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TO: Brian Coburn, Senior Civil Engineer. City of Novi, Michigan
From: Lakes Area Homeowners Association  (LAHA)
» 2-27-2015
Subject: Modify goose nest destruction resclution to include muted swan nests.

The Lakes Area homeowners Association is requesting the current resolution to permit
goose nest destruction be modified to include nest egg destruction of muted swans. Muted swans are
invasive species to Michigan and create more E. coli bacteria than geese, removing the nests will also
help reduce the number of aggressive swans. Over time with the reduction of muted swans we may be
able to reintroduce native trumpeter swans. We ask that travel across public land to complete the
search be granted. The state has a federal grant to help with this effort. LAHA will incur all costs not
covered by the federal government.

Thank you

lerry Anderson

President

Lakes Area Homeowners Association LAHA

LAHA represents homeowners with deeded access to Walled and Shawood Lake



CITY OF NOVI
COUNTY OF OAKLAND, MICHIGAN
RESOLUTION REGARDING ASSISTANCE FROM

THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
IN THE REMOVAL OF MUTE SWANS

Minutes of a Meeting of the City Council of the City of Novi, County of Oakland,
Michigan, held in the City Hall of said City on , , at o'clock P.M.

Prevailing Eastern Time.

PRESENT: Councilmembers

ABSENT: Councilmembers

The following preamble and Resolution were offered by Councilmember

and supported by Councilmember

WHEREAS ; the City Council of the City of Novi approved a Resolution Regarding
Assistance from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources in the Removal of
Nuisance Geese on December 8, 2014 at the request of the Lakes Area Homeowners
Association; and,

WHEREAS ; the Michigan Department of Natural Resources has determined that
Mute Swans are a problem because they pose a threat fo humans, endanger native
wildlife and destroy welland habitat; and,

WHEREAS ; the Michigan Department of Natural Resources has set a goal to
drastically reduce the mute swan population over the next 20 years and will permit the
destruction of nest and eggs to help slow the rate of population growth; and,

WHEREAS ; the Lakes Area Homeowners Association has requested a resolution to
include the nest egg destruction of Mute Swans to facilitate participation by the
Association in the Michigan Department of Natural Resources program to decrease the
Mute Swan population; and,

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Mayor and Novi City Council
formally request the assistance of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources on
behalf of a request made by the Lakes Area Homeowners Association as long as they
abide by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources regulations in the



implementation of mute swan nest and egg destruction programs at the appropriate
time in a five (5) year period and, addifionally, to advise the Department that there
shall be no cost to the City of Novi.

AYES:

NAYS:

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Maryanne Cornelius, City Clerk

CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted
by the City Council of the City of Novi, County of Oakland, and State of Michigan, at a
regular meeting held this ____ day of . 2015, and that public nofice of said
meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with Act No. 267, Public Acts of
Michigan, 1976, and that the minutes of said meeting have been kept and made

available to the public as required by said Act.

Maryanne Cornelius, City Clerk
City of Novi












212712015 DNR - Frequently Asked Questions About Mute Swans

originated from one pair introduced in Charlevoix
County in 1919.

Are mute swans in Michigan year-round?

Yes. Most mute swans in Michigan do not migrate very
far. They will stay in an area over winter as long as
there is open water and a food source.

How many mute swans are there in Michigan and how fast is
the population growing?

In 2010, the DNR estimated that there were
approximately 15,5600 mute swans in Michigan. That
number had increased from about 5,700 in 2000, The
DNR estimates that the mute swan population increases
about 9-10 percent each year.

Mute swan populations have the potential to increase
rapidly if unchecked. Mute swans are relatively long-
lived, contributing to their population growth. One study
estimated the annual survival rate of young mute swans
in Michigan ranged from 84-88 percent a year. From
ages 4-8 years, annual survival increased to 93-98
percent per year. At age five, annual survival averaged
98 percent. Although essentially non-migratory, survival
rates remain high through winter because the swans
move to warm water discharges and rivers. Mute swans
can live up fo 19 years in the wild, and breeding adults
raise about five cygnets each year.

Michigan now has one of the highest, if not the highest,
populations of mute swans in North America.

How does the DNR know how many mute swans there are?

The mute swan population in Michigan is tracked twice
yearly by the DNR. First, during a mid-winter waterfow!
count conducted in early January, then by the Michigan
Spring Breeding Waterfow! Survey conducted each
April-May. Mute swan population estimates are derived
each year using data from the Spring Breeding
Waterfowl Survey. This is an established aerial survey
that the DNR has participated in since 1991. Flights are
conducted at low elevation, slow speeds and follow the
same transect routes each year. The survey
methodology used is scientifically sound and proven
and used by other states and Canadian provinces.

Why are mute swans a problem?

Mute swans are a problem for three primary reasons:
they pose a threat to humans, endanger native wildlife
and destroy wetland habitat. As the mute swan
population continues to grow in Michigan, the damage
and conflicts they create have long-term effects.

Po mute swans attack humans?

hitp:/iwww.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-10370_12145_59132_59333-263394--,00.htm| » 2/18



212712015 DNR - Frequently Asked Questions About Mute Swans

Yes. Mute swans are large, conspicuous birds and have
little fear of humans. They are easily observed by the
public and offer a chance for people to come in close
contact with wildlife. Each year, the DNR gets reports of
mute swan altacks on people in watercraft and on
shore. These situations all pose potentially dangerous
results, and as the mute swan population grows, so do
the conflicts.

Mute swans begin nesting in the early spring. Nesting
mute swans can be very aggressive to humans who
come too close to their territory. Mute swans will attack
humans, especially small children, who get foo close to
their nest or young. Canoeists, kayakers and those
operating personal watercraft have also been attacked
when too close to mute swan territories. Mute swans
are aggressive and may pose a danger to humans and
can in certain situations effect human use of property
when humans are excluded from nesting areas by
swans defending their territories.

How do mute swans endanger native wildlife species?

Mute swans are one of the world's most aggressive
waterfowl species, especially during nesting and brood-
rearing. Mute swans exhibit aggression toward other
waterfowl! and can displace native waterfowl from their
nesting and feeding areas by attacking, injuring and
even killing other birds.

In Michigan, of particular concern are native breeding
waterfowl and water birds such as trumpeter swans
(state threatened), Canada geese, ducks, common
loons (state threatened) and black terns (state special
concern).

Mute swans feed primarily on water plants. By feeding
heavily on this food source, mute swans reduce the
availability of these plants fo native wildlife, and may
ultimately reduce the carrying capacity of wetlands for
native wildlife species including birds, mammals,
amphibians and fish.

Wildlife biologists have concern over the declining
numbers of native duck species such as canvasbacks
and scaup. These diving ducks feed on particular
aquatic plants and are negatively impacted when mute
swans reduce or eliminate this food source.

Why is the native trumpeter swan importanit?

The trumpeter swan is native to Michigan, and is on our
state’'s threatened species list. It has been on the road
fo recovery, however, the increasing presence of the
invasive mute swan is threatening the breeding success
of this nafive bird. To ensure the protection of the
frumpelter swan, the mute swan population must be
drastically reduced.

hitp:/Avww.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-10370_12145_59132_59333-263394--,00.htm!

3/8









2/27/2015

DNR - Frequently Asked Questions About Mute Swans

very effective or efficient in reducing populations.

The DNR and permittees have been destroying mute
swan nests and eggs, and this has slowed the rate of
population growth. The destruction of mute swan nests
and eggs will continue and may be the optimal choice
for some sites because of social considerations.
However, nest and egg destruction alone will not lead to
a significant reduction in mute swah numbers.

Why can't the DNR relocate mute swans, both in and outside of
Michigan?

The Michigan DNR has a goal to drastically reduce the
mute swan population in the next 20 years in order fo
protect native wildlife species and wetland habitats, as
well as minimize dangerous conflicts with humans.
Capture and relocation of mute swans would not only
fail to solve the immediate problem, but may actually
compound it. All of the feral populations of mute swans
in North America originated from either the infentional
release or accidental escape of mute swans in captivity.
Given this history, it would be irresponsible to relocate
mute swans to areas where they are not currently
present. Likewise, it would not be responsible for the
DNR fto atfempt to solve our mute swan problem by
relocating them to other states, either increasing
existing populations or expanding the current range of
the mute swan, which is already far too large.

What is the Miute Swan Forum?

In 2010, the DNR formed a Mute Swan Forum to
discuss mute swan management activities in Michigan.
The forum included a diverse group of organizations
and agencies such as Ducks Unlimited, Michigan
Audubon Society, Friends of the Detrit River, Kellogg
Biological Station of Michigan State University, Rouge
River Bird Observatory of the University of Michigan,
Michigan Lake and Stream Association, Michigan
Humane Society and the Detroit Zoological Society. The
Mute Swan Forum agreed that increased actions
needed o be taken to address the exponential growth
of the mute swan population to profect the natural
resources of this stafe.

What will happen if we don't do anything about mute swans?

Mute swans have a tremendous reproductive capacity
and few natural predators. Without swift action, the DNR
predicts that mute swan numbers could reach over
24,000 in just five years (by 2015). If this happenead,
Michigan's native wildlife and wetlands would suffer,
and there would be unacceptable levels of conflicts with
people.

Aren't mute swans legally protected under federal law?

http:/www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570, 7-153-10370_12145_59132_59333-263394--,00.html
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