
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
CITYOFNOVI 

Community Development Department 
(248) 347-0415 

Case No. PZ13-0011 42400 Grand River (Access Point) 

Location: 42400 Grand River 

Zoning District: B-3, General Business District 

The applicant is requesting variances from Section 28-5(3))of the Novi Sign Ordinance to 
allow addition of a 24 square foot wall sign on the exterior o f a multi-tenant office 
building. The property is curren tly served by a ground sign allowed by right and is 
proposed to remain. The property is located east of Novi Road, and north of Grand River. 

Ordinance Sections: 
CITY OF NOVI, CODE OF ORDINANCE, Section 28-5(3) permits only one sign if a ground 
sign is used and permits a wall sign only for businesses with a separate exterior entrance. 

City of Novi Staff Comments: 
The applicant is requesting the variance for identification of a tenant occupying a 
significant portion of an existing Office structure. The business does not have a separate 
entrance on the exterior of the building. The Entire building is allowed a single ground 
sign or wall sign by right and the building will continue to be served by the existing 
ground sign. 

Standards for Granting a Sign Variance 

• The request is based upon circumstances or features that are exceptional and 
unique to the property and do not result from conditions that exist generally in the 
City or that are self-created because ____________ _ 

• The failure to grant relief will unreasonably prevent or limit the use o f the property 
and will result in substan tially more than mere inconvenience or inability to attain 
a higher economic or financial return because _______ _ ___ _ 

• The grant of relief will no t result in a use o f structure that is incompatible with or 
unreasonably interferes with adjacent or surrounding properties, will result in 
substantial justice being done to both the applicant and adjacent or surrounding 
properties, and is not inconsistent wi th the spirit of the ordinance 
because ___________ _________ __ 
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
CITY OFNOVI 

Community Development Department 
(248) 347-0415 

cityofnovLorg 
For Official Use Only 

ZBA Case No: 9Ll000 I\ ZBA Date: q/1 "bjl -;z_, Payment Received: $. ___ _ __ (Cash) 

Check# ____ Include payment with cash or check written to "City of Novi." 

TO BE COMPLETED BY APPLICANT- PLEASE PRINT 
Please submit one original signed application and 13 copies of all supporting documentation relevant to the appeal, 

_(Applicant's Name Inr;n,Jy- 'fZ'f~ 6rAvtd Rtw) LLC._ Date otlz!:.lzu12.. 
Company (if applicable) /f, ND 2:01\ V~ 
Address* Lf2'-/W 6r"nJ e,\rUL !\111:.. Sk/JZ, City N CNt ST H.r- ZIP q?37~-
'Where all case correspondence is to be mailed. 

Applicant's E-mail Address: f?so.f),v tfj)-PlhiJ, ljho.Ne.SCof'f Con 

Phone Number ( Z'lr-) 'i '-/0; - 1?'0 ff1 FAX Number ( J.'i~) _ '-I...!...!.L/1-'----=...'1? /'-'"'~=------

Request is for: ./ 

l 1 
Residential Construction (New/ Existing) l Vacant Property _ [ _Commercial _j_~_Siingnn:age 

1. Address of subject ZBA case: 1'Z'f{)O tnf'A{} cl_ eVef' !\~ o\-L 2-.DO ZIP 'f¥-370 

2. Sidwell Number: 5022 -.13-ai:lte- D¢73 may be obtained from Asses/ Department (248) 347-0485 

3. Is the property within a Homeowner's Association jurisdiction? Yes n No fV 
- 4. Zoning:[ RA) R-1 1 R-2r R-3 i R-4[ RT I- RM-1 1 RM-2 1 MH I OS-1 [ OS-2 J )SC I OST / oTHER 133 

5. Property Owner Name (if other than applicant) _ __:S:....:p.~~_r~_' --- ---------:.,--------

1/( 6. Does your appeal result from a Notice of Violation or Citation Issued? I Yes 

- 7. Indicate ordinance section(s) and variances requested: 

- 1. Section. ________ Variance requested. __________________ _ 

2. Section _______ _ Variance requested ____________ ___ ___ _ 

3. Section ________ Variance requested _ ____ ____ _________ _ 

4. Section ________ Variance requested _ ____ _____________ _ 

8. Please submit an accurate, scaled drawing of the property showing: 

a. All property lines and dimensions correlated with the legal description . ./ 
b. The location and dimensions of all existing and proposed structures and uses on property./ 
c. Any roads, easements, drains, or waterways which traverse or abut the property and the lot area and setback.v 
d. Dimensions necessary to show compliance with the regulations of this Ordinance. V 



9. State the practical difficulties which prevent conformance with the Zoning Ordinance requirements (attach separate 
sheet if necessary): 

