
_______________________________________________________________________________________

FOR: City of Novi Zoning Board of Appeals ZONING BOARD APPEALS DATE: December 13, 2016

REGARDING: 48600 Grand River Ave., PARCEL # 50-22-17-126-012
BY: Larry Butler, Deputy Director Community Development
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Applicant
THE GODDARD SCHOOL OF NOVI

Variance Type
DIMENSIONAL AND SIGN VARIANCE

Property Characteristics
Zoning District: B-3 (GENERAL BUSINESS)
Location: NORTH OF GRAND RIVER AVE. AND EAST OF WIXOM ROAD
Parcel #: 50-22-17-126-012

Request
The applicant is requesting a variance from the CITY OF NOVI Code of Ordinances; The applicant is 
requesting a variance from the CITY OF NOVI Code of Ordinance; Sections 4.12.2.9 to allow a 113.04 square feet 
of recreation space/child, Section 5.4.2 to omit separate loading space, 4.19.2F to allow dumpster in side/front 
yard (do not have a rear yard), 4.19 to allow accessory play structures in side and front yard, 28-5.1.d.1to allow 
two ground signs and one wall sign one sign permitted.  This property is zoned B-3 (General Business).

Proposed Changes
The applicant is requesting variances from the CITY OF NOVI Code of Ordinance; Sections 4.12.2.9 to allow a 
113.04 square feet of recreation space/child, Section 5.4.2 to omit separate loading space, 4.19.2F to allow 
dumpster in side/front yard (no rear yard), 4.19 to allow accessory play structures in side and front yard, 28-5.1d.1
to allow two ground signs one allowed and one wall sign one sign permitted.  This property is zoned B-3 (General 
Business).

The Zoning Board of Appeals may take one of the following actions:

1. I move that we grant the variance in Case No. PZ16-0055, sought by 
__________________________________________________________________________, for 
_________________________________________________ because Petitioner has shown practical 
difficulty requiring _____________________________________________________.

 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

STAFF REPORT

I. GENERAL INFORMATION:

II. STAFF COMMENTS:

III. RECOMMENDATION:

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

45175 Ten Mile Road
Novi, MI 48375
(248) 347-0415 Phone
(248) 735-5600 Facsimile
www.cityofnovi.org



Zoning Board Of Appeals December 13, 2016
The Goddard School of Novi Page 2 of 3
Case # PZ16-0055

(a) Without the variance  Petitioner will be unreasonably prevented or limited with respect 
to use of the property because________________________________
_________________________________________________________________.

(b) The property is unique because_______________________________________
_________________________________________________________________.

(c) Petitioner did not create the condition because__________________________
_________________________________________________________________.

(d) The relief granted will not unreasonably interfere with adjacent or surrounding 
properties because_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________.

(e) The relief if consistent with the spirit and intent of the ordinance because 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________.

(f) The variance granted is subject to:

1.________________________________________________________________.

2.________________________________________________________________.

3.________________________________________________________________.

4.________________________________________________________________.

 
2. I move that we deny the variance in Case No. PZ16-0055, sought by 

_____________________________________________________________________________, 
for_________________________________________________ because Petitioner has not shown 
practical difficulty requiring ______________________________________________________________.

(a) The circumstances and features of the property 
including_____________________________________________ are not unique because they 
exist generally throughout the City.

(b) The circumstances and features of the property relating to the variance request are 
self-created because_____________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________.

(c) The failure to grant relief will result in mere inconvenience or inability to attain higher
economic or financial return based on Petitioners statements that 
__________________________________.

(d) The variance would result in interference with the adjacent and surrounding properties 
by______________________________________.

(e) Granting the variance would be inconsistent with the spirit and intent of the ordinance  
to______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________. 
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Should you have any further questions with regards to the matter please feel free to contact me at 
(248) 347-0417.

Larry Butler
Deputy Director Community Development
City of Novi
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The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) will review the application package and determine if 
the proposed Dimensional Variance meets the required standards for approval. In the 
space below, and on additional paper if necessary, explain how the proposed project 
meets each of the following standards. (Increased costs associated with complying with 
the Zoning Ordinance will not be considered a basis for granting a Dimensional 
Variance.)

