
  
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FOR:  City of Novi Zoning Board of Appeals                ZONING BOARD APPEALS DATE:  August 15, 2017 
 
REGARDING:  20970 Turnberry Blvd, Parcel # 50-22-36-451-008 (PZ17-0032) 
BY:   Larry Butler, Deputy Director Community Development 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Applicant 
Kevin S. Choksi  
 
Variance Type 
Dimensional Variance 
 
Property Characteristics 
Zoning District:    Single Family Residential  
Location:   West of Haggerty Road and North of Eight Mile Rd  
Parcel #:    50-22-36-451-008 
 
Request 
The applicant is requesting a variance from the City of Novi Ordinance Section 3.1.1 of 3 feet to 
reduce the side yard setback 25 to 22 feet, 25 feet minimum required by code.   
This property is zoned Residential Acreage (R-A). 
 
 
 
 
Setback will allow for a new proposed addition. 
 
 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals may take one of the following actions: 
 

1. I move that we grant the variance in Case No. PZ17-0032, sought by 
__________________________________________________________________________, for 
_________________________________________________ because Petitioner has shown practical 
difficulty requiring _____________________________________________________. 
 

(a) Without the variance  Petitioner will be unreasonably prevented or limited with respect 
to use of the property because________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(b) The property is unique because_______________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(c) Petitioner did not create the condition because__________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
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(d) The relief granted will not unreasonably interfere with adjacent or surrounding 

properties because_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(e) The relief if consistent with the spirit and intent of the ordinance because 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(f) The variance granted is subject to: 
 

1. ________________________________________________________________. 

2. ________________________________________________________________. 

3. ________________________________________________________________. 

4. ________________________________________________________________. 

 
2. I move that we deny the variance in Case No. PZ17-0032, sought by 

_____________________________________________________________________________, 
for_________________________________________________ because Petitioner has not shown 
practical difficulty requiring ______________________________________________________________. 

 
(a) The circumstances and features of the property 

including_____________________________________________ are not unique because they 
exist generally throughout the City. 

 
(b) The circumstances and features of the property relating to the variance request are 

self-created because_____________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 

 
(c) The failure to grant relief will result in mere inconvenience or inability to attain higher 

economic or financial return based on Petitioners statements that 
__________________________________. 

 
(d) The variance would result in interference with the adjacent and surrounding properties 

by______________________________________. 
 

(e) Granting the variance would be inconsistent with the spirit and intent of the ordinance  
to______________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________.  

 
Should you have any further questions with regards to the matter please feel free to contact me at 
(248) 347-0417. 
 
Larry Butler 
Deputy Director Community Development  
City of Novi 
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                The lot we are located on is a corner unit of our subdivision 
and is much deeper than it is wide.  This leaves more room the back of the 
property to develop, but not much on the sides, making development more 
challenging.  The only logical place to expand and build our proposed addition 
is on the north end where the setback requirements affect our proposed 
development.
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The location and layout of the home the lot was the original design approved many
years ago.  However, the location/layout does not provide a reasonable path to
improve the property and add a new first floor bedroom/pool close to the rest of the 
home, except in the proposed location.
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After the proposed addition, the lot will still only be approximately 17% covered, 
well under the 25% lot coverage maximum.  The proposed variance is minor (3' variance on a 50' aggregate requirement) and due to the location of the neighbor's home to the north and wooded areas to the north, will not interfere with their property.  
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The 3' variance is the minimum needed to build an accessible bedroom that is 
consistent in size and shape with the rest of the home and other homes in the area.
The variance will allow us to make the room fully accessible for elderly and those
with physical disabilities. 
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Due to the location/size of the northern neighbor's lot, the wooded areas to the north, 
and trees on the northern edge of our property, there is no visible impact to our 
neighbors.  The proposed addition will not be visible from the street as we are on
the corner and at the end of a cul-de-sac.  The addition will add to the value of 
all homes in our subdivision and is fully supported by the HOA (see attached letter).
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