.See. Afftcb/Jtc.;vT A''" 

10. Describe any unique circumstances regarding the property (i.e., shape, topography, etc.) which are not common 
to other properties in the area and which prevent strict compliance with the Zoning Ordinance: 

See. 14thc1~~-e,vr'f+'' 

SIGN CASES ONLY: 

Your signature on this application indicates that you agree to install a Mock-Up Sign ten (10) days before the scheduled ZBA 
meeting. 
Failure to install a mock-up sign may result in your case not being heard by the Board, postponed to the next scheduled ZBA 
meeting, or cancelled. A mock-up sign is NOT to be the actual sign. Upon approval, the mock-up sign must be removed within 
five (5) days of the meeting. If the case is denied, the applicant is responsible for all costs involved in the removal of the mock
up or actual sign (if erected under violation) within five (5) days of the meeting. 

Variance approval is void If permit not obtained within one hundred eighty (180) days of date of decision. 
There is a five (5) day hold period before work/action can be taken on variance approvals. 
All property owners' within 300 feet of ZBA property address will be notified of the ZBA case and variance requests. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE: 

The undersigned hereby appeals the determination of the Building Official/Inspector or Ordinance Officer made 

_[_I Construct New Home/Building _I _I Addition to Existing Home/Building _I _ I Accessory Building 

_I _I Use ~nage _I _I Other 

---- ot/zo/zo/3_ 
Date 

01~/wL? 
Date 

I 

DECISION ON APPEAL 

___ Granted ____ Denied Postponed by Request of Applicant___ Board __ 

The Building Inspector is hereby directed to issue a permit to the Applicant upon the following items and conditions: 

Chairperson, Zoning Board of Appeals Date 



cityofnovi.org 

January 25, 2013 

Rino J. Soave 
lnfinlty-42400 Grand River LLC 
42400 Grand River Avenue 
Suite 112 
Novi, Michigan 48375 

RE: ACCESS POINT- 42400 Grand River 

The sign permit for the above location has been reviewed and denied. 

Sign Code Section 28-5 (3) permits only one sign per parcel. 
There currently exists a ground sign at this location. 

Sign Code Section 28-5 (3)-f.-permits a wall sign for a business with a separate exterior 
entrance if no other sign exists at the location. 
This tenant does not have a separate exterior entrance. 

Should you wish to request consideration of a variance from the Zoning Board of 
Appeals, you may do so by contacting the board secretary, Angie Pawlowski, at 248-437-
0459. 

Please feel free to contact me at 248-347-0438 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

CITY OF NOVI 

Jeannie Niland 
Ordinance Enforcement Officer 
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42400 Grand River Suite 112 Novi, Ml 48375 
Phone: (248) 449-8084 Fax: (248) 449-8136 

www.lnfinitvhomescorp.com 

ATTACHMENT A 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS APPLICATION 

The building monument sign at The Maxim Building will allow for better visibility and 
presence along the busy Grand River corridor. One of our current tenants, Access 
Point who is requesting the building sign, is a mid-size small business with over 50 
employees housed at the subject property in addition to having several offices in 
southeastern Michigan as well in several other states. The company receives a lot of 
out of state business clientele that frequent the property on a daily basis. Despite the 
building presence, a lot of their clientele has difficulty locating the building so 
additional signage would allow for better visibility for their clientele and presence for 
their business (Especially to identify the building after dark). 

In addition to our request, the proposed variance is in conformity with most of the 
buildings, both office and retail uses, along the Grand River corridor that have both 
monument signs and illuminated building signs. It is important to note that building 
monument signage was installed on subject building before and was placed there for 
number of years through the 1990's and early into the last decade until the main 
tenant that occupied the building relocated and removed the sign upon their 
vacating. 

The company's lease is currently set to expire in the near future and is looking to 
relocate into another facility in near-by Farmington Hills that will allow for a building 
signage presence. The company currently leases about 12,000 square feet from our 
company (which is nearly one-fourth of the total building size). In an effort to prevent 
them from relocating to a nearby building located in another city and to maintain and 
promote business within the City of Novi, we are seeking a variance of the 
ordinance. 



42400 Grand River Ave 
Suite 200 
Novl, Ml 

48375 

(866) 513·3861 
fax (866) 513-3884 

January 30, 2013 

City of Novi 
45175 West 10 Mile Road 
Novl, Ml 48375 

To Whom This May Concern: 

.AC::C:ESS-IP'C> I NT 

accesspointhr.com 

Please accept my thanks in advance for your consideration of this request, my I am the CEO and majority 
shareholder of AccessPoint, LLC, we are currently a tenant In the Maxim Building located at 42400 Grand 
River Ave, Suite 200. As the largest tenant In the building we occupy most of the 2nd floor with our nearly 
50 employees, 10 of which we have hired In the last 7 months, and our business continues to grow. We 
like our current location with easy expressway access, lots of restaurant options, as well as the visibility 
our location provides. 

As we look to the future we believe that It Is important to project a certain Image which brings me to the 
substance of my request today which is for you to allow us to place our company name and logo via an 
exterior wall sign on the building. We believe this to be an Important next step In helping us project the 
most favorable image possible, enhancing our name ID, Increasing our visibility, and assisting our 
customers in locating our place of business. We have been pursued as a prospective tenant by a number 
of other landlords with available space in bordering communities and nearly all have found offered the 
ability to install an exterior sign as a benefit to relocating to their building. Just as the City of Novl has 
signs at the main entry points Into the City, AccessPolnt wants to proudly announce that we are here 
doing business In Novi Michigan. 

I respectfully request that Infinity Homes & Co represent AccessPolnt, LLC In all matters related to this 
request and whatever is needed to secure the proper approvals necessary to Install the proposed sign 
on the building located at 42400 Grand River Avenue. 

Thank you again for taking the time to review our request. 

Sincerely, 

~0£~ 
CEO 
AccessPolnt, LLC 
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[click photo for interactive map of building location) 

Maxim Building 

Built in 1989, this two-story multi-tenant office/medical building has a 
spacious lobby with skylights and greenery. For tenants who aspire to 
peaceful and scenic beauty, this modern, well maintained 35,000 
square foot building boasts incomparable views. 

Its location, near the heart of downtown Novi, makes it convenient to the 
new Main Street development, with its shops, restaurants, and movie 
theaters, and convenient ingress and egress to 1-96 and the M-5 
highway. 

The building is secured after normal business hours and on weekends. 
After-hours and weekend access is available via access control and 
tele-entrv systems which are remotely monitored by the manaqement 
< 

v 

> 

http://www.mindevco.com/propframe.htm 12/4/2012 
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CERTIFIED TO: BANK OF BIRMINGHAM, 

FIRST AMERICAN TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY, 

AND FIRST CENTENNIAL TITLE COMPANY 

APPUCANT: INFINITY /42400 GRAND RNER LLC 
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Illuminated Channel Letters - Raceway Mounted -Access Point 
Qty: 1 -23.31 SqFt 
Illuminated Channel Letters 
Aluminum Construction 
White Plex Faces (the logo will have 1st surface translucent orange vinyl) 
White Trim Cap 
lntemal White LED Illumination 

Raceway Mount to Building 
Field Survey for Raceway Color 

Front View 6'-0' ----- ---1 
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Full Elevation of Side of Building- nts 

Gardner 
s1gns 

1095 Naughton Dr. 
Troy, Ml 48083 
(248) 689-9100T 
l'248) 689-9101 F 
www .gardnersigns.com 

.--:-- l ·, _ _J -lf J ._ ,./ 

CLIENT: Access Point 

PROJECT: Wall Sign 

LOCATION: 42400 Grand River Avenue 

Novi. Ml 48375 
SALESPERSON: Lourie Yormy 

DESIGNER: dmf 

DATE: 12/17/12 

DESIGN It: 

REVISIONS: 12/19/12 01/03!13 

SCALE: No led 

Side View 
1/2"=1'-0" Scale 

Elevation - 1/8" = 1'-0" Scale 
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Color Provided 1-3-2013 

• PMS 185C Red 

SALES Al11110RIZATION l PRO DUCTIO N Al1TIIORIZATION 

SIGNED SY: CLIENT APPROVAL: 

DATE: 

DATE: 

DESIGN AUTHORIZATIO N PRODUCTION APPROVAL: 

-- -

SIGNED SY: 

DATE: DATE: 

DESIGN AND COLOR RENDERING COPYRIGHTC2012 

SY GARDNER SIGNS, INC. SUSMITIED FOR YOUR USE 
WITH DESIGN PROJECT #21195. IT IS NOT TO BE TRANS

MITTED. USED. COPIED. ALTERED OR EXHIBITED IN ANY 

FASHION WHATSOEVER. ALL OR ANY PART OF THIS 
DESIGN (EXCEPT REGISTERED TRADEMARKS) REMAINS 

THE EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY OF GARDNER SIGNS. INC. 

COLORS CONTAINED WITHIN THIS 
RENDERING MAY VARY SLIGHTLY 
FROM THE ACTUAL F INISHED 
PRODUCT DUE TO COMPUTER 
AND PRINTER OUTPUT LIMITATIONS. 
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