Standard #1. Circumstances or Physical Conditions.
Explain the circumstances or physical conditions that apply to the property that do not 
apply generally to other properties in the same zoning district or in the general vicinity. 
Circumstances or physical conditions may include:

a. Shape of Lot. Exceptional narrowness, shallowness or shape of a specific property 
in existence on the effective date of the Zoning Ordinance or amendment.

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

and/or

b. Environmental Conditions. Exceptional topographic or environmental conditions or 
other extraordinary situations on the land, building or structure.

Not Applicable      Applicable If applicable, describe below:

and/or

c. Abutting Property. The use or development of the property immediately adjacent 
to the subject property would prohibit the literal enforcement of the requirements 
of the Zoning Ordinance or would involve significant practical difficulties.

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

REVIEW STANDARDS 
DIMENSIONAL VARIANCE

Community Development Department
45175 Ten Mile Road
Novi, MI 48375
(248) 347-0415 Phone
(248) 735-5600 Facsimile
www.cityofnovi.org

✔

✔

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Due to the existing grading of the site, we have located the detention basin in the most
practical location on the site to avoid more grading and retaining walls. The site could hold more Outdoor Recreation space if
the existing grading were less of an impact on the layout.

✔
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Standard #2. Not Self-Created.
Describe the immediate practical difficulty causing the need for the Dimensional 
Variance, that the need for the requested variance is not the result of actions of the 
property owner or previous property owners (i.e., is not self-created). 

Standard #3. Strict Compliance.
Explain how the Dimensional Variance in strict compliance with regulations governing 
area, setback, frontage, height, bulk, density or other dimensional requirements will 
unreasonably prevent the property owner from using the property for a permitted 
purpose, or will render conformity with those regulations unnecessarily burdensome.  

Standard #4. Minimum Variance Necessary.
Explain how the Dimensional Variance requested is the minimum variance necessary to 
do substantial justice to the applicant as well as to other property owners in the district.

Standard #5. Adverse Impact on Surrounding Area.
Explain how the Dimensional Variance will not cause  an adverse impact on surrounding 
property, property values, or the use and enjoyment of property in the neighborhood or 
zoning district.

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Reducing the Outdoor Recreation space does not adversely affect the neighbors. The children will be
limited to a smaller space on the site and this may be an advantage to the neighbors. The children's play area will not be a hazard to
the neighbors' sites. The amount of children allowed outside at one time is limited to not more than (2) classrooms at one time, one
classroom for each play area. Attached is the Goddard Playground Safety Policy for reference.

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Goddard requires that the play areas are on flat ground and in a safe condition. We have worked with
Goddard to provide the maximum acceptable Outdoor Recreation area based on their standards for safety in the areas where we
have flat ground available on the site. The State (LARA) requirements for Outdoor Recreation area are 1,200 SF. We are providing
16,956 SF total of Outdoor Recreation space. 

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Strict compliance with the Ordinance prevents the school from using the site as the Goddard
standards do not allow a vast open space for the children to play due to safety concerns and site slopes. If the Outdoor Recreation
space met the Ordinance size requirement, the school would be required to provide a secondary fence to create a smaller portion of
play area within the fenced in Outdoor Recreation area to conform to the Goddard school standards.

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Goddard's standards for playground safety and size along with site constraints have limited the
Outdoor Recreation area to keep the children safely away from the detention basin and parking lot areas.
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The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) will review the application package and determine if 
the proposed Dimensional Variance meets the required standards for approval. In the 
space below, and on additional paper if necessary, explain how the proposed project 
meets each of the following standards. (Increased costs associated with complying with 
the Zoning Ordinance will not be considered a basis for granting a Dimensional 
Variance.)

Standard #1. Circumstances or Physical Conditions.
Explain the circumstances or physical conditions that apply to the property that do not 
apply generally to other properties in the same zoning district or in the general vicinity. 
Circumstances or physical conditions may include:

a. Shape of Lot. Exceptional narrowness, shallowness or shape of a specific property 
in existence on the effective date of the Zoning Ordinance or amendment.

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

and/or

b. Environmental Conditions. Exceptional topographic or environmental conditions or 
other extraordinary situations on the land, building or structure.

Not Applicable      Applicable If applicable, describe below:

and/or

c. Abutting Property. The use or development of the property immediately adjacent 
to the subject property would prohibit the literal enforcement of the requirements 
of the Zoning Ordinance or would involve significant practical difficulties.

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

REVIEW STANDARDS 
DIMENSIONAL VARIANCE

Community Development Department
45175 Ten Mile Road
Novi, MI 48375
(248) 347-0415 Phone
(248) 735-5600 Facsimile
www.cityofnovi.org

✔

✔

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Due to the existing grading of the site, we have located the detention basin in the most
practical location on the site to avoid more grading and retaining walls. The site could hold more Outdoor Recreation space if
the existing grading were less of an impact on the layout.

✔
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Standard #2. Not Self-Created.
Describe the immediate practical difficulty causing the need for the Dimensional 
Variance, that the need for the requested variance is not the result of actions of the 
property owner or previous property owners (i.e., is not self-created). 

Standard #3. Strict Compliance.
Explain how the Dimensional Variance in strict compliance with regulations governing 
area, setback, frontage, height, bulk, density or other dimensional requirements will 
unreasonably prevent the property owner from using the property for a permitted 
purpose, or will render conformity with those regulations unnecessarily burdensome.  

Standard #4. Minimum Variance Necessary.
Explain how the Dimensional Variance requested is the minimum variance necessary to 
do substantial justice to the applicant as well as to other property owners in the district.

Standard #5. Adverse Impact on Surrounding Area.
Explain how the Dimensional Variance will not cause  an adverse impact on surrounding 
property, property values, or the use and enjoyment of property in the neighborhood or 
zoning district.

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Reducing the Outdoor Recreation space does not adversely affect the neighbors. The children will be
limited to a smaller space on the site and this may be an advantage to the neighbors. The children's play area will not be a hazard to
the neighbors' sites. The amount of children allowed outside at one time is limited to not more than (2) classrooms at one time, one
classroom for each play area. Attached is the Goddard Playground Safety Policy for reference.

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Goddard requires that the play areas are on flat ground and in a safe condition. We have worked with
Goddard to provide the maximum acceptable Outdoor Recreation area based on their standards for safety in the areas where we
have flat ground available on the site. The State (LARA) requirements for Outdoor Recreation area are 1,200 SF. We are providing
16,956 SF total of Outdoor Recreation space.

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Strict compliance with the Ordinance prevents the school from using the site as the Goddard
standards do not allow a vast open space for the children to play due to safety concerns and site slopes. If the Outdoor Recreation
space met the Ordinance size requirement, the school would be required to provide a secondary fence to create a smaller portion of
play area within the fenced in Outdoor Recreation area to conform to the Goddard school standards.

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Goddard's standards for playground safety and size along with site constraints have limited the
Outdoor Recreation area to keep the children safely away from the detention basin and parking lot areas.
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The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) will review the application package and determine if 
the proposed Dimensional Variance meets the required standards for approval. In the 
space below, and on additional paper if necessary, explain how the proposed project 
meets each of the following standards. (Increased costs associated with complying with 
the Zoning Ordinance will not be considered a basis for granting a Dimensional 
Variance.)

Standard #1. Circumstances or Physical Conditions.
Explain the circumstances or physical conditions that apply to the property that do not 
apply generally to other properties in the same zoning district or in the general vicinity. 
Circumstances or physical conditions may include:

a. Shape of Lot. Exceptional narrowness, shallowness or shape of a specific property 
in existence on the effective date of the Zoning Ordinance or amendment.

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

and/or

b. Environmental Conditions. Exceptional topographic or environmental conditions or 
other extraordinary situations on the land, building or structure.

Not Applicable      Applicable If applicable, describe below:

and/or

c. Abutting Property. The use or development of the property immediately adjacent 
to the subject property would prohibit the literal enforcement of the requirements 
of the Zoning Ordinance or would involve significant practical difficulties.

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

REVIEW STANDARDS 
DIMENSIONAL VARIANCE

Community Development Department
45175 Ten Mile Road
Novi, MI 48375
(248) 347-0415 Phone
(248) 735-5600 Facsimile
www.cityofnovi.org

✔

✔

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Due to the existing grading of the site, we have located the detention basin in the most
practical location on the site to avoid more grading and retaining walls. The site could hold more Outdoor Recreation space if
the existing grading were less of an impact on the layout.

✔
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Standard #2. Not Self-Created.
Describe the immediate practical difficulty causing the need for the Dimensional 
Variance, that the need for the requested variance is not the result of actions of the 
property owner or previous property owners (i.e., is not self-created). 

Standard #3. Strict Compliance.
Explain how the Dimensional Variance in strict compliance with regulations governing 
area, setback, frontage, height, bulk, density or other dimensional requirements will 
unreasonably prevent the property owner from using the property for a permitted 
purpose, or will render conformity with those regulations unnecessarily burdensome.  

Standard #4. Minimum Variance Necessary.
Explain how the Dimensional Variance requested is the minimum variance necessary to 
do substantial justice to the applicant as well as to other property owners in the district.

Standard #5. Adverse Impact on Surrounding Area.
Explain how the Dimensional Variance will not cause  an adverse impact on surrounding 
property, property values, or the use and enjoyment of property in the neighborhood or 
zoning district.

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Reducing the Outdoor Recreation space does not adversely affect the neighbors. The children will be
limited to a smaller space on the site and this may be an advantage to the neighbors. The children's play area will not be a hazard to
the neighbors' sites. The amount of children allowed outside at one time is limited to not more than (2) classrooms at one time, one
classroom for each play area. Attached is the Goddard Playground Safety Policy for reference.

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Goddard requires that the play areas are on flat ground and in a safe condition. We have worked with
Goddard to provide the maximum acceptable Outdoor Recreation area based on their standards for safety in the areas where we
have flat ground available on the site. The State (LARA) requirements for Outdoor Recreation area are 1,200 SF. We are providing
16,956 SF total of Outdoor Recreation space.

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Strict compliance with the Ordinance prevents the school from using the site as the Goddard
standards do not allow a vast open space for the children to play due to safety concerns and site slopes. If the Outdoor Recreation
space met the Ordinance size requirement, the school would be required to provide a secondary fence to create a smaller portion of
play area within the fenced in Outdoor Recreation area to conform to the Goddard school standards.

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Goddard's standards for playground safety and size along with site constraints have limited the
Outdoor Recreation area to keep the children safely away from the detention basin and parking lot areas.
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The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) will review the application package and determine if 
the proposed Dimensional Variance meets the required standards for approval. In the 
space below, and on additional paper if necessary, explain how the proposed project 
meets each of the following standards. (Increased costs associated with complying with 
the Zoning Ordinance will not be considered a basis for granting a Dimensional 
Variance.)

Standard #1. Circumstances or Physical Conditions.
Explain the circumstances or physical conditions that apply to the property that do not 
apply generally to other properties in the same zoning district or in the general vicinity. 
Circumstances or physical conditions may include:

a. Shape of Lot. Exceptional narrowness, shallowness or shape of a specific property 
in existence on the effective date of the Zoning Ordinance or amendment.

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

and/or

b. Environmental Conditions. Exceptional topographic or environmental conditions or 
other extraordinary situations on the land, building or structure.

Not Applicable      Applicable If applicable, describe below:

and/or

c. Abutting Property. The use or development of the property immediately adjacent 
to the subject property would prohibit the literal enforcement of the requirements 
of the Zoning Ordinance or would involve significant practical difficulties.

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

REVIEW STANDARDS 
DIMENSIONAL VARIANCE

Community Development Department
45175 Ten Mile Road
Novi, MI 48375
(248) 347-0415 Phone
(248) 735-5600 Facsimile
www.cityofnovi.org

✔

✔

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Due to the existing grading of the site, we have located the detention basin in the most
practical location on the site to avoid more grading and retaining walls. The site could hold more Outdoor Recreation space if
the existing grading were less of an impact on the layout.

✔
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Standard #2. Not Self-Created.
Describe the immediate practical difficulty causing the need for the Dimensional 
Variance, that the need for the requested variance is not the result of actions of the 
property owner or previous property owners (i.e., is not self-created). 

