
CITY of NOVI CITY COUNCIL 
 

                                              Agenda Item 9 

July 8, 2019 
 

 

 

 

SUBJECT:  Approval of Resolution to utilize Public Act 51 Funding for the Safe Routes to School 

Program to construct sidewalks, crosswalks and pedestrian signals. 

 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  Department of Public Works, Engineering Division 

 

CITY MANAGER APPROVAL:   

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:   

 

Over the past year, the City has been collaborating with the Novi Community School 

District (NCSD) and City Engineering Consultant OHM Advisors to solicit funding from the 

Michigan Safe Routes to School (SRTS) grant program.  SRTS is a federally funded program 

designed to encourage and enable children in grades K-8 to walk and bicycle to school, 

including those children with disabilities. 

 

City staff identified seven (7) school campuses in the NCSD as the candidates for funding: 

Deerfield Elementary, Parkview Elementary, Novi Woods Elementary, Novi Meadows 

Elementary, Orchard Hills Elementary, Village Oaks Elementary and Novi Middle School.  

Each school completed a parent and student survey about the current challenges of 

walking to school. Following the surveys, a multi-agency, district-wide walking audit was 

completed, public meetings were held, and a presentation was given to City Council at 

their regular meeting on April 15, 2019.  At City Council’s Regular Meeting held on June 3, 

2019, three scopes of work were presented.  Council Members voted and unanimously 

approved scope of work Option #2 which has the most impact in neighborhoods but 

maximized grant dollars. 

 

As part of the SRTS application process, once a final plan of action is accepted and 

approved by the municipality, the final plan of action cannot be altered.  Given this is a 

federally funded program administered by MDOT, the City (ACT 51 Agency) is required to 

adopt a resolution for the utilization funding in the amount of $1,400,000 (total possible 

funding) to construct sidewalks, crosswalks, and pedestrian signals.  The City will also be 

responsible for any construction costs above the grant total of $1,400,000. A separate cost 

participation agreement with the NCSD will be required if the City is awarded the grant. 

 

The City Attorney has reviewed the resolution and sees no legal impediment (Beth 

Saarela, June 24, 2019).   

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approval of Resolution to utilize Public Act 51 Funding for the Safe 

Routes to School Program to construct sidewalks, crosswalks and pedestrian signals. 
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 June 26, 2019 
 
Jeffrey Herczeg, Director of Public Works 
City of Novi 
Field Services Complex 
26300 Lee BeGole Drive 
Novi, MI  48375 
 

Re: Revised Memorandum of Understanding – Safe Routes to School Program  
 

Dear Mr. Herczeg: 
 
On January 28, 2019, City Council approved a Memorandum of Understanding for the Safe Routes to 
School Program (SRTS) between the City and the Novi Community School District.  The Memorandum 
of Understanding is for the purpose of memorializing the City and School District’s agreement to 
cooperate in the participation of the SRTS Program, which is a federally-funded program administered 
by MDOT to provide grants to construct or improve routes to school to make walking and bicycling 
to school safer. The Memorandum was provided for the purpose of apportioning costs for participating 
in the SRTS Program between the City and the Novi Community School District.  
 
MDOT has requested that the City provide a Resolution to Adopt and Utilize Public Act 51 Funding 
for Safe Routes to School.  The purpose of the Resolution is to: (1) authorize a specific employee, 
official, or agent to, request SRTS funding, act as the applicant road agency’s agent during project 
development, and sign a project agreement upon receipt of a funding award; (2) attest to existence 
of, and commit to, the funds necessary to carry out the project (engineering for design and 
construction, permit fees, administration costs, etc.); and (3) commit to owning, operating and 
funding/implementing a maintenance plan/program over the design life of the facility constructed 
with SRTS funding.  The enclosed Resolution is satisfactory for this purpose.  

 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns in regard to this matter. 

 
EKS 
Enclosure 
C: Cortney Hanson, Clerk (w/Enclosure) 
 George Melistas, Senior Engineering Manager (w/Enclosure) 
 Megan Mikus, Public Works Budget Analyst (w/Enclosure) 
 Thomas R. Schultz, Esquire (w/Enclosure) 



CITY OF NOVI 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND, MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT AND UTILIZE PUBLIC ACT 51 FUNDING FOR SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL 

Minutes of a Meeting of the City Council of the City of Novi, County of Oakland, Michigan, held 
in the City Hall of said City on   , at   o'clock P.M. Prevailing Eastern Time. 

PRESENT:  Councilmembers_ _ 

ABSENT:  Councilmembers_ _ 

The following preamble and Resolution were offered by Councilmember ___________________ 

and supported by Councilmember                                       . 

WHEREAS, the Safe Routes to School program (SRTS) is a federally funded program administered 
by the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT); and 

WHEREAS, the City of Novi for Oakland County, Michigan and the Novi Community School District 
have applied for SRTS funding. If awarded SRTS funds, the City will construct certain 
infrastructure projects throughout the City, including sidewalks, crosswalks and the installation 
of pedestrian signals to enable and encourage children to bicycle and walk safely to and from 
school; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Novi for Oakland County, Michigan will work with the Novi Community 
School District to complete the project and designates Jeffrey Herczeg, Public Works Director, to 
act as agent on its behalf; and 

WHEREAS, the maximum awarded SRTS grant amount is $1,400,000 with no required local 
match; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Novi agrees that administrative, coordination, permit fees, preliminary 
engineering, right-of-way acquisition and construction engineering services related to the 
implementation of the SRTS project will be paid pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding 
between the City of Novi and the Novi Community School District, dated February 27, 2019, 
attached and incorporated as Exhibit A; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Novi and Novi Community School District commit to owning, operating and 
implementing a maintenance program over the design life of the facilities constructed with SRTS 
funding; and 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Novi for Oakland County, Michigan and the 
Novi Community School District will utilize SRTS funds to construct sidewalks, crosswalks and 
pedestrian signals upon approval of staff. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this resolution is made a part of the minutes of the City of Novi 

meeting on ___________________, 2019. 

AYES:  

NAYES: 

ABSTENTIONS:

Resolution declared adopted.  

STATE OF MICHIGAN  ) 
) ss. 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Novi at the regular meeting held on  , 
2019. 

CORTNEY HANSON, CITY CLERK 









Deerfield Proposed Engineering E's

Proposed Infrastructure 
Improvements 

Deerfield Elementary Assumed
Walking Boