or parcel of land, those wall signs permitted for individual 
businesses shall be located on the same side of the building as the exterior wall 
abutting the business space, and within the lineal frontage of the respective 
business. Provided further, that where such a building is oriented so that the front 
entrances to the business do not face the adjacent thoroughfare, a business 
occupying that portion of the building nearest the thoroughfare which is entitled 
to a sign under subsection:f31.f:(d)(6), may place its sole wall sign upon that wall 
facing the thoroughfare. Where wall signs are permitted on a wall which does not 
front a public or private street, the signs shall be placed within the boundaries of 
the business' wall. 

§:::.{)j_NAn entranceway sign shall be placed not less than ten (10) feet from any street 
d~b.t:::.9.f::'t".EY=it1J.d ol}]y __ in yards aQjacent to streets at the entrance to the 
~.UJ?diy_i~jorJc~=. 9_gartment _comglex. condominium develogment or germitted 
lo~ltJJtL9J:l.J'\tQct\,fl./jth?ti:lo9JD£JJh~.<ll2.9~. i?D ~IJ.tr9.Q~~Y'\I~ ... ?i9Q fil_C!v.R©JQC::S!t~c:jl,fl.litbiD. 
t.h~.m .. ~cJii:JD.<::>.f. i:l J::>9_~J.~Yi:ltcl ?tr~~t_l,fl.lb_~0.9._.Jic::eo?~fgr_ __ ?4C::b.J.?_9r.?!Dted _l;>y_Jb.~ .. fi.tv 
couocJL 

(1) Design of signs in the TC 1 and GE zoning districts: 
a. \A./here separately ovvned businesses occupying a single building or a single parcel of land 

utilize individual identification wall signs, all such signs on the building or 'lvithin the center 
shall be of a common style i.e., individual freestanding letters shall be utilized with other 
signs composed of individual freestanding letters. \/Vhere premises have lawfully 
developed with signs not of a common style, future signs shall be of a style common to a 
majority of signs within the development. If the parcel of land or buildings is divided into 
condominium units for purposes of the separate ovmership of business premises, and the 
individual units are designed and constructed INith varied architectural styles so as to 
distinguish separate units, ;vall signs shall not be required to be of a common style. 

b. All signs in a TC 1 district, except those permitted in section 28 7 of this Code, shall be 
revie'Ned pursuant to the Sign Design and Review ~qanual for Nevi TC 1 district. 

c. All provisions of the Novi Design Review ~qanual, as revised and attached hereto, are 
hereby adopted, enacted and made a part of this chapter. The provisions of the design 
review manual shall provide standards and criteria upon which the decision for approving 
or denying a sign shall be based. 

(5-)[g) Changeable copy signs: Changeable copy signs, as defined in this chapter, are permitted, 
subject to the following limitations: 
rr.-W Such sign shall be an on premises business a non-residential ground sign only, not 

including a business center sign, and shall be subject to the area, height, and 
placement requirements for a business ground sign in such location as otherwise 
permitted under this chapter. 
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b{£) Such sign shall be-pefffiitteEI-oo-fy·-~es-ef-wer-shipy-sEhee~vte-theatres 
ooE!--sifn+iar-eflteftaiRmeflt-veflttes-at-wrueA--s-h ows 1 pefferm e rs I or ent-er:taffiefs 
EAaR§e-OA-a--fC§t!+ar-easis; restaur-atT5-j-aHd-reereatiBfral facilities at 'Nhteh events 
ehaflge on a re§"Uiar basis. Subject to any-ether-applicable requirements for such 
uses in this chaf7ter1 fuei+Hg-st-ation pri-ctng-stgns as described in suesect~ 
5(2).a.lttray-8Btf~not be permitted in the RA, R-1 through R-4, 
RT, RMl, RM2, or MH Districts, except as to non-residential uses allowed in such 
.districts. 

c-;Q_) The changeable copy portion of such sign shall not exceed two-thirds (2/3) of the 
sign area, and the remainder of the sign shall be of a permanent character as 
otherwise required under this chapter; provided, however, that this provision shall 
not alter or amend in any v.·ay the limitations on fuel pricing information set forth 
in subsection 28 5(2).a.1 1 which shall remain in full force and effect. 

El-:_(1) In addition to the general requirements for sign maintenance, all changeable copy 
signs shall bear a legible message, other suitable display, or be left blank. 
Electronic devices when not in use may be left blank and unlighted. Any lighted or 
electronic changeable copy sign in which the electrical or lighting components are 
operating in an erratic, broken, or damaged fashion shall be turned off or removed, 
g_nd shaJLb__ur_ogrammed to go dark in the_ event of a malfunction and shall not 
§?<Ceed O,__~footcar)_gles t1}_eas!)red from any proper~ 

~J~L- The _(han_g_eaple_mg_y.QortiQn of the sign shall automatically dim, and shall comply 
yyitb_ th_e City's lighting ordinances as to illumination. 

HQl _____ Ib§_LQ1_g_g_~ __ _g_od messages di~yed electronically on the sign must be static, and 
tb~transit;jonJrom on~L:U~tatic display to another must be instantaneous without 
9llY~pe(:ial et=eects. A sign on which the_message changes more than four (4) times 
per minute (once every fifteen (15) seconds) shall be considered an animated sign. 

§::;{7) Changeable copy signs shall not be permitted within 150 feet of a residential use. 

Sec. 28-6. - Temporary signs. 

Temporary signs may be erected in accordance with the use, area, height, and placement 
regulations of this section. Unless specifically exempted, permits for such signs No permit shall be 
required except as specifically provided in this section and shall specify a maximum length of 
time such sign may be used. 

Maximum size, maximum height. and permitted type of temporary signsper f_~e! 
--- -

. ......... 

Use Permitted Maximum Area of Maximum Area of Maximum Height 

Types All Temporary Signs Any Individual Sign {Freestanding) 
---------
Single Family Residential _Freestanding 1 0 square feet 6 square feet 4 feet 

Wall 6 square feet 6 square feet 
-·- ----------·-·--··· -----· ----------~~------- --;-- --------------------------·-·--
Multiple Farn~lxResdential Freest and mg 32 square feet 16 square feet 6 feet 

-·-·-··--- ·-- -·· -··-·- -·- --·-·- --·· ·--·---··-··---

Non-Residential Uses in RA, Freestanding 40 square feet 20 square feet ... 6_!ee.! . ----- -----···- ... - --·-- ····················-········· 

R-1 through R-4, RT and, Wall 20 square feet 20 square feet 
MH districts 

----·~·-·-------·---·---··-··-----·----

Non-Residential Uses in all Freestanding 20 ~_quare feet ... ?feet ...... 
64 square feet 

other districts Wall 32 square feet 
... ······· ... 

(a)& In recognition that there is a need for additional expression of speech prior to a 
scheduled election, the following applies for a period of sixty (60) days prior to until 
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three (3) days after a city-designated election day on which there is at least one ballot 
item: the maximum allowable area of temporary signs shall be increased to sixty-four 
(64) square feet in all districts. The maximum area of an individual sign remains as 
stated in the table above during this period . 

.(_Q.)&. Temporary signs shall be constructed of durable, all-weather materials and designed to 
remain in pace and in good repair so long as they remain on display. 

U;)9; Display of temporary banners shall be limited to a total of twenty-eight (28) days per 
calendar year. Such signs shall not be displayed for any continuous period greater than 
fourteen (14) days. A permit for a temporary banner shall be required (provided, 
however t-l._hat no fee shall be required) . 

. Cill&. Temporary signs shall be subject to the maintenance standards of this section. 
~)f.:. The maximum display time of freestanding temporary signs is 64 days. After this time 

expires, the sign shall be removed. Once the temporary sign is removed, there shall be 
a gap of at least thirty (30) days between display of the same temporary sign on the 
same zoning lot. 

(f)G-; When all or a portion of a building or land area on a zoning lot is listed for lease, the 
maximum display time of freestanding temporary signs shall be ninety (90) days and 
temporary signs mounted on building walls shall also be permitted for up to ninety (90) 
days. When all or a portion of a building or land area on a zoning lot is listed for sale, 
the maximum display time of freestanding temporary signs shall be for the duration of 
the time the building or land area is listed for sale. The sign area limits in the Table· 
above apply. 

(g)H-;- In addition to any other temporary sign allowed in this Ordinance, the City Council may, 
by resolution, allow temporary sign in connection with an event or promotion, and may 
as part of the resolution impose such limitations as to size and duration as it deems 
appropriate. Application for such additional sign must be made to the city, on a form 
provided by the city, which shall include an acknowledgement and permission for the 
city to enter upon the property to remove the sign if it is not removed by the applicant 
within the time specified in the resolution. 

,. 

t±t 
Construction 
identification 

sign which 
identifies the 

name of the 
project 

developers, 
contractors, 
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Bf-Wal+ 

Area Sq. 
A. 
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I ... , .... ...... 

owner of such 
pFoj3er:t>y'. 

r-·-~•••H·--H-•.-•••• ............ , .......... _ ....... , .... ·--··--
(3) Sale, rental 
or lease sign 

wAfffi 
iEientifies the 

sale, rental, or 
lease of the 
resiEiential 

Not less than one 
woperty 

half (J4) the 
(other than 

Elistance between Until anEI 
multiple family 

I the principal thirty (30) 
a13artment GrounEipole 

~ e buiiEiing anEI Elays after sale N-e 
complexes) or portable 

aEijacent street or lease of 
upon which 

and not higher property. 
the sign is I 

I than five (5) feet. 
locates or the 

One (1) sign. 
moEiel name of 
the buiiEiing for 

sale, but not 
including signs 

I 

on vacant 
unplatteEI 
property. 

(4) ~ale, rental 
or lease sign 

wAfffi 
identifies the 

sale, rental, or 
Not less than one 

lease of the 
half the Elistance 

nonresidential 
between the Until and 

property or 
principal building thirty (30) 

multiple family Ground pole 
~ ±e and aEijacent days after sale N-e 

apartment or portable 
street and not or lease of 

comple><es 
higher than ten property. 

upon v;hich 
(10) feet One (1) 

the sign is 
5igl+, 

located, but 
not including 

signs on •Jacant 
unplatted 
propert•t. 

(5) ~ale, rental, Not less than 
Until and 

or lease sign Ground pole fifteen (15) feet 
~ ±e thirty (30) N-e 

wAfffi or portable fFom the right of ,.j .++ .I 

I identifies the v,;av anEI not 
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-----··-- ·-··· - ... ·-· 

sale, rental or 
lease of vacant 

unplatted 
property upon 
which the sign 

is located. 

[ .. --· 

I 

-(~~o~~~;~itnl·-- ----~---~----
advertising a 

temporary use I 
permitted i 

pursuant to i AU J Groundpole 
subsection 1 I or portable 

a::~:d~xo:., 1,1 .. 11 J 

"zoning 

ordinance." i i I 
--------~- ----~---············--j-~ 

(7) Open house 
signs to 

advertise 
showing of a 
single family I 
residential I 
dv,wlling, 
including 

attached or 
detached 

condominium 
units, to 
potential 

purchasers. 

Ground pole 
Residential or portable 

&igR 
4 

24 

,--· ··-r- ·-· 
higher than ten or lease of 

(10) feet. One (1) property. 
£igfh 

--
~ 

elEpiration of 

No greater than 
the temporary 

use permit 
five (5) feet in 

granted 
height. Not less 

pursuant to Ne 
than 15 feet from 

sub section 
the right of 'rl'Jay 

3004.1 of 
OOe& 

I appendi>( A, 
' 

I 
I 

"~oning 

I ordinance." 
I 

~--r-·-·-·. -·--~-.. ,·-·---~----~·~"·-

Not higher than 
five (5) feet. One 

(1) sign at the 
residence for sale, 
not less than one 

half(%) the 
distance between 

the principal 
building and the 
adjacent street. 

No more tl:lan five Betv.'een the 
(5) additional signs hours of 10:00 

ma>y< be placed at a.m. and 6:00 
the entrance,...,ays ~ 
to the subEiivisions prevailing Ne 
'Nithin which the time; solely 

open ho~:~se is ffiffiAg 
being conEiucted duration of 

afl6-.a.t open house. 
intersections 
within that 

I subdivision to I 
provide directions 
to the ho~:~se for 
sale, pro>Jided 

such signs are at 
least ten (lO) feet 
from the traveled 

portion of the 
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f1G1 
Temporary 

promotional 
&igA-5 

I 

Ground pole 
As 

or portable. appr 
by co 

oved 
unci I. 

r --- ------- ----·-r --- --- ---~--- --- ~---- --r-·-- See 
I '! subs 

~--.,_,_ 

ection 
(11) Non i subsection 28 l( 

commercial I AU 28 7(a)(12) aA4 
message signs and section 

a)(12) 

~ 
Community 

special event 
&igA-5 

(13) Grand 
opening signs 

secti 
~ g., 

on 28 

As 
As approved 

B-y-ti-ty a P P 
B-y-ti-ty 

roved 

manager 

Weill; 
ground pole 
or portable 

ager 
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Permitted onl•v' by 
resolution ol' cit'y< 

council, and 
subject to 

conditions as to 
t'y<f3e, Sii!:e, 

duration, and 
f3Urpose as set 
fOrti:! in SUCA 
resolution. 

AJ313Iication must 
se made to tt:le 
city, on a l'orm As apwoved 

¥es 
provided by tt:le by council. 
cit>y<, wt:lict:l st:lall 

include an 
aclmowledgement 
and permission for 

tt:le city to enter 
upon tt:le J3roperty 
to remo>v•e the sign 
if it is not remo>v•ed 

by tt:le aJ313Iicant 
witt:lin tt:le time 
specil'ieEI in tt:le 

resolution. 

See subsection 
See subsection 28 

28 7(a)(12) 
7(a)(12) and Me 

and section 
section 28 9. 

~ 

As approved 
,f'J,s approved b•v• 

B-y-ti-ty ¥es 
city manager 

manager 

Gne (1) sign on or 
immediately 

VVithin sixty 
adjacent to tt:le 

(60) days after 
premises oftt:le 

the initial 
business. Not 

Of3ening, for a ¥es 
t:ligt:ler than ten 

period not to 
(10) teet for 

exceed thirty 
ground13ole signs, 

(30) days. 
five (!;) teet for 
f30rtable signs. 



{14) Help 

wanted signs 

{15) Business 

signs displayed 

through glass, 

including 

"Open/closed" 
&fgR-5 

or window 

&fgR-5 +"•o {2) h 

complying ~ 
w+fR fee-t; 

sul3section €*€ej3t 
28 7{a){11), that for 
except that tl-5€5 

fo.F permitted 
13usinesses tiBGef 
permitted 'ffiftffig 

tiBGef ordinance 

'ffiftffig §§ 19Q;!, 

ordinance 19Q3 1, 
§§ 19Q;!, 19Q3 ;!, 

19Q3 1, 19Q3 5, 

19Q3 2, 19Q3 8, 

19Q3 5, 19Q3 1Q, 
19Q3 8, 19Q3 11, 

19Q3 1Q, 2QQ1 ;!, 

19Q3 1±, ;!QQ1 3, 
;!QQl ;!, 2QQ1 4, 
2QQ1 3, 2QQ1 5, 
2QQ1 q, 2QQ1 7, 

2QQ1 5, 2QQ1 8, 
;!QQ1 7, 2QQ1 g 

;!QQ1 8, and ;!QQ1 

2QQ1 9 and 1Q, six {6) 
;!QQ1 1Q, a ~ 

ground pole fe.eh 
5igR-+s 

permitted. 

See See 
sul3section sul3section 

28 7(a){11) I ;!8 7{a){ll) 

I 

Sec. 28-7. - Allowed in all districts. 

+en {1Q) feet for Onl=mes 

groundpole signs. 
employees are 

No more than one 
13eing actively 

sign per 13usiness. 
sought. 

See 
See sul3section ;!8 See sul3section sul3section 

7{a){ll) 28 7(a){ll) 2-S-
7{a){ll) 

The following types of signs shall be allowed in all districts where the principal use to 
which they are related is permitted by a8ppendix A to the City Code, !!the City of Novi :?:Zoning 
eQrdinance,!! as amended: 

(a) No permit required: 
(1) Temporary signs not exceeding twelve (12) square feet in area. 
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(2) Addresses and nameplates identifying the occupant or address of a parcel of land 
aft€1-not exceeding four (4) square feet in area. 

(~~.) Cornerstone markers, including date of erection, when cut into any masonry 
surface or when constructed of bronze or other noncombustible material 
permanently attached to building, no greater than four (4) square feet. 

(31) Historic marker signs, as regulated and approved by local, state, or federal 
government agencies. 

( 42) Motor vehicle signs (signs greater than two f[21l square feet) subject to subsection 
28(10)(b)(11). 

(5.6.) Flags shall be permitted as follows: 

60-65 

50-59 

40-49 

a. Flags bearing the official designation of the United States of America shall 
be excluded from the requirements of subpart b., except as set forth below. 
Flags bearing the official designation of the United States of America shall 
be respectfully displayed, shall be maintained as provided in subsection 
f5-Jb-.-5(§)_Q_,_(y), and shall not exceed the following size restrictions: 

Maximum Flag Size (width= 2/3 length) (in square feet) 

135 

96 

72 

50 

20-29 30 

Under20 15 

The height and placement of poles bearing a flag permitted under 
subsection (5) shall be governed by this Code and appendix A, zoning 
ordinance. Specifically, a flag pole will require a permit under subsection 
3003-A-?.5.4 of the zoning ordinance and must comply with section 
~3.32.3, height limit, and subsection~5-03.2.B. 4.19.2.8, accessory 
structures, of the zoning ordinance; and 

b. Except as otherwise provided in the zoning ordinance, flags bearing the 
official design of a nation, state, municipality, educational institution or 
commercial or noncommercial organization, may be displayed as follows, 
provided that no more than two (2) commercial flags be displayed on any 
parcel of land: 
-1-(1};· Each parcel of land may display not more than two (2) flags not 

exceeding twenty-four (24) square feet when displayed on a 
flagpole, except as may be permitted under subsections (5)b.2. and 
(5)b.3.herein below in subsections 2 and 3(ii) and (iii). 

2:-;-{ill In the TC, or TC-1, or zoning districts, each parcel of land may 
display not more than six (6) additional flags, except as may be 
permitted under subsection-f-5)tr.3;(6)b.(iii), not exceeding twenty
four (24) square feet, when displayed on a flagpole or streetlight 
pole, and when they are an integral part of a plan of streetscaping 
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and landscaping amenities approved under the zoning ordinance, 
which incorporates decorative streetlights, brick paving, benches, 
decorative waste receptacles, decorative planter boxes and 
landscaping. The approved streetscape and landscape plan, 
including the utilization of such flags, shall be consistent with the 
design of such amenities throughout the district. 

3-;-_(jill Buildings within the TC and TC-1 zoning districts may display 
additional flags on building walls and/or streetscape abutting a 
public road, based upon the length of such building walls. Building 
walls of one hundred (100) to two hundred (200) feet in length may 
display up to two (2) additional flags, not exceeding twenty-four 
(24) square feet. Building walls greater than two hundred (200) 
feet and up to three hundred (300) feet in length may display up 
to three (3) additional flags. Building walls greater than three 
hundred (300) feet in length may display up to four (4) additional 
flags. Building wall length shall be based upon the overall 
width/length measurements, depicted in the building's approved 
site plan. 

4-..Q'£) The above limitations on the number of flags shall not apply to any 
single-family residence or to any apartment dwelling when the flags 
are located within an area leased to a resident and not within any 
common area. 

&M All flags shall be maintained in good repair so as to prevent tearing, 
fraying or other deterioration. The failure to replace or repair a 
deteriorated flag within thirty (30) days~ notice of such condition 
shall constitute a violation of this Code. 

(6Z) Traffic or other municipal signs such as legal notices, railroad crossing, danger, 
and other emergency signs as may be approved by the council or the city manager. 

~) Fueling stations only may display the foiiO'I'l'ing special signs which are deemed 
customary and necessary to their respective businesses: 
a. Customary lettering or other insignia, on a fuel pump consisting ofthe type 

and brand of fuel sold, lead warning sign, and any other sign required by 
lm'v' and not exceeding a total of three (3) square feet on each pump. No 
permit shall be required. 

b. A single non illuminated double faced sign per fuel pump island, each of 
which shall not exceed four ('1) square feet in area, may be placed on a 
fuel pump island. Such sign may extend a maximum of tvvo (2) feet above 
the pumps or fueling stations; 

(82~) Where exterior racks or showcases are permitted, signs on racks or shO'v'v'cases 
may be displayed on the exterior of business establishments in reasonable 
quantities. Each each such rack or showcase may contain a single sign not 
exceeding ten (10) percent of the largest visible face area and shall meet the 
placement requirements set forth for ground pole signs. Such signs must contain 
a message relating only to the merchandise for sale on such rack or shov.,·case. 

(2)_9 Signs not exceeding tv~·o (2) square feet ·.vhich contain only noncommercial 
messages including designation of rest rooms, telephone location, and direction of 
door openingsExcept as specifically prohibited in this ordinance, one illuminated 
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sign not to exceed three and one half (3 1h) square feet in area and each 36 inches 
in any dimension, displayed through the building glass. 

(10) Vending machines on the exterior of business establishments, where permitted, 
shall be permitted two (2) signs. The total area of such signs shall not exceed ten 
(10) percent of the wall surface area of the side of the vending machine on which 
such signs are located, but not to exceed a maximum area of ten (10) square feet 
for all such signs. All portions of such signs shall be located within the face of the 
vending machine. 

(11) Business s~igns displayed in, on, or through building glass area of a non-residential 
(commercial) use, where such sign a. C~overs not more than twenty-five 
(25) percent of all the glass area of the frontage of the building premises displaying 
the sign-:-_,_ 

_b. Open/closed signs, whose sole function is to indicate vvhether or not the business 
establishment is open or closed, may be displayed through building glass, one (1) 
per each side of the building, and are not subject to subsection a. above, but shall 
not exceed three and one half (3 1h) square feet in area and each thirty six (36) 
inches in any dimension. Signs displayed through building glass area shall not be 
illuminated unless located at least fifteen (15) feet from any ·.vindm'J, except that 
an open/closed sign may be illuminated. 
(12) Noncommercial message signs. As defined in section 28 1, noncommercial 

message signs shall be permitted in all districts as follows: 
a. Pursuant to and as provided in section 28 9, noncommercial 

messages shall be allowed on any sign otherwise permitted under 
this chapter as an on premises advertising sign or an off premises 
advertising sign. 

b. In addition, noncommercial message signs shall be permitted in 
connection \Nith any lot or parcel subject to the follov<ling 
limitations: 
1. Noncommercial message signs may be placed on private 

property (property not O'Nned or. controlled by the City of 
Novi and not right of way under the city's jurisdiction, 
except as set forth belov.;), 'Nithout a permit, provided that 
such signs: 

(a) Shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area, unless adjacent 
to a major thoroughfare, in 'Nhich case the sign may not 
exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area; 

(b) Shall not exceed a height of five (5) feet; 
(c) Shall not be placed ·.vithin a side yard setback area as 

required under the :coning ordinance in the district in which 
the property is situated; and 

(d) Shall not be placed in the public right of V1'a'y' unless there is 
no area available on the private property to place the sign. 
In such event, the sign shall be placed no less than ten (10) 
feet from the traveled portion of any public street or road. 
For purposes of this regulation the traveled portion of the 
road includes any road shoulder. The building official shall 
permit a sign closer than ten (10) feet to the traveled 
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portion of the road vv<here all of the follovving conditions are 
satisfied: 

(i) There is less than ten (10) feet of space 
between the traveled portion of the street or 
road and any principal or accessory building 
on the property so that it is not possible to 
place a sign in conformance with the ten foot 
~ 

(ii) The sign shall be located as far a·Nay as 
possible from the traveled portion of the 
street or road 'i\'hile remaining visible; 

(iii) The sign does not obstruct the vision of 
drivers; and 

(iv) The sign does not obstruct or detract from 
the visibility of any traffic sign or traffic 
control device. 

After affording the proponent of the sign an opportunity to 
be heard, the building official may revoke the permission for 
a sign closer than ten (10) feet if, based upon accepted 
traffic safety principles, it is concluded that the closer sign 
placement causes a traffic hazard. 

2. Except as permitted under section 28 10, there shall be only 
one noncommercial message sign not pertaining to a 
specific event aiiO'v'il'ed per lot or parcel. Noncommercial 
message signs that pertain to a specific event shall be 
removed no later than ten (10) days after the date of the 
pertinent event. 

c. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the foregoing, 
noncommercial message signs not exceeding six (6) square feet in 
total area are permitted as window signs; i.e., as signs placed on 
the inside of \Nindows of a structure so as to be visible from outside 
the structure. 

(13) Time and temperature displays under six (6) square feet in area in 
connection \>\'ith an office or commercial building; provided that, if the 
display is part of a larger sign it shall be considered part of the larger sign 
for all purposes under this chapter. 

(b) Permit required. 
(1) Private traffic-control signs which conform to the requirements of the Michigan 

Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, published in accord with Section 608 of 
Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1949 (MCL 257.608), as amended. 

(2) Private parking lot and drive identification signs based upon the following 
standards: One (1) ground pole sign per entrance not to exceed three (3) square 
feet in area and six (6) feet in height may be located within the minimum setback 
area. Information naming or describing the business, as distinguished from parking 
and driving information, shall occupy no more than thirty (30) percent of the sign 
area and shall consist of letters, numbers, and symbols no larger or more 
conspicuous than those used for parking or driving information. 
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Sec. 28-8. - Off-premises advertising signs permitted according to district. 

The following types of off-premises advertising signs, illuminated or unilluminated, shall 
be permitted in the following districts in accordance with the following regulations: 

(±fl.) Ground pole signs and wall signs effiy-shall be permitted in an 1-2 district, but only where 
ths:J2CQQerty is immediately abutting the I-96 freeway--E>Aiy. Ground pole signs shall be 
permitted in the OST district, only on properties abutting the freeway in the M-5 Corridor 
~Ltuate_d between 12 Mile Road and 14 Mile Road. 

(;?;_Q) Area, height and placement regulations: 

Ground 
pole 

Wall Sign 

Area 

··~-- .. ········ 

ln__l:]_Di~triq.LM_max. We-e-six 
undred and &OOy-seventy-two h 

(JW 
M-

672} square feet. In OST District, 
5 Corridor, max. six hundred and 

·eventy-two (672J.2.9J!9..re feet. s 

Ma x. three hundred and sixty {360} 
square feet 

Height Placement 

~-fwe-Thirty 
Not less than the required 

yard setback, and not 
(B30} feet (See 

closer than fifty (SO} feet 
measurement method, 

section 28-1.} 
from any residential 

property. 

As controlled by area 
not to exceed height of See definition. 

wall. 

(3!;;) In no event shall any off-premises advertising sign be closer than one thousand two 
hundred (1,200) feet from another off-premises advertising sign, measured on a direct 
line from sign to sign. Within the M-5 Corridor as described above, only one (1) ground pole 
sign shall be permitted, and only on eaffithe east side-feast and west) of M-5 abutting 
the freeway. Placement of signs shall also be subject to any rules or regulations of the 
S_iq_te of__[Vlichigan . 

.(1_<;j) Tb_~_,?tructur_~_Qf the-a ground Qole sign shall be of durable material (metal, steel, 
alumLou1J1. _ _fiberglass, or the like)~y-stecl;_,--aRa no wood or other combustible 
m.ill~d~Uill_911 be pe_rmitted 

{.tl_ __ _iiroun@_ole si_gn~_rnay ~two-sideq and have changeable copy .• 
(6f) Lighting shall comply with all applicable provisions of the Code of Ordinances. 

Sec. 28-9. - Noncommercial message permitted; right-of-way. 

Anything in this chapter to the contrary notwithstanding, a sign permitted in this chapter 
as a permanent on-premises sign or off-premises advertising sign may contain a lawful non
commercial message, except for traffic signs, railroad crossing signs, danger or other emergency 
signs, and directional signs. 

=t=emporary neft€Elfl'Tfftefial message-signs shall be permitted as provided- in Section 28 6 
ifr-Eon-Re€t-i-on-witft--any--le1:-er parcel subject to the fotlowing limitations: 

1. Temporary noncommercial message signs, only, may be placed within right-of-
way under the city's jurisdiction, provided that there is no area available on the private property 
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to place the sign, and further provided that such signs shall be placed no less than ten (10) feet 
from the traveled portion of any public street or road. For purposes of this regulation, the traveled 
portion of the road includes any road shoulder. The building official shall permit a sign closer than 
ten (10) feet to the traveled portion of the road only where all of the following conditions are 
satisfied: 

(:@) There is less than ten (10) feet of space between the traveled portion of the street or road 
and any principal or accessory building on the property so that it is not possible to place 
a sign in conformance with the ten-foot limit; 

ffib) The sign shall be located as far away as possible from the traveled portion of the street 
or road while remaining visible; 

(Htc) The sign does not obstruct the vision of drivers; and 
(ivd) The sign does not obstruct or detract from the visibility of any traffic sign or traffic control 

device. 

After affording the proponent of the sign an opportunity to be heard, the building official 
may revoke the permission for a sign closer than ten (10) feet if, based upon accepted traffic 
safety principles, it is concluded that the closer sign placement causes a traffic hazard. 

Sec. 28-10. - Prohibited signs. 

(a) A sign not expressly permitted is prohibited. 
(b) The following signs shall not be permitted, erected, or maintained in any district, anything 

in this chapter to the contrary notwithstanding: 
(1) Flashing signs. 
(2) BannersFeather flags, pennants, spinners, and streamers. 
(3) String lights used in connection with commercial premises for commercial 

purposes, other than holiday decorations. All holiday decorations shall be 
permitted for a period not to exceed seventy five (75) days. 

(4) Animated signs. 
(5) Any sign or sign structure that: 

a. Is structurally unsafe; 
b. Constitutes a hazard to safety or health by reason of inadequate 

maintenance, dilapidation, or abandonment; 
c. Is not kept in good repair; 
d. Is capable of causing electrical shocks to persons likely to come in contact 

with it; 
e. Has peeling paint on any surface; 
f. Has any parts broken, missing letters, or nonoperational lights. 

(6) Any sign which, by reason of its size, location, content, coloring, or manner of 
illumination, constitutes a traffic hazard or a detriment to traffic safety by 
obstructing the vision of drivers, or by obstructing, or detracting from the visibility 
of any traffic sign or control device on public streets and roads. Signs ·.vhich make 
use of the vvords such as "Stop," "Look," "Danger," or any other 'Nord, phrase, 
symbol, or character, in such a manner as to interfere with, mislead, or confuse 
traffic. 
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(7) Any sign which obstructs free ingress to or egress from a required door, window, 
fire escape or other required exitway. 

(8) Any sign unlawfully installed, erected, or maintained. 
(9) Any sign now or hereafter existing ·.vhich no longer advertises a bona fide business 

conducted, or a product soldthat no longer meets the definition of an on-premises 
sign, unless it is a non-commercial message sign. 

(10) Portable signs except where expressly permitted in this chapter. 
(11) Unlawful motor vehicle signs. It shall be unlawful to park, placeL or store a vehicle 

or trailer on which there is a motor vehicle sign on private or public property-fuf 
the purpose of advertising a business or products or for the purpose of directing 
people to a business or business activity where an on-premises ground or wall sign 
is located if:-; 

a. Presumption. There shall be a presumption of violation if the motor vehicle sign is 
visible from a street and one or more of the foiiO'vving circumstances exists: 
±£. The motor vehicle sign is attached to a vehicle or trailer that is unregistered 

or not operable; 
~)2. The motor vehicle sign is larger in any dimension than or extends beyond 

any surface of the vehicle or trailer to which it is attached; 
3~. The motor vehicle sign is attached to a vehicle or trailer that is parked or 

stored in a public right-of-way or an area not designed, designated, or 
commonly used for parking; 

4Q. The motor vehicle sign is attached to a vehicle or trailer that is regularly 
parked or stored in a "front yard" or "side yard," as such terms are defined 
in the zoning ordinance, Appendix B of this Code, that abuts a street, when 
there are other areas of the property designed, designated, or available for 
the parking or storage of the vehicle or trailer that are not visible from the 
street or do not abut streets; or 

5~. The motor vehicle sign is attached to a vehicle or trailer that is regularly 
parked or stored within fifty (50) feet of a street, when there are other 
areas of the property designed, designated, or available for the parking or 
storage of the vehicle or trailer that are more distant from the street or not 
visible from the street. 

b. Rebuttal of presumption. The presumption set forth in subsection (b), 
above, may be rebutted by evidence shO'vving all of the follo'.vingThe 
foregoing prohibition shall not apply if: 

±£. The vehicle is temporarily parked in a particular location in the course of 
conducting personal activities or business activities that involve the loading 
or unloading of goods for customers, providing services to off-site 
customers, conducting off-site business, or engaging in work breaks; 

~)2. The activities in subsection ±£, above, are being actively undertaken during 
the period of such parking; 

3~. The activities in subsection ±£, above, require the presence of the vehicle 
for purposes of transporting equipment, people, supplies and/or goods 
necessary for carrying out such activities; and 

4Q.. The activities in subsection ±£, above, are not, other than incidentally, 
related to advertising, identifying, displaying, directing, or attracting 
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attention to an object, person, institution, organization, business, product, 
service, event or location. 

Sec. 28-13. - Construction materials. 

(a) Generally. Materials of construction for signs and sign structures shall be of the quality 
and grade as specified for structures in the state construction code. 

(b) Combustible materials. All signs and sign structures erected shall conform to the state 
construction code relating to combustibility. 

(c) Nonstructural trim. Nonstructural trim may be of wood, metal, approved plastics, or any 
combination thereof. 

(d) Fastenings. Signs erected to masonry, concrete or steel shall be safely and securely 
fastened thereto by means of metal anchors, bolts, or approved expansion screws of 
sufficient size and anchorage to support safely the loads applied. All building fastenings 
must be of noncorrosive materials. Lightweight sign letters may be attached by means of 
an approved adhesive. 

(e) Illumination. Signs may be illuminated internally or externally unless expressly prohibited 
in this chapter. All sign lighting shall be either enclosed or directed away from roadways, 
traffic areas and adjacent residential properties. Sign lighting shall be focused on the sign 
to avoid stray lighting, and shall not be arranged to shine into the night sky. These 
provisions shall not apply to flags permitted by subsection 28-7a(5§). 

Sec. 28-14. - Windloads. 

For the purpose of design, wind pressure shall be taken upon the gross area of the vertical 
projection of all signs and sign structures at not less than fifteen (15) pounds per square foot for 
those portions above the ground. In calculating wind pressure on curved surfaces such as 
cylindrical or spherical signs or sign structures, this pressure shall be assumed to act on six-tenths 
(6/10) of the projected area. In all open frame signs or sign structures, the area used in 
computing wind pressure shall be one-half (112) times the net area of the framing members 
exposed to the wind. 

Sec. 28-15. - Nonconforming and abandoned or obsolete signs. 

(a) The lawful use of a sign exactly as the sign existed on the date of this amendment may 
be continued, except as otherwise provided in this chapter, although that sign does not 
conform with this chapter. It is the intent of this chapter, however, to recognize the 
eventual elimination, as expeditiously as is reasonable, of such lawful nonconforming 
signs. 

(b) A nonconforming sign: 
(1) Shall not be structurally altered so as to prolong the life of the sign or to change 

the shape, size, type, or design of the sign, or in any way that would increase the 
degree or extent of nonconformity of such sign; 

(2) Shall not be expanded or relocated; 
(3) Shall not be reestablished after damage or destruction, if the estimated expense 

of reconstruction exceeds fifty (50) percent of the appraised replacement cost as 
determined by the building official; 
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(c) A--st§tH-hat advertises a product that is no longer made or that advertises-An on-premises 
~ign related to a business that has closed or ceased operations or ceased conducting 
business shall be deemed to be abandoned or obsolete. Abandonment or obsolescence of 
a nonconforming sign shall terminate immediately the right to maintain such a sign, 
subject to the following requirements: 
(1) An abandoned or obsolete sign and its supporting structure shall be removed by 

the property owner or lessee of the premises upon which the sign is located when 
the business which it advertises is no longer conducted on the premises within ten 
(10) days after written notice from the city manager or his or her designee. 

(2) A sign that is in conformity with the other provisions of these regulations may 
remain in place if such sign is obscured by the use of a blank panel attached within 
the frame of the sign and shall be permitted to remain for a period not to exceed 
one hundred and twenty (120) days. 

(3) Where a successor to an inactive business agrees, within thirty (30) days of the 
date of written notice by the building official or his or her designee, to maintain 
the sign as provided for by these regulations, this removal requirement shall not 
apply, but only if and to the extent that the existing sign and structure conforms 
to all current sign requirements. 

(d) Any illegal nonconforming signs that exist on the effective date of this amendment shall 
be removed immediately upon the effective date of this amendment shall be replaced by 
signs that conform to these regulations. 

Sec. 28-16. - Appeals. 

(a) Appeal from the ruling of any officer, department, board or bureau of the city concerning 
the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter may be made by any aggrieved party 
within thirty (30) days of the ruling to the zoning board of appeals, sitting as an 
administrative appeal board under this chapter. 

(b) The zoning board of appeals shall have the authority to: 
(1) Correct errors in the application of this chapter by the Planning Commission or 

administrative officials; 
(2) Interpret the provisions of this chapter; and 
(3) Grant variance relief from the provisions of this chapter. Variance relief may be 

granted by the zoning board of appeals upon the foiiO'vving £!l.affirmative findings 
of practical difficulty. The board may find a practical difficulty on the basis of any 
of the following: 
a. That the request is based upon circumstances or features that are 

exceptional and unique to the property and do not result from conditions 
that exist generally in the city or that are self-created; 

b. That the failure to grant relief will unreasonably prevent or limit the use of 
the property and will result in substantially more than mere inconvenience 
or inability to attain a higher economic or financial return; a-00 

c. That the grant of relief would be offset by other improvements or actions, 
such as increased setbacks or increased landscaping, such that the net 
effect will result in an improvement of the property or the project; 

d. That construction of a conforming sign would require the removal or 
significant alteration of natural features on the property. 
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c. TBefore granting variance relief, the board shall also find that the grant of relief 
will not result in a use or structure that is incompatible with or unreasonably interferes 
with adjacent or surrounding properties, will result in substantial justice being done to 
both the applicant and adjacent or surrounding properties, and is not inconsistent with 
the spirit and intent of this chapter. 

(c) The zoning board of appeals may revoke any grant of a variance for violation of such 
grant upon the giving of thirty-days' notice of such violation to the owner of the premises 
and a hearing held thereon. 

(d) Upon receipt of an application for an appeal, interpretation, or variance, one (1) notice 
that a request has been received shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the city and shall be sent by mail or personal delivery to the owners of the property for 
which the request is being considered, to all persons to whom real property is assessed 
within three hundred (300) feet of the boundary of the property in question, and to the 
occupants of all structures within three hundred (300) feet. Such notice shall be given not 
less than fifteen (15) days before the date of the hearing. If the name of an occupant is 
not known, the term "occupant" may be used in making notification. Notification need not 
be given to more than one (1) occupant of a structure, except that if a structure contains 
more than one (1) dwelling unit or spatial area owned or leased by different individuals, 
partnerships, businesses, or organizations, one (1) occupant of each unit or spatial area 
shall receive notice. In the case of a single structure containing more than four ( 4) dwelling 
units or other distinct spatial areas owned or leased by different individuals, partnerships, 
businesses, or organizations, notice may be given to the manager or owner of the 
structure who shall be requested to post a notice at the primary entrance to the structure. 
The notice shall: 
(1) Describe the nature of the variance or appeal; 
(2) Indicate the property which is the subject of the request; 
(3) State when and where the request will be considered; 
(4) Indicate when and where written comments will be received concerning the 

request. 

Sec. 28-17. -Violations; signs in violation declared public nuisance. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, maintain, enlarge, alter, move, or 
convert any sign in the city, or cause or permit the same to be done on his property 
contrary to or in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter. 

(b) Any sign which is erected, constructed, maintained, enlarged, altered, moved, or 
converted in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter is hereby declared to be a 
public nuisance per se, and may be abated by order of any court of competent jurisdiction. 

(c) In addition to the remedies otherwise provided, the city may remove and dispose of an 
unlawful sign on public property. 

(d) Any person, firm or corporation determined to have been in violation of the provisions of 
this chapter shall be responsible for a municipal civil infraction and subject to the 
provisions of section 1-11 of this Code. 

PART II. 
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Severability. Should any section, subdivision, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance be declared 
by the courts to be invalid, the validity of the Ordinance as a whole, or in part, shall not be 
affected other than the part invalidated. 

PART III. 

Savings Clause. The amendment of the Novi Code of Ordinances set forth in this Ordinance 
does not affect or impair any act done, offense committed, or right accruing, accrued, or acquired 
or liability, penalty, forfeiture or punishment, pending or incurred prior to the amendment of the 
Novi Code of Ordinances set forth in this Ordinance. 

PART IV. 

Repealer. All other Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed 
only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 

Robert J. Gatt, Mayor 

Mar-yanne CornefH:!sCortney Hanson, City Clerk 

Certificate of Adoption 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the ordinance adopted 
at the regular meeting of the Novi City Council held on the __ day of ____ _ 
~62Q_17. 

MafyaAfle-GefRetfttsCortney_ Hanson, City Clerk 
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DRAFT 
SIGN ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 

2/6/17 POSSIBLE REVISIONS CONSIDERED BY ORC 



POST -PC REVIEW 
ORC CONSIDERATION 2/6/17 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND 

CITY OF NOVI 

ORDINANCE NO. 16-___ _ 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF NOVI CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, AT CHAPTER 28, "SIGNS" IN ORDER TO 
COMPREHENSIVELY REVISE REGULATIONS RELATING TO 
PURPOSE AND INTENT; PERMITTING PROCESS; 
PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY SIGNS; BILLBOARDS; 
DEFINITIONS; APPEALS; AND OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ORDINANCE. 

THE CITY OF NOVI ORDAINS: 

PART I. That Chapter 28, "Signs" of the City of Novi Code of Ordinances is hereby amended 
read in its entirety as follows: 

Sec. 28-1. - Definitions 
Sec. 28-1.5. -Preamble; purpose 
Sec. 28-2. - Rules and regulations to interpret and implement chapter. 
Sec. 28-3. - Permits. 
Sec. 28-4. - Liability insurance for signs on public property. 
Sec. 28-5. - Permitted according to district. 
Sec. 28-6. - Temporary signs. 
Sec. 28-7. -Allowed in all districts 
Sec. 28-8. - Off-premises advertising signs permitted according to district 
Sec. 28-9. -Noncommercial message permitted. 
Sec. 28-10. - Prohibited signs. 
Sec. 28-13. -Construction materials. 
Sec. 28 14. \Vindloads. 
Sec. 28--1-514. - Nonconforming and abandoned or obsolete signs. 
Sec. 28-±615. - Appeals. 
Sec. 28--1-716. - Violations; signs in violation declared public nuisance. 

Sec. 28-1. - Definitions. 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning: 



Area of sign means the entire area within the smallest circle, triangle, parallelogram, or 
other regular geometric shape that encloses the extreme limits of any writing, picture, logo, 
representation, emblem, or figure of similar character, together with any frame or other material 
or color forming an integral part of the display or used to differentiate such sign from the 
background against which it is placed, excluding the necessary supports or uprights on which 
such sign is placed. Where a sign has two (2) or more faces, the area of all faces shall be included 
in determining the area of the sign, except that where two (2) such faces are placed back to back 
and are at no point more than two (2) feet from one another, the area of the sign shall be taken 
as the area of one (1) face if the two (2) faces are of equal area, or as the area of the larger face 
if the two (2) faces are of unequal area. 

Distance = D ft. 

I< >I 

Area of sign 1 = A; Area of sign 2 = B 
If D < 2ft. then total area of the sign ~ A orB, whichever Is greater 

If D> 2ft, then total area of the sign ~ A + B 

rs··-----------, 
I I 

I IGNi L--------------' 

RIGHT WRONG 

District means a zoning district as established in appendix A, "zoning ordinance", as 
amended. 

Fueling station means a space, structure, or building or part of a building for the retail 
sale or supply of motor fuels, lubricants, air, water, and other customary facilities and minor 
service for the installation of such commodities in or on such motor vehicle, but not including 
special facilities for the painting, major repair, or similar servicing thereof. 

Height of ground sign means the vertical distance measured from the natural surface 
grade of the land, without including any berm, landscaping, grading, or other artificially or 
unnaturally constructed or raised portion of land beneath the midpoint of the face of the sign, to 
the highest point of the sign or supporting structure. Where setback regulations require a ground 
sign to be behind or on top of a landscaped berm mandated by the city zoning ordinance, the 
building department, upon review with the city's planner, may permit a variance to the height 
measurement, but only to the extent necessary to prevent the sign from being obscured by the 
landscaped berm. 
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Maximum 
Height 

(If berm 
required by 
Zoning and 

approved by 
Planning) 'r...--.1...------..._-

Maximum 
Height 

(Typical) 

Lineal feet, when used in determining the area of sign, means the length of the first floor 
business frontage of the business premises on which the sign is located. 

Noncommercial means not related to or connected with trade and traffic or commerce in 
general. 

Parcel of land means a unit of contiguous real property under common ownership. Where 
property is divided into condominium units, such units shall not be treated as separate parcels of 
land for purposes of this chapter, except for individual units that have been the subject of separate 
approved site plans complying in all respects with the city zoning ordinance. 

Required setback means the minimum setback required for the respective district as 
specified in appendix A, "zoning ordinance", as amended. However, setback, when used in 
determining sign area, shall be the distance the sign is from the nearest street centerline 
measured along a perpendicular line to that street line. 

Sign means a name, identification, description, display, device, illustration, design, 
banner, flag, pennant, logo, or trademark that is affixed to, painted on, or otherwise represented, 
placed, located, or set directly or indirectly upon a parcel of land, including a building or structure, 
in a manner so as to be visible from any public street, sidewalk, alley, park, or other property, 
and that advertises, publicizes, or directs attention to a service, product, activity, person, 
institution, organization, or business. Types of signs include: 

(1) Animated sign means a sign, other than a changeable copy sign, whereby the sign 
itself or the information conveyed incorporates or involves action, motion, or the 
appearance of action or motion, such as flashing lights, color changes, moving 
parts, reflective materials, traveling, tracing, or scrolling messages, rotating 
images, or video-like features. 

(2) Business center ground sign means an on premises sign located on a parcel of 
land that is developed with a group of four ( 4) or more contiguous stores or 
contiguous industrial businesses or an industrial subdivision developed as a 
planned complex, or of a multi-tenant, multi-story office or industrial building. 
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(3) Canopy sign means a sign painted on, or attached flat against the surface of a 
canopy or awning projection from the building. 

( 4) Changeable copy sign means a sign designed so the copy can be changed either 
manually or electronically, while the surface of the sign remains unchanged. 

(5) Entranceway sign means a ground sign that is located at or near the entranceway 
to a residential, industrial, or commercial subdivision, apartment complex, 
condominium development, or other integrated or coordinated multi-parcel 
development or permitted institution, from a public right-of-way. 

(6) Flashing sign means any sign that contains or is illuminated by a light source that 
produces a brilliant flash and darkness on an alternating basis resulting in a 
pulsating effect designed to attract attention, or that contains an intermittent or 
sequential light source, or that emits light in sudden transmission. 

(7) Ground sign means a sign, not attached to any building, supported by a monument 
placed in the ground surface such that the entire bottom of the sign is affixed to 
the ground and is not supported by poles, columns, or uprights. 

(8) Groundpole sign means a sign attached to a pole or poles temporarily anchored 
into the ground, the sole purpose of which pole or poles is to hold the sign. 

(9) Illuminated sign means a sign that provides artificial light by either emission or 
reflection. 

(10) Kiosk pedestal sign means a freestanding sign on a sidewalk or other public or 
private open space. 

(11) Off-premises sign means a sign that contains a message unrelated to a business 
or profession conducted or to a commodity, service, or activity sold or offered upon 
the premises where such sign is located. 

(12) On-premises sign means a sign that contains a message related to a business or 
profession conducted or to a commodity, service, or activity, sold or offered upon 
the premises where such sign is located. 

(13) Noncommercial message sign means a sign that is not related to or connected 
with trade and traffic or commerce in general. 

(14) Portable sign means a freestanding sign not permanently anchored or secured to 
either a building or the ground. 

(15) Projecting sign means a double sided sign with an identical message on both sides 
which is affixed to any building or structure, whose height is equal to or greater 
than its width, and projects in such a way that the sign on which the message is 
placed perpendicular to the wall to which it is attached. 

(16) Temporary sign means a display sign, banner, or advertising device, with or 
without a structural frame, intended for a limited period of display, including 
displays for holidays or public demonstrations or events. 

(17) Wall sign means a sign which is attached directly to or painted upon a building 
wall which does not project more than eighteen (18) inches therefrom. The 
exposed face of the sign must be in a plane parallel to the wall of the building. 
The sign must not extend above the height of the wall. 

(18) Motor vehicle sign means a sign measuring more than two (2) square feet in size 
that is mounted, placed, written, or painted on a vehicle or trailer, whether motor
driven or not. 

(19) Exposition event wall sign means a sign that is attached directly to a building wall 
and that does not project more than eighteen (18) inches therefrom, including the 
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entire surface excluding any frame, which sign is intended to change on a regular 
basis with the specific exposition events. 

This definition of sign shall not include: 
(1) Signs less than one (1) square foot in area, when accessory to the use of the 

parcel of land (for example, to direct traffic interior to a site). 
(2) Legal notices, including but not limited to signs required for proposed rezoning 

changes. 
(3) Decorative displays in connection with a recognized holiday, provided that the 

display does not exceed 75 days. 
(4) Signs required by law (e.g., fire code). 

Thoroughfare means a major arterial, arterial, or minor arterial as established in the 
master plan adopted by the city pursuant to Act No. 285 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1931 
(MCL 125.31 et seq., MSA 5.2991 et seq.), as amended. 

Vending machine means a currency-operated machine for selling small articles or services. 

Sec. 28-1.5. - Preamble; purpose. 

Signs can obstruct views, distract motorists, displace alternative uses for land, and pose 
other problems that legitimately call for regulation. The purpose of this chapter is to establish 
reasonable standards for the time, place, and manner of the erection and use of signs, symbols, 
markings, and advertising devices within the city. The standards are designed to promote the 
health, public safety, and welfare of persons within the community, including the promotion of 
traffic safety and aesthetics, and to aid in development and promotion of business and industry 
by providing sign regulations that encourage creativity, effectiveness, and flexibility in design and 
use of such devices without creating detriment to the general public. The intent is to allow 
communication through signage while encouraging aesthetic quality in design, locality, and size 
of signs. This Chapter is to be read in a manner consistent with the First Amendment guarantee 
of free speech. 

It is further the intent of this chapter to: 

(a) Ensure that the constitutionally-guaranteed right of free speech is protected and to allow 
signs as a means of communication, subject to appropriate and legally-permissible time, 
place, and manner restrictions. 

(b) Protect the safety of drivers and others by precluding animated signs and limiting 
changeable copy signs in a manner intended to lessen the diversion or distractions of a 
driver's attention from the roadway, particularly with regard to larger signs on heavily
trafficked roadways. 

(c) Provide for signage that is adequate but not excessive and that displays a message 
through use of pictures, symbols and logos for rapid comprehension by the public. 

(d) Prohibit the erection of signs in such numbers, sizes, designs and locations as may create 
a hazard or distraction to pedestrians and motorists and thus promote safety upon the 
streets and highways in the city. 
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(e) Avoid excessive competition for large or multiple signs, so that permitted signs provide 
adequate identification and direction while minimizing clutter, unsightliness, and 
confusion. 

(f) Prevent sign overload and excessively large signs which creates a visually chaotic and 
competitive situation within the business community. 

(g) Encourage good design in the context of the overall image and visual environment of the 
city, and prescribe sound practices with respect to size, spacing, illumination, type and 
placement of signs for the purpose of safeguarding and enhancing properties in each of 
the various types of zoning districts. 

(h) Enhance the appearance of the business community, taking into account the nature of 
the use, and thus stimulate as well as protect the economic vitality of the city and the 
orderly growth and development of business and industry in the city. 

(i) Protect public investment in public structures, open spaces and thoroughfares. 
(j) Minimize the adverse effects of signs on nearby public and private property. 
(k) Enhance the effectiveness of necessary directional and warning signs. 
(I) Preserve property values. 
(m) Recognize that advertising signs are a legitimate advertising medium in the locations 

which neither lessen the visual attributes of the city through the placement of such signs, 
nor cause confusion, safety problems or lessen the ability to identify local businesses 
through visual clutter. 

(n) Regulate the number and size of advertising signs within the city in the interests of 
economic prosperity, civic pride, quality of life and general welfare of the people who 
reside in, are visiting, are employed in or conduct business in the city. 

Sec. 28-2. - Rules and regulations to interpret and implement chapter. 

The city manager shall have the power (but not the obligation) as may be necessary in 
the interest of the public safety, health, and general welfare to adopt and promulgate rules and 
regulations to interpret and implement provisions of this chapter and to secure the intent thereof. 
Such rules and regulations shall become effective after filing with the council. 

Sec. 28-3. - Permits. 

(a) Required. Except as expressly provided in sections 28-7, relating to temporary signs, and 
section 28-8, relating to signs allowed in all districts, it shall be unlawful for any person to 
erect, alter, relocate, or maintain any sign or other advertising structure without first 
obtaining a permit therefor from the city and payment of a fee provided for in this section. 

(b) Application. Application for erection permits shall be made upon forms provided for by the 
city, and shall contain or have attached thereto the following information: 
(1) Name, address and telephone number of the applicant; 
(2) Location of building, structure, or lot to which the sign is to be attached or erected; 
(3) Position of the sign in relation to nearby buildings, structures, and property lines; 
(4) Two (2) drawings of the plans and specifications and method of construction and 

attachment to the building or in the ground; 
(5) Copy of stress sheets and calculations, if deemed necessary by the building official, 

showing the structure as designed for dead load and wind pressure in accordance 
with regulations required under the Single State Construction Code; 

(6) Name and address of the person erecting the structure; 

6 



(7) Any electrical permit required and issued for such sign; 
(8) Insurance policy or bond as required by this chapter; 
(9) Such other information as the city manager or his or her designee may require to 

show full compliance with this and all other applicable laws of the city and the 
state; 

(10) In all applications for entranceway signs, the city manager or his or her designee 
shall require that appropriate provisions have been made to ensure continued 
maintenance of the sign. 

(c) Fee. A permit fee shall be paid to the city for each permit required by this chapter in an 
amount to be set by resolution of the council from time to time. 

(d) Review of Application 
(1) Sign permit applications that relate to construction of a new building or an addition 

to an existing building may submitted, reviewed, and approved as part of a site 
plan application. Proposed signs shall be shown on the preliminary site plan. 
Alternatively, an applicant may choose to submit a sign application to the Building 
Official for administrative review. Following preliminary site plan approval, any 
application to amend a sign permit or for a new or additional sign shall be 
submitted to the Building Official. 

(2) The Building Official shall review and approve the sign permit application for a sign 
proposed on a parcel of land or existing building where no other new construction 
is permitted. 

(e) Ordinary maintenance. No permit is required for the ordinary servicing or repainting of an 
existing sign message, the cleaning of a sign, the changing of information on a directory 
sign, or the changing of advertising on a permitted sign specifically designed for regular 
change of message without change in structure. 

Sec. 28-4. - Signs on public property; insurance. 

No sign shall be located within, project into, or overhang any public right-of-way, except 
as otherwise permitted herein. 

If any wall or projecting pole sign is suspended over a public street or public property, or 
if the vertical distance of such sign above the street or property is greater than the horizontal 
distance from the sign to the public property line or parapet wall and is so located as to be able 
to fall or to be pushed onto the public street or property, then the owner of such sign shall provide 
at the time of obtaining a permit and keep in force a public liability insurance policy, approved by 
the city attorney, in the amounts set by resolution of the council or other formal city action. The 
policy shall indemnify the owner and the city from all damage suits or actions of every nature 
brought or claimed against the owner and the city for or on account of injuries or damages to 
persons or property received or sustained by any person through any act of omission or 
negligence of the owner, his servants, agents or employees regarding such sign. In lieu of an 
insurance policy an owner may present proof satisfactory to the city attorney that the owner is 
financially capable of self-insurance in the amounts required by resolution of the council. 

Sec. 28-5. - Permanent signs permitted according to district 
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The following types of permanent (non-temporary) signs, illuminated or unilluminated, 
shall be permitted in the following districts described in Appendix A to the City Code, the City of 
Novi Zoning Ordinance, and in limited number, in accordance with the following regulations: 

(a) On-Premises signs permitted by district (subject to further regulations as set forth in 
subsections [b]-[g] below): 

Wall Sign 

District (per tenant, multiple) 

Residential 30-65 square foot 

(RA, Rl-R4, RT, RM- maximum based on 

1, RM-2, MH) frontage, (1) sign per 

footnote (3) business, footnote (7) 

30-65 square foot 

maximum based on 

Office frontage, (1) sign per 

(OS-1, OSC, OST) business, footnote (7) 

w/freeway frontage 

or >40,000 square Additional sign, same 

feet size 

30-65 square foot 

maximum based on 

Industrial frontage, (1) sign per 

(1-1, 1-2) business, footnote (7) 

w/freeway frontage 

or >40,000 square Additional sign, same 

feet size 

30-65 square foot 

Business maximum based on 

(Bl-3, FS, RC, NCC, C, frontage, (1) sign per 

TC, EXPO) business, footnote (7) 

w/freeway frontage 

or >40,000 square 2nd sign allowed on 

feet freeway 

Town 30-65 square foot 

Center/Gateway maximum based on 

(TC-1, GE) frontage, (1) sign per 

footnote (6) business, footnote (7) 

Wall Sign 

(single tenant) 

Permitted 

nonresidential only 250 

square foot maximum 

(1) sign, footnote (7) 

Permitted 

nonresidential only 250 

square foot maximum, 

(1) sign, footnote (7) 

Additional sign, same 

size 

Permitted 

nonresidential only 250 

square foot maximum, 

(1) sign, footnote (7) 

Additional sign, same 

size 

Permitted 

nonresidential only 250 

square foot maximum, 

(1) sign footnote (7) 

2nd sign allowed on 

freeway 

30-65 square foot 

maximum based on 

frontage, 250 square 

foot maximum (1) sign, 

footnote (7) 

Canopy Sign 

(1) sign of 24 

square foot 

or maximum and 

(1) sign of 24 

square foot 

or maximum and 

(1) sign of 24 

square foot 

or maximum and 

(1) sign of 24 

square foot 

or maximum and 

(1) sign of 24 

square foot 

or maximum and 
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Ground Sign( per 

development parcel) 

footnote (2) 

30-100 square foot 

maximum, (1) sign, 

maximum 6 feet high for 

allowable use. Size per 

Section 5(2)(b) 

30-100 square foot 

maximum, (1) sign, 

maximum 6 feet high for 

allowable use. Size per 

Section S(2)(b) 

Additional sign same size 

for single tenant building 

only. 

30-100 square foot 

maximum, (1) sign, 

maximum 6 feet high for 

allowable use. Size per 

Section 5(2)(b) 

Additional sign same size 

for single tenant building 

only. 

30-100 square foot 

maximum, (1) sign, 

maximum 6 feet high for 

allowable use. Size per 

Section 5(2)(b) 

Additional sign same size 

for single tenant building 

only. 

30-100 square foot 

maximum, (1) sign, 

maximum 6 feet high for 

allowable use. Size per 

Section 5(2)(b) 

Business Center 

Sign 

NONE 

30-100 square 

foot maximum, (1) 

sign, maximum 6 

feet high 

30-100 square 

foot maximum, (1) 

sign, maximum 6 

feet high 

30-100 square 

foot maximum (1) 

sign, 6 feet high. 

footnote ( 6) 

30-100 square 

foot maximum (1) 

sign, 15 feet high 



30-100 square foot 

30-65 square foot maximum, {1) sign, 30-100 square 

maximum based on 250 square foot {1) sign of 24 maximum 6 feet high for foot maximum, (1) 

EXO frontage, {1) sign per maximum, {1) sign, square foot allowable use. Size per sign, maximum 6 

footnotes (5) business, footnote (7) footnote (7) or maximum and Section 5(2)(b) feet high 

30-65 square foot 

maximum based on 250 square foot (1) sign of 24 

PSLR frontage (1) sign per maximum, {1) sign, square foot 30 square feet {1) sign/6 30 square feet {1) 

footnote {1) business, footnote (7) footnote (7) or maximum and feet high. sign/6 feet high 

Footnotes: 
{1) In PSLR District exterior illuminated signs only permitted 

{2) See section (5(7)) for allowable changeable copy signs 

(3) Neighborhood/business park entranceway signs are allowed up to 24 square feet, maximum 5 feet in height limited to {1) per neighborhood vehicular entrance 

{2 signs at boulevard entrance) 

(4) in the TC District only Kiosk Pedestal Signs of up to 65 square feet, maximum 10 feet in height is allowed at a minimum spacing of 200 feet 

(5) in the EXO District only, operating Exposition Facilities of over 150,000 square feet up to (4) wall signs of 360 square feet are permitted to be displayed on a 

building side adjacent to and interstate freeway 

(6) in RC district, maximum 15 feet in height 

(7) Size per Section 5(2)(a) 

(b) Area regulations, all zoning districts except TC-1 and GE 
(1) Wall signs- single or multi-story 

a. Multiple businesses: A business having a first floor pedestrian entrance 
shall be allowed one and one-fourth (11/4) square feet of signage per linear 
foot of contiguous public or private street frontage (including utility right
of-way frontage contiguous with a street) up to a maximum of sixty-five 
(65) square feet 

b. Single business: A wall sign displayed on a building occupied by one (1) 
business shall not exceed one (1) square foot of signage for each two (2) 
feet of setback from the centerline of the nearest adjacent thoroughfare or 
collector street as defined in the master plan adopted by the city, as 
amended, but not greater than fifteen (15) percent of the frontage surface 
of the building and not greater than two hundred fifty (250) square feet. 
In those instances where the wall sign is adjacent to a private roadway or 
drive within a development, the calculation required above shall be made 
based upon the distance to the centerline of that roadway or drive. If the 
wall sign area would be greater if calculated under the standard set forth 
in subsection (b)(1)a. above, then said standard shall be used. 

(2) Ground signs 
a. Except as provided below, ground signs shall not exceed a thirty (30) 

square feet or one (1) square foot of sign area for each two (2) feet of 
setback from the nearest street center line as required herein, whichever 
is greater, with a maximum area of one hundred (100) square feet. 

b. Where the business is a fueling station, the maximum area of the sign shall 
be thirty (30) square feet. 

c. Ground signs within the boundaries of a planned suburban low-rise overlay 
concept plan approved by the city shall not exceed thirty (30) square feet. 

(c) Signs in TC-1 and GE districts: 
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(1) General regulations 
a. A business having a first floor pedestrian entrance shall be allowed one and 

one-fourth (1%) square feet of signage per linear foot of contiguous public 
or private street frontage up to a maximum of sixty-five (65) square feet. 
Where a building has public or private street frontage on more than one 
(1) street, no single sign shall exceed one and one-fourth (1%) square feet 
per lineal foot of the frontage on the immediately contiguous street. 
Live/work units (i.e., buildings with commercial/office use on first floor, 
with residential use on the upper floor[s]), shall be allowed signage of no 
greater than twelve (12) square feet, not to exceed six (6) feet in length. 

b. A business having a first floor pedestrian entrance on a public or private 
street qualifying for a wall sign under subsection (1)a. above, which also 
has a direct separate first floor pedestrian entrance in the rear of the 
building is allowed a second wall sign located in the rear of the building 
subject to: (1) the area of the sign shall not exceed one (1) square foot of 
signage for every two (2) lineal feet of rear wall to a maximum of twenty
four (24) square feet and (2) shall reflect a design consistent with the front 
signage decision. 

c. A building with business occupants on the upper floors or the interior space 
on the first floor of a building may have a sign not to exceed ten (10) 
square feet in area at the street entryway. 

d. Where a business has no contiguous public or private street frontage and 
the majority of its off-street parking is adjacent to an outside wall of the 
business, the business is permitted twenty-four (24) square feet signage. 
The sign shall be located no closer than thirty (30) feet on center from any 
other similar sign, and shall be located adjacent to such parking lot or 
street, as applicable. 

e. Where a business has contiguous public or private street frontage, but no 
separate first floor exterior entrance, the business is permitted twenty-four 
(24) square feet of signage. 

f. Wall signs shall not exceed the height of the wall on which the sign is 
located. A wall sign permitted under subsections a., b. and d. shall be 
located at least eight and one-half (8.5) feet above the surface of the 
surrounding grade and shall not exceed the height of the building wall. 

(2) Design of signs in the TC-1 and GE zoning districts: 
a. Where separately owned businesses occupying a single building or a single 

parcel of land utilize individual wall signs, all such signs on the building or 
within the center shall be of a common style; i.e., individual freestanding 
letters shall be utilized with other signs composed of individual freestanding 
letters. Where premises have lawfully developed with signs not of a 
common style, future signs shall be of a style common to a majority of 
signs within the development. If the parcel of land or buildings is divided 
into condominium units for purposes of the separate ownership of business 
premises, and the individual units are designed and constructed with varied 
architectural styles so as to distinguish separate units, wall signs shall not 
be required to be of a common style. 
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b. All signs in a TC-1 district, except those permitted in section 28-7 of this 
Code, shall be reviewed pursuant to the Sign Design and Review Manual 
for Novi TC-1 district. 

c. All provisions of the Nevi-Design and Review Manual, as revised and 
attached hereto, are hereby adopted, enacted and made a part of this 
chapter. The provisions of the design review manual shall provide 
standards and criteria upon which the decision for approving or denying a 
sign shall be based. 

(d) Additional on-premises signs 
No building or parcel of land shall be allowed more than one (1) sign permitted under this 
section, except as follows: 
(1) Within the TC-1 and GE Districts as set forth in subsection (3£;) above. 
(2) In those instances where the majority of the off-street parking for a business 

located outside of the TC-1 or GE district is adjacent to the direct separate rear or 
side entrance, and that entrance serves as the primary entrance for customers, 
the business is permitted one (1) square foot of wall signage for every two (2) 
lineal feet of the business' wall which has the entrance to a maximum of twenty
four (24) square feet. 

(3) One (1) wall sign not greater than two (2) square feet in area is permitted at the 
rear entrance to a business establishment. This provision shall not apply to a 
business allowed an additional sign under subsection (d)(2) above. 

( 4) Where four ( 4) or more separately owned and operated businesses with an 
exterior pedestrian access to each business occupy a one-story building on a single 
parcel of land, the parcel is permitted one (1) business center ground sign. 

(5) A multi-story, multi-tenant office or industrial building is permitted a business 
center ground sign, provided that there is no other ground sign for such building. 

(6) Where two (2) or more separately owned and operated businesses occupy a 
building on a single parcel of land, each having a separate exterior entrance, each 
business is entitled to a single wall sign if not otherwise entitled to a wall sign 
under this chapter. 

(7) Except in the TC-1 and GE districts or within the boundaries of a Planned Suburban 
Low-Rise Overlay (PSLR) concept plan approved by the city, for a lot or parcel 
situated on two (2) or more thoroughfares, wall signs may be permitted on each 
thoroughfare in accord with this chapter, except that if a ground sign is selected 
and placed on the premises, only the ground sign shall be permitted. At those 
locations where projecting signs are permitted, no more than one (1) projecting 
sign shall be permitted at a corner lot or parcel. Each wall sign permitted under 
this subpart shall be reduced by the area of the projecting sign. 

(8) Within the OS-1, OSC, OST, I-1, I-2, B-1, B-2, B-3, FS, RC, NCC, C, TC, and EXPO 
districts, an additional wall sign, or an additional ground sign if no other ground 
sign exists on the parcel, shall be permitted if the building is no less than forty 
thousand ( 40,000) square feet in size. 

(9) Where a building within the FS, OS-1, OSC, OST, TC, I-1, I-2, B-1, B-2, B-3, RC, 
NCC, C, and EXPO districts on property which abuts the I-96 freeways or the M-5 
limited access corridor, a single additional wall sign may be utilized oriented toward 
the freeway or corridor, including any contiguous utility right-of-way, provided that 
no additional sign has been permitted under subsection (d)(7) and (8), and 
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provided that further said sign shall be of no larger size than the wall sign 
permitted on the front of the building. 

(10) An entranceway sign is permitted at each entranceway to residential, industrial, or 
commercial subdivision, apartment complex, condominium development, or other 
integrated or coordinated multi-parcel development or permitted institution. With 
respect to such entranceway signs, two (2) sign faces greater than two (2) feet 
apart are permitted. If a residential subdivision or condominium development has 
a boulevard entrance, one (1) single-face entranceway sign is permitted on each 
side of the boulevard. The total area of the faces shall be computed as if they were 
back to back. See definition for area of sign. 

(11) An additional wall sign of the size of that allowed by right shall be allowed on the 
end wall of an end suite of a multi-tenant commercial building provided the end 
wall is directly visible from a thoroughfare on which the building has frontage. 

(12) Up to four (4) Exposition event wall signs are permitted, and a total of up to 360 
square feet for all signs. Signage is permitted only on a building side adjacent to 
an interstate freeway, and shall not be located on the same side of the building as 
an existing wall sign. The exposed face of the signage shall be in a plane parallel 
to the wall of the building. The signage shall not extend above the height of the 
wall on which it is placed. Animated, changeable copy, and/or flashing signage is 
prohibited. 

(13) A maximum of three (3) signs are permitted for a single tenant building, or a single 
tenant within a building, except as provided in the EXO District. 

(14) Fueling stations only may display the following additional permitted signs, which 
are deemed customary and necessary to their respective businesses: 
(1) Signs not exceeding a total of three (3) square feet on each pump. 
(2) A single non-illuminated double-faced sign per fuel pump island, each of 

which shall not exceed four ( 4) square feet in area, may be placed on a 
fuel pump island. Such sign may extend a maximum of two (2) feet above 
the pumps. 

(15) In the EXO District, one additional ground sign, no greater than 30 feet in height, 
no greater than 672 square feet, adjacent to the I-96 freeway. A two-sided 
changeable copy sign is permitted. 

{16) Signs as set forth in Section 28-7. 
(e) Projecting signs 

Subject to the requirements of the Sign Design Review Manual (where applicable) 
(1) Pedestrian level projecting sign: In a TC-1 and GE zoning districts or within the 

boundaries of a Planned Suburban Low-Rise Overlay (PSLR) concept plan 
approved by the city, a business having a first floor pedestrian entrance in a single 
or multiple story building shall be entitled, in addition to any other sign, to one (1) 
pedestrian level projecting sign. Each business shall be entitled to only one (1) 
projecting sign. 
a. Area: A pedestrian level projecting sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet 

in area or three (3) feet in width. The area of such sign shall be in addition 
to any permitted sign provided for herein. 

b. Placement: Pedestrian level projecting signs shall only be located on private 
or public streets. They shall be located within the store frontage of the 
business being identified. No pedestrian level projecting sign shall be 
located closer than twenty (20) feet from any other pedestrian level 
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projecting sign. The bottom of such sign shall be at least eight and one
half (8.5) feet above the surrounding grade and shall not exceed twelve 
(12) feet in height. No sign shall be greater than six (6) feet in width. 

(2) Upper level projecting sign: In a TC-1 or GE zoning district or within the boundaries 
of a pEianned s~uburban H=ow-fBise eQverlay concept plan approved by the city, 
a business located on the upper level of a multiple-story building may utilize, in 
lieu of a permitted wall sign, an upper level projecting identification or business 
sign. 
a. Area: An upper level projecting sign shall not exceed fifteen (15) square 

feet in area or three (3) feet in width. 
b. Height: The bottom of such sign shall be at least twelve (12) feet above 

the surrounding grade and shall not extend above the height of the wall. 
c. Placement: An upper level projecting sign shall be located on the exterior 

wall as close to the center of the occupied space as possible. 
(f) Placement of signs 

(1) Ground signs shall not be placed less than three (3) feet from the future (planned) 
right-of-way line. The sign shall be placed no closer than fifty (50) feet from any 
residential district. Within the boundaries of a Planned Suburban Low-Rise Overlay 
(PSLR) concept plan approved by the city, ground signs shall not be placed less 
than twenty-five (25) feet from the future (planned) section line road right-of-way 
line. 

(2) A wall sign shall be placed as provided in the definition of "wall sign," section 28-
1. Further, where more than one separately owned and operated business 
occupies a building or parcel of land, those wall signs permitted for individual 
businesses shall be located on the same side of the building as the exterior wall 
abutting the business space, and within the lineal frontage of the respective 
business. Provided further, that where such a building is oriented so that the front 
entrances to the business do not face the adjacent thoroughfare, a business 
occupying that portion of the building nearest the thoroughfare which is entitled 
to a sign under subsection (d)(6) may place its sole wall sign upon that wall facing 
the thoroughfare. Where wall signs are permitted on a wall which does not front 
a public or private street, the signs shall be placed within the boundaries of the 
business' wall. 

(3) An entranceway sign shall be placed not less than ten (10) feet from any street 
right-of-way and only in yards adjacent to streets at the entrance to the 
subdivision, apartment complex, condominium development or permitted 
institution. Notwithstanding the above, an entranceway sign may be located within 
the median of a boulevard street when a license for such is granted by the city 
council. 

(g) Changeable copy signs: Changeable copy signs, as defined in this chapter, are permitted, 
subject to the following limitations: 
(1) Such sign shall be a non-residential ground sign only, not including a business 

center sign, and shall be subject to the area, height, and placement requirements 
for a ground sign in such location as otherwise permitted under this chapter. 

(2) Such sign shall not be permitted in the RA, R-1 through R-4, RT, RM1, RM2, or MH 
Districts, except as to non-residential uses allowed in such districts. 
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(3) The changeable copy portion of such sign shall not exceed two-thirds (2/3) of the 
sign area, and the remainder of the sign shall be of a permanent character as 
otherwise required under this chapter 

(4) In addition to the general requirements for sign maintenance, all changeable copy 
signs shall bear a legible message, other suitable display, or be left blank. 
Electronic devices when not in use may be left blank and unlighted. Any lighted or 
electronic changeable copy sign in which the electrical or lighting components are 
operating in an erratic, broken, or damaged fashion shall be turned off or removed, 
and shall be programmed to go dark in the event of a malfunction and shall not 
exceed 0.5 footcandles measured from any property line. 

(5) The changeable copy portion of the sign shall automatically dim, and shall comply 
with the City's lighting ordinances as to illumination. 

(6) The images and messages displayed electronically on the sign must be static, and 
the transition from one (1) static display to another must be instantaneous without 
any special effects. A sign on which the message changes more than four (4) times 
per minute (once every fifteen (15) seconds) shall be considered an animated sign. 

(7) Changeable copy signs shall not be permitted within 150 feet of a residential use. 

Sec. 28-6. - Temporary signs. 

Temporary signs may be erected in accordance with the use, area, height, and placement 
regulations of this section. No permit shall be required except as specifically provided in this 
section. 

Multiple Family Residential 

Non-Residential Uses in RA, 

R-1 through R-4, RT and MH 
_Q_lli_!r_icts ________ _ 

Non-Residential Uses in all 
other districts 

Maximum Area of Maximum Area of Maximum Height 

All Temporary Signs _C\!1Y ~~~1,1i~~91 ~!9_~- (Freestanding) 
1 0 s uare feet 6 s uare feet 4 feet 

6 square feet 6 square feet 

Freestanding ~~-s.guare fe~~-----+-1_6_sq_,_u_ar_e-::-fe_e_t --t-6-::-f-,-e_et ___ --1 

Freestanding 40 square feet -~Q _ _l>_9~1;1E~--!~~!__ ______ 6 feet 
r---~~-~----~ 

Wall 20 square feet 20 square feet 

Freestanding 
Wall 

64 square feet 
20 square feet 6 feet 

(a) In recognition that there is a need for additional expression of speech prior to a 
scheduled election, the following applies for a period of sixty (60) days prior to until 
three (3) days after a city-designated election day on which there is at least one ballot 
item: the maximum allowable area of temporary signs shall be increased to sixty-four 
(64) square feet in all districts. The maximum area of an individual sign remains as 
stated in the table above during this period. 

(b) Temporary signs shall be constructed of durable, all-weather materials and designed to 
remain in pace and in good repair so long as they remain on display. 

(c) Display of temporary banners shall be limited to a total of twenty-eight (28) days per 
calendar year. Such signs shall not be displayed for any continuous period greater than 
fourteen (14) days. A permit for a temporary banner shall be required (provided, 
however, that no fee shall be required). No more than three (3) permits for any one 
parcel of land shall be permitted per year. 
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(d) Temporary signs shall be subject to the maintenance standards of this section. 
(e) The maximum display time of freestanding temporary signs is 64 days. After this time 

expires, the sign shall be removed. Once the temporary sign is removed, there shall be 
a gap of at least thirty (30) days between display of the same temporary sign on the 
same zoning lot. 

(f) When all or a portion of a building or land area on a zoning lot is listed for lease, the 
maximum display time of freestanding temporary signs shall be ninety (90) days and 
temporary signs mounted on building walls shall also be permitted for up to ninety (90) 
days. When all or a portion of a building or land area on a zoning lot is listed for sale, 
the maximum display time of freestanding temporary signs shall be for the duration of. 
the time the building or land area is listed for sale. The sign area limits in the Table 
above apply. 

(g) In addition to any other temporary sign allowed in this Ordinance, the City Council may, 
by resolution, allow temporary sign in connection with an event or promotion, and may 
as part of the resolution impose such limitations as to size and duration as it deems 
appropriate. Application for such additional sign must be made to the city, on a form 
provided by the city, which shall include an acknowledgement and permission for the 
city to enter upon the property to remove the sign if it is not removed by the applicant 
within the time specified in the resolution. 

(h) A residential subdivision, site condominium, or condominium that required and obtained 
site plan approval under Appendix A of the City Code, the Zoning Ordinance, shall be 
considered a non-residential use until eighty (80) percent of the lots or units are issued 
certificates of occupancy. 

Sec. 28-7. - Allowed in all districts. 

The following types of signs shall be allowed in all districts where the principal use to 
which they are related is permitted by Appendix A to the City Code, the City of Novi Zoning 
Ordinance, as amended: 

(a) No permit required: 
(1) Temporary signs not exceeding t\Nelve thirty-two (H32) square feet in area. 
(2) Addresses not exceeding four (4) square feet in area. 
(3) Cornerstone markers, when cut into any masonry surface or when constructed of 

bronze or other noncombustible material permanently attached to building, no 
greater than four (4) square feet. 

( 4) Historic marker signs, as regulated and approved by local, state, or federal 
government agencies. 

(5) Motor vehicle signs (signs greater than two [2] square feet) subject to subsection 
28(10)(b)(ll). 

(6) Flags shall be permitted as follows: 
a. Flags bearing the official designation of the United States of America shall 

be excluded from the requirements of subpart b., except as set forth below. 
Flags bearing the official designation of the United States of America shall 
be respectfully displayed, shall be maintained as provided in subsection 
(6)b.(v), and shall not exceed the following size restrictions: 
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Flag Pole 
Height (feet) 

b. 

Maximum Flag Size (width= 2/3 length) (in square feet) 

The height and placement of poles bearing a flag permitted under 
subsection (5) shall be governed by this Code and a8ppendix A, zoning 
ordinance. Specifically, a flag pole will require a permit under subsection 
7.5.4 of the zoning ordinance and must comply with section 3.32.3, height 
limit, and subsection 4.19.2.B, accessory structures, of the zoning 
ordinance; and 
Except as otherwise provided in the zoning ordinance, flags bearing the 
official design of a nation, state, municipality, educational institution or 
commercial or noncommercial organization, may be displayed as follows, 
provided that no more than tvvo (2) commercial flags be displayed on any 
parcel of land: 
(i) Each parcel of land may display not more than two (2) flags not 

exceeding twenty-four (24) square feet when displayed on a 
flagpole, except as may be permitted herein below in subsections 
(ii) and (iii). 

(ii) In the TC, or TC-1, or zoning districts, each parcel of land may 
display not more than six (6) additional flags, except as may be 
permitted under subsection (6)b.(iii), not exceeding twenty-four 
(24) square feet, when displayed on a flagpole or streetlight pole, 
and when they are an integral part of a plan of streetscaping and 
landscaping amenities approved under the zoning ordinance, which 
incorporates decorative streetlights, brick paving, benches, 
decorative waste receptacles, decorative planter boxes and 
landscaping. The approved streetscape and landscape plan, 
including the utilization of such flags, shall be consistent with the 
design of such amenities throughout the district. 

(iii) Buildings within the TC and TC-1 zoning districts may display 
additional flags on building walls and/or streetscape abutting a 
public road, based upon the length of such building walls. Building 
walls of one hundred (100) to two hundred (200) feet in length may 
display up to two (2) additional flags, not exceeding twenty-four 
(24) square feet. Building walls greater than two hundred (200) 
feet and up to three hundred (300) feet in length may display up 
to three (3) additional flags. Building walls greater than three 
hundred (300) feet in length may display up to four (4) additional 
flags. Building wall length shall be based upon the overall 
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width/length measurements, depicted in the building's approved 
site plan. 

(iv) The above limitations on the number of flags shall not apply to any 
single-family residence or to any apartment dwelling when the flags 
are located within an area leased to a resident and not within any 
common area. 

(v) All flags shall be maintained in good repair so as to prevent tearing, 
fraying or other deterioration. The failure to replace or repair a 
deteriorated flag within thirty (30) days' notice of such condition 
shall constitute a violation of this Code. 

(7) Traffic or other municipal signs such as legal notices, railroad crossing, danger, 
and other emergency signs as may be approved by the council or the city manager. 

(8) Where exterior racks or showcases are permitted, each such rack or showcase 
may contain a single sign not exceeding ten (10) percent of the largest visible face 
area and shall meet the placement requirements set forth for ground pole signs. 

(9) Except as specifically prohibited in this ordinance, one illuminated sign per each 
building side, not to exceed three and one half (3-112) square feet in area and eaffi 
36 inches in any dimension, displayed through the building glass. 

(10) Vending machines on the exterior of business establishments, where permitted, 
shall be permitted two (2) signs. The total area of such signs shall not exceed ten 
(10) percent of the wall surface area of the side of the vending machine on which 
such signs are located, but not to exceed a maximum area of ten (10) square feet 
for all such signs. All portions of such signs shall be located within the face of the 
vending machine. 

(11) Signs displayed in, on, or through building glass area of a non-residential 
(commercial) use, where such sign covers not more than twenty-five (25) percent 
of all the glass area of the frontage of the building premises displaying the sign. 

(b) Permit required. 
(1) Private traffic-control signs which conform to the requirements of the Michigan 

Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, published in accord with Section 608 of 
Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1949 (MCL 257.608), as amended. 

(2) Private parking lot and drive signs based upon the following standards: One (1) 
ground pole sign per entrance not to exceed three (3) square feet in area and six 
(6) feet in height may be located within the minimum setback area. 

Sec. 28-8. - Off-premises advertising signs permitted according to district. 

The City recognizes the appropriateness of off-premises advertising signs in certain 
locations within the City. Such signs can be an important medium of communication to the 
traveling public, and can also be used for various public service announcements and related 
purposes. However, off-premises advertising signs can adversely affect the visual environment 
in which they are located, amounting to visual clutter or even blight, and can also block or prevent 
scenic views and create traffic hazards. 

This Section authorizes off-premises advertising signs within certain districts. In the area 
located along the I-96, signs are allowed within certain zoning districts subject to regulations as 
to height, size, and location 9_t_1d by permit as provided in Section 28-3. A separate off-premises 
~ig_Q zo(l_e is created for the approximately 2-mile corridor along the east side of M-5, between 12 
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Mile and 14 Mile Roads. The City recognizes the unique visual features of this area, which includes 
significant woodland areas and landscaped areas. The City desires to limit the visual impact of 
signage along this corridor by limiting the number of off-premises advertising signs to one sign 
for the entire corridor. Allowing a single sign would, the City finds, allow the communication of 
both advertising information and possible public service information, to the traveling public while 
limiting the visual and traffic impact of such signs. The follmving types of off premises advertising 
signs, illuminated or unilluminated, shall be permitted in the follov~·ing districts in accordance 'Nith 
the follo'Ning regulations: 

Based on such findings, the following off-premises advertising signs are allowed: 

(a) I-2 District 

(al) Ground pole signs and wall signs shall be permitted in an-the I-2 district, but only 
where the property is immediately abutting within 50 feet of the I-961imited access 
freeway. Ground pole signs shall be permitted in the OST district, only on 
properties abutting the free\.vay in the ~q 5 Corridor situated betvv<een 12 ~1ile Road 
and 11 ~1ile Road. 

(62) Area, height and placement regulations: 

Structure 
Type 

Ground 
pole 

Wall Sign 

Area 

In 1-2 District, max. six hundred and 
seventy-two (672) square feet. ffi 

OST District, M 5 Corridor, max. six 
hundred and seventy two {672} 

square feet. 

Max. three hundred and sixty (360) 
square feet 

Height 

Thirty (30) feet (See 
measurement 

method, section 28-
1.) 

As controlled by area 
not to exceed height 

of wall. 

Placement 

Not less than the required 
yard setback, and not closer 
than fifty (SO) feet from any 

residential property. 

See definition. 

( c~) In no event shall any off-premises advertising sign be closer than one thousand 
two hundred (1,200) feet from another off-premises advertising sign, measured 
on a direct line from sign to sign. 1Nithin the ~q 5 Corridor as described above, only 
one (1) groundpole sign shall be permitted, and only on the east side of ~q 5 
abutting the freevv·ay. Placement of signs shall also be subject to any rules or 
regulations of the State of Michigan, including any additional requirements for 
placement of digital signs. 

(61) The structure of a ground pole sign shall be of durable material (metal, steel, 
aluminum, fiberglass, or the like); no wood or other combustible material shall 
be permitted 

(e.2.) Groundpole signs may be two-sided and have changeable copy. 
(fQ) Lighting shall comply with all applicable provisions of the Code of Ordinances. 

!JpJlQbJlog_Qf __ ~lg_o~l~nQtp~_r_mltt~..Q_, 

(b) M-5 Corridor sig_r:u:_Qfle 
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(1) In the OST District, an off-premises sign zone is hereby established within 50 feet 
of the limited access right-of-way of M-5, on the east side of M-5 only. Signs in 
this zone are subject to the following conditions: 
(a) One (1) groundpole sign is allowed in this freeway sign zone. Such sign 

shall not exceed thirty (30) feet in height and shall not exceed six hundred 
and seventy-two (672) square feet in area. This sign is in addition to any 
on-premises freestanding sign otherwise permitted by this ordinance. 

(b) Such sign shall be set back no less than 50 feet from any residential 
property line and shall be subject to any additional requirements of state 
law. 

(c) Such sign may be two-sided and may have changeable copy, subject to the 
movisions of this Chapter. The base of the sign shall incorporate decorative 
elements such that no supporting poles are visible. 

(d) Lighting shall coll!QI.y with all aPQl.Lcable provisions of the Code of 
Ordinances. Uplighting of signs is not permitted. 

W The landscape plan shall include large evergreen shrubs around all sign 
posts, ground equipment cabinets, and similar structures, to the extent 
practical. 

(2) Review. 
(a) A permit application under Section 28-3 is required. In addition, a site and 

landscape plan including all ap_plicable informatioo required for preliminary 
;!it~Q]an approval_under Section 6.Q_ of_the Zonlng_Ordinance is required, 
Review of site plan and landscape plan shall be by the City Council. 

(b) The sign shall not hinder the flow of traffic circulation on the subject site: 
(c) The sign shall not block or restrict visibility of other uses or buildings, 

whether on- or off-site, beyond what is customary and reasonable for 
similar sites; 

(d) The sign shall not be in conflict with other provisions of the Zoning 
Ordinance. 

(e) In the event more than one application for site plan approval is filed and 
pending prior to issuance of a sign permit for the sign within this zoneL 
consideration in approval shall be given to: 
(i) Timeliness of submission. 
(ii) Completeness of submission (including all necessary elements of 
the required site plan and landscaping plan). 
(iii) Location of sign in relation to roads, building improvements, and 
landscaping/vegetation. 
(iv) Aesthetic design of sign and decorative base. 
(v) Proposed timing of installation of sign. 
ML Conditions proposed by applicant. 

(f) ___ 0n(~_9J2.PJ_Q'{edl SUCh sign Sh9J!J2~ installed _ _withjo_one-year of the approval 
.QJlsl if not so installed, the permit shall lapse. 

Sec. 28-9. - Noncommercial message permitted; right-of-way. 
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Anything in this chapter to the contrary notwithstanding, a sign permitted in this chapter 
as a permanent on-premises sign or off-premises sign may contain a lawful non-commercial 
message, except for traffic signs, railroad crossing signs, danger or other emergency signs, and 
directional signs. 

Temporary noncommercial message signs, only, may be placed within right-of-way under 
the city's jurisdiction, provided that there is no area available on the private property to place the 
sign, and further provided that such signs shall be placed no less than ten (10) feet from the 
traveled portion of any public street or road. For purposes of this regulation, the traveled portion 
of the road includes any road shoulder. The building official shall permit a sign closer than ten 
(10) feet to the traveled portion of the road only where all of the following conditions are satisfied: 

(a) There is less than ten (10) feet of space between the traveled portion of the street or road 
and any principal or accessory building on the property so that it is not possible to place 
a sign in conformance with the ten-foot limit; 

(b) The sign shall be located as far away as possible from the traveled portion of the street 
or road while remaining visible; 

(c) The sign does not obstruct the vision of drivers; and 
(d) The sign does not obstruct or detract from the visibility of any traffic sign or traffic control 

device. 

After affording the proponent of the sign an opportunity to be heard, the building official 
may revoke the permission for a sign closer than ten (10) feet if, based upon accepted traffic 
safety principles, it is concluded that the closer sign placement causes a traffic hazard. 

Sec. 28-10. - Prohibited signs. 

(a) A sign not expressly permitted is prohibited. 
(b) The following signs shall not be permitted, erected, or maintained in any district, anything 

in this chapter to the contrary notwithstanding: 
(1) Flashing signs. 
(2) Feather flags, pennants, spinners, and streamers. 
(3) String lights, including installed lighting that attracts attention to a non-residential 

use wherein a source or sources of light are arranged to be visible from the exterior 
of a building or structure including, but not limited to, strips of LED lights or neon 
tubes placed along the perimeter of building windows, along building edges, and 
other locations that serve to attract attention to a non-residential use. This 
prohibition shall not include temporary lights (including holiday lighting) otherwise 
regulated by this ordinance. used in connection ·.vith commercial premises for 
commercial purposes, other than holiday decorations. 

(4) Animated signs. 
(5) Any sign or sign structure that: 

a. Is structurally unsafe; 
b. Constitutes a hazard to safety or health by reason of inadequate 

maintenance, dilapidation, or abandonment; 
c. Is not kept in good repair; 
d. Is capable of causing electrical shocks to persons likely to come in contact 

with it; 
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e. Has peeling paint on any surface; 
f. Has any parts broken, missing letters, or nonoperational lights. 

(6) Any sign which, by reason of its size, location, content, coloring, or manner of 
illumination, constitutes a traffic hazard or a detriment to traffic safety by 
obstructing the vision of drivers, or by obstructing, or detracting from the visibility 
of any traffic sign or control device on public streets and roads. 

(7) Any sign which obstructs free ingress to or egress from a required door, window, 
fire escape or other required exitway. 

(8) Any sign unlawfully installed, erected, or maintained. 
(9) Any sign now or hereafter existing that no longer meets the definition of an on

premises sign, unless it is a non-commercial message sign. 
(10) Portable signs except where expressly permitted in this chapter. 
(11) Unlawful motor vehicle signs. It shall be unlawful to park, place, or store a vehicle 

or trailer on which there is a motor vehicle sign on private property where an on
premises ground or wall sign is located if: 
a. The motor vehicle sign is attached to a vehicle or trailer that is unregistered 

or not operable; 
b. The motor vehicle sign is larger in any dimension than or extends beyond 

any surface of the vehicle or trailer to which it is attached; 
c. The motor vehicle sign is attached to a vehicle or trailer that is parked or 

stored in a public right-of-way or an area not designed, designated, or 
commonly used for parking; 

d. The motor vehicle sign is attached to a vehicle or trailer that is regularly 
parked or stored in a "front yard" or "side yard," as such terms are defined 
in the zoning ordinance, Appendix B of this Code, that abuts a street, when 
there are other areas of the property designed, designated, or available for 
the parking or storage of the vehicle or trailer that are not visible from the 
street or do not abut streets; or 

e. The motor vehicle sign is attached to a vehicle or trailer that is regularly 
parked or stored within fifty (50) feet of a street, when there are other 
areas of the property designed, designated, or available for the parking or 
storage of the vehicle or trailer that are more distant from the street or not 
visible from the street. 

The foregoing prohibition shall not apply if: 
a. The vehicle is temporarily parked in a particular location in the course of 

conducting personal activities or business activities that involve the loading 
or unloading of goods for customers, providing services to off-site 
customers, conducting off-site business, or engaging in work breaks; 

b. The activities in subsection a, above, are being actively undertaken during 
the period of such parking; 

c. The activities in subsection a, above, require the presence of the vehicle 
for purposes of transporting equipment, people, supplies and/or goods 
necessary for carrying out such activities; and 

d. The activities in subsection a, above, are not, other than incidentally, 
related to advertising, identifying, displaying, directing, or attracting 
attention to an object, person, institution, organization, business, product, 
service, event or location. 
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Sec. 28-13. - Construction materials. 

(a) Generally. Materials of construction for signs and sign structures shall be of the quality 
and grade as specified for structures in the state construction code. 

(b) Combustible materials. All signs and sign structures erected shall conform to the state 
construction code relating to combustibility. 

(c) Nonstructural trim. Nonstructural trim may be of wood, metal, approved plastics, or any 
combination thereof. 

(d) Fastenings. Signs erected to masonry, concrete or steel shall be safely and securely 
fastened thereto by means of metal anchors, bolts, or approved expansion screws of 
sufficient size and anchorage to support safely the loads applied. All building fastenings 
must be of noncorrosive materials. Lightweight sign letters may be attached by means of 
an approved adhesive. 

(e) Illumination. Signs may be illuminated internally or externally unless expressly prohibited 
in this chapter. All sign lighting shall be either enclosed or directed away from roadways, 
traffic areas and adjacent residential properties. Sign lighting shall be focused on the sign 
to avoid stray lighting, and shall not be arranged to shine into the night sky. These 
provisions shall not apply to flags permitted by subsection 28-7a(6). 

Sec. 28 11. Windloads. 

For the purpose of design, ·.vind pressure shall be taken upon the gross area of the vertical 
projection of all signs and sign structures at not less than fifteen (15) pounds per square foot for 
those portions above the ground. In calculating ·.vind pressure on curved surfaces such as 
cylindrical or spherical signs or sign structures, this pressure shall be assumed to act on six tenths 
(6/10) of the projected area. In all open frame signs or sign structures, the area used in 
computing wind pressure shall be one half (¥2) times the net area of the framing members 
exposed to the wind. 

Sec. 28-±514. - Nonconforming and abandoned or obsolete signs. 

(a) The lawful use of a sign exactly as the sign existed on the date of this amendment may 
be continued, except as otherwise provided in this chapter, although that sign does not 
conform with this chapter. It is the intent of this chapter, however, to recognize the 
eventual elimination, as expeditiously as is reasonable, of such lawful nonconforming 
signs. 

(b) A nonconforming sign: 
(1) Shall not be structurally altered so as to prolong the life of the sign or to change 

the shape, size, type, or design of the sign, or in any way that would increase the 
degree or extent of nonconformity of such sign; 

(2) Shall not be expanded or relocated; 
(3) Shall not be reestablished after damage or destruction, if the estimated expense 

of reconstruction exceeds fifty (50) percent of the appraised replacement cost as 
determined by the building official; 

(c) An on-premises sign related to a business that has closed or ceased operations or ceased 
conducting business shall be deemed to be abandoned or obsolete. Abandonment or 
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obsolescence of a nonconforming sign shall terminate immediately the right to maintain 
such a sign/ subject to the following requirements: 
(1) An abandoned or obsolete sign and its supporting structure shall be removed by 

the property owner or lessee of the premises upon which the sign is located when 
the business which it advertises is no longer conducted on the premises within ten 
(10) days after written notice from the city manager or his or her designee. 

(2) A sign that is in conformity with the other provisions of these regulations may 
remain in place if such sign is obscured by the use of a blank panel attached within 
the frame of the sign and shall be permitted to remain for a period not to exceed 
one hundred and twenty (120) days. 

(3) Where a successor to an inactive business agrees/ within thirty (30) days of the 
date of written notice by the building official or his or her designee/ to maintain 
the sign as provided for by these regulations/ this removal requirement shall not 
apply/ but only if and to the extent that the existing sign and structure conforms 
to all current sign requirements. 

(d) Any illegal nonconforming signs that exist on the effective date of this amendment shall 
be removed immediately upon the effective date of this amendment shall be replaced by 
signs that conform to these regulations. 

Sec. 28-±615. - Appeals. 

(a) Appeal from the ruling of any officer1 department/ board or bureau of the city concerning 
the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter may be made by any aggrieved party 
within thirty (30) days of the ruling to the zoning board of appeals1 sitting as an 
administrative appeal board under this chapter. 

(b) The zoning board of appeals shall have the authority to: 
(1) Correct errors in the application of this chapter by the Planning Commission or 

administrative officials; 
(2) Interpret the provisions of this chapter; and 
(3) Grant variance relief from the provisions of this chapter. Variance relief may be 

granted by the zoning board of appeals upon an affirmative finding of practical 
difficulty. The board may find a practical difficulty on the basis of any of the 
following: 
a. That the request is based upon circumstances or features that are 

exceptional and unique to the property and do not result from conditions 
that exist generally in the city or that are self-created; 

b. That the failure to grant relief will unreasonably prevent or limit the use of 
the property and will result in substantially more than mere inconvenience 
or inability to attain a higher economic or financial return; 

c. That the grant of relief would be offset by other improvements or actions/ 
such as increased setbacks or increased landscaping/ such that the net 
effect will result in an improvement of the property or the project; 

d. That construction of a conforming sign would require the removal or 
significant alteration of natural features on the property. 

Before granting variance relief1 the board shall also find that the grant of relief will not 
result in a use or structure that is incompatible with or unreasonably interferes with 
adjacent or surrounding properties/ will result in substantial justice being done to both the 
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applicant and adjacent or surrounding properties, and is not inconsistent with the spirit 
and intent of this chapter. 

(c) The zoning board of appeals may revoke any grant of a variance for violation of such 
grant upon the giving of thirty-days' notice of such violation to the owner of the premises 
and a hearing held thereon. 

(d) Upon receipt of an application for an appeal, interpretation, or variance, one (1) notice 
that a request has been received shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the city and shall be sent by mail or personal delivery to the owners of the property for 
which the request is being considered, to all persons to whom real property is assessed 
within three hundred (300) feet of the boundary of the property in question, and to the 
occupants of all structures within three hundred (300) feet. Such notice shall be given not 
less than fifteen (15) days before the date of the hearing. If the name of an occupant is 
not known, the term "occupant" may be used in making notification. Notification need not 
be given to more than one (1) occupant of a structure, except that if a structure contains 
more than one (1) dwelling unit or spatial area owned or leased by different individuals, 
partnerships, businesses, or organizations, one (1) occupant of each unit or spatial area 
shall receive notice. In the case of a single structure containing more than four (4) dwelling 
units or other distinct spatial areas owned or leased by different individuals, partnerships, 
businesses, or organizations, notice may be given to the manager or owner of the 
structure who shall be requested to post a notice at the primary entrance to the structure. 
The notice shall: 
(1) Describe the nature of the variance or appeal; 
(2) Indicate the property which is the subject of the request; 
(3) State when and where the request will be considered; 
(4) Indicate when and where written comments will be received concerning the 

request. 

Sec. 28--1-716. - Violations; signs in violation declared public nuisance. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, maintain, enlarge, alter, move, or 
convert any sign in the city, or cause or permit the same to be done on his property 
contrary to or in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter. 

(b) Any sign which is erected, constructed, maintained, enlarged, altered, moved, or 
converted in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter is hereby declared to be a 
public nuisance per se, and may be abated by order of any court of competent jurisdiction. 

(c) In addition to the remedies otherwise provided, the city may remove and dispose of an 
unlawful sign on public property. 

(d) Any person, firm or corporation determined to have been in violation of the provisions of 
this chapter shall be responsible for a municipal civil infraction and subject to the 
provisions of section 1-11 of this Code. 

PART II. 

Severability. Should any section, subdivision, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance be declared 
by the courts to be invalid, the validity of the Ordinance as a whole, or in part, shall not be 
affected other than the part invalidated. 

PART III. 
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Savings Clause. The amendment of the Novi Code of Ordinances set forth in this Ordinance 
does not affect or impair any act done, offense committed, or right accruing, accrued, or acquired 
or liability, penalty, forfeiture or punishment, pending or incurred prior to the amendment of the 
Novi Code of Ordinances set forth in this Ordinance. 

PART IV. 

Repealer. All other Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed 
only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 

Robert J. Gatt, Mayor 

Cortney Hanson, City Clerk 

Certificate of Adoption 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the ordinance adopted 
at the regular meeting of the Novi City Council held on the __ day of , 2017. 

Cortney Hanson, City Clerk 

25 


	Sign Ordinance Amendment - Clean Version
	Sign Ordinance Amendment - Strikeout Version
	Sign Ordinance Amendment Possible Revisions considered by ORC