Standard #3. Strict Compliance.
Explain how the Dimensional Variance in strict compliance with regulations governing 
area, setback, frontage, height, bulk, density or other dimensional requirements will 
unreasonably prevent the property owner from using the property for a permitted 
purpose, or will render conformity with those regulations unnecessarily burdensome.  

Standard #4. Minimum Variance Necessary.
Explain how the Dimensional Variance requested is the minimum variance necessary to 
do substantial justice to the applicant as well as to other property owners in the district.

Standard #5. Adverse Impact on Surrounding Area.
Explain how the Dimensional Variance will not cause  an adverse impact on surrounding 
property, property values, or the use and enjoyment of property in the neighborhood or 
zoning district.

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Reducing the Outdoor Recreation space does not adversely affect the neighbors. The children will be
limited to a smaller space on the site and this may be an advantage to the neighbors. The children's play area will not be a hazard to
the neighbors' sites. The amount of children allowed outside at one time is limited to not more than (2) classrooms at one time, one
classroom for each play area. Attached is the Goddard Playground Safety Policy for reference.

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Goddard requires that the play areas are on flat ground and in a safe condition. We have worked with
Goddard to provide the maximum acceptable Outdoor Recreation area based on their standards for safety in the areas where we
have flat ground available on the site. The State (LARA) requirements for Outdoor Recreation area are 1,200 SF. We are providing
16,956 SF total of Outdoor Recreation space.

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Strict compliance with the Ordinance prevents the school from using the site as the Goddard
standards do not allow a vast open space for the children to play due to safety concerns and site slopes. If the Outdoor Recreation
space met the Ordinance size requirement, the school would be required to provide a secondary fence to create a smaller portion of
play area within the fenced in Outdoor Recreation area to conform to the Goddard school standards.

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Goddard's standards for playground safety and size along with site constraints have limited the
Outdoor Recreation area to keep the children safely away from the detention basin and parking lot areas.
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The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) will review the application package and determine if 
the proposed Sign Variance meets the required standards for approval. In the space 
below, and on additional paper if necessary, explain how the proposed project meets 
each of the following standards. (Increased costs associated with complying with the 
Zoning Ordinance will not be considered a basis for granting a Sign Variance.)

Standard #1. Extraordinary Circumstances or Conditions.
Explain how the circumstances or physical conditions applying to the property that do 
not apply generally to other properties in the same Zone District or in the general vicinity. 
Circumstances or physical conditions may include:

a. Shape of Lot. A sign could not be placed in the location required by the Zoning 
Ordinance due to the shape, topography or other physical conditions of the lot or 
due to the location of an existing structure.

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

and/or

b. Environmental Conditions. A sign could not be placed in the location required by 
the Zoning Ordinance without removing or severely altering natural features, such 
as trees, topography, drainage courses or encroaching upon stormwater facilities.

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

and/or

c. Abutting Property. A sign could not be reasonably seen by passing motorists due to 
the configuration of existing buildings, trees, signs or other obstructions on an 
abutting property.

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

REVIEW STANDARDS 
SIGN VARIANCE

Community Development Department
45175 Ten Mile Road
Novi, MI 48375
(248) 347-0415 Phone
(248) 735-5600 Facsimile
www.cityofnovi.org

✔

✔

Ground Sign Variance-
The site has frontage on (2) roads, Grand River Ave. and 12 Mile Rd. We would like to have a ground sign at both driveway
entrances.
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d. Scale of Building or Lot Frontage. A sign that exceeds permitted dimensions for 
area and/or height could be considered appropriate in scale due to the length of 
the building frontage (wall sign only) or length of the lot frontage (ground sign 
only).

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

e. Not Self-Created. Describe the immediate practical difficulty causing the need for 
the Variance was not created by the applicant or any person having an interest in 
the sign, sign structure, or property.

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

Standard #2. Limit Use of Property.
Explain how the failure to grant relief will unreasonably prevent or limit the use of the 
property and will result in substantially more than mere inconvenience or inability to 
attain a higher economic or financial return.  

Standard #3. Adverse Impact on Surrounding Area.
Explain how the Sign Variance will not result in a use or structure that is incompatible with
or unreasonably interferes with adjacent or surrounding properties, will result in substantial
justice being done to both the applicant and adjacent or surrounding properties, and is
not inconsistent with the spirit and intent of this chapter.
Outdoor Recreation Variance - Reducing the Outdoor Recreation space does not adversely affect the neighbors. The children will be
limited to a smaller space on the site and this may be an advantage to the neighbors. The children's play area will not be a hazard to
the neighbors' sites. The amount of children allowed outside at one time is limited to not more than (2) classrooms at one time, one
classroom for each play area. Attached is the Goddard Playground Safety Policy for reference.

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Goddard requires that the play areas are on flat ground and in a safe condition. We have worked with
Goddard to provide the maximum acceptable Outdoor Recreation area based on their standards for safety in the areas where we
have flat ground available on the site. The State (LARA) requirements for Outdoor Recreation area are 1,200 SF. We are providing
16,956 SF total of Outdoor Recreation space.

✔
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The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) will review the application package and determine if 
the proposed Sign Variance meets the required standards for approval. In the space 
below, and on additional paper if necessary, explain how the proposed project meets 
each of the following standards. (Increased costs associated with complying with the 
Zoning Ordinance will not be considered a basis for granting a Sign Variance.)

Standard #1. Extraordinary Circumstances or Conditions.
Explain how the circumstances or physical conditions applying to the property that do 
not apply generally to other properties in the same Zone District or in the general vicinity. 
Circumstances or physical conditions may include:

a. Shape of Lot. A sign could not be placed in the location required by the Zoning 
Ordinance due to the shape, topography or other physical conditions of the lot or 
due to the location of an existing structure.

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

and/or

b. Environmental Conditions. A sign could not be placed in the location required by 
the Zoning Ordinance without removing or severely altering natural features, such 
as trees, topography, drainage courses or encroaching upon stormwater facilities.

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

and/or

c. Abutting Property. A sign could not be reasonably seen by passing motorists due to 
the configuration of existing buildings, trees, signs or other obstructions on an 
abutting property.

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

REVIEW STANDARDS 
SIGN VARIANCE

Community Development Department
45175 Ten Mile Road
Novi, MI 48375
(248) 347-0415 Phone
(248) 735-5600 Facsimile
www.cityofnovi.org

✔

✔

Ground Sign Variance-
The site has frontage on (2) roads, Grand River Ave. and 12 Mile Rd. We would like to have a ground sign at both driveway
entrances.
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d. Scale of Building or Lot Frontage. A sign that exceeds permitted dimensions for 
area and/or height could be considered appropriate in scale due to the length of 
the building frontage (wall sign only) or length of the lot frontage (ground sign 
only).

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

e. Not Self-Created. Describe the immediate practical difficulty causing the need for 
the Variance was not created by the applicant or any person having an interest in 
the sign, sign structure, or property.

Not Applicable       Applicable If applicable, describe below:

Standard #2. Limit Use of Property.
Explain how the failure to grant relief will unreasonably prevent or limit the use of the 
property and will result in substantially more than mere inconvenience or inability to 
attain a higher economic or financial return.  

Standard #3. Adverse Impact on Surrounding Area.
Explain how the Sign Variance will not result in a use or structure that is incompatible with
or unreasonably interferes with adjacent or surrounding properties, will result in substantial
justice being done to both the applicant and adjacent or surrounding properties, and is
not inconsistent with the spirit and intent of this chapter.
Outdoor Recreation Variance - Reducing the Outdoor Recreation space does not adversely affect the neighbors. The children will be
limited to a smaller space on the site and this may be an advantage to the neighbors. The children's play area will not be a hazard to
the neighbors' sites. The amount of children allowed outside at one time is limited to not more than (2) classrooms at one time, one
classroom for each play area. Attached is the Goddard Playground Safety Policy for reference.

Outdoor Recreation Variance - Goddard requires that the play areas are on flat ground and in a safe condition. We have worked with
Goddard to provide the maximum acceptable Outdoor Recreation area based on their standards for safety in the areas where we
have flat ground available on the site. The State (LARA) requirements for Outdoor Recreation area are 1,200 SF. We are providing
16,956 SF total of Outdoor Recreation space.

✔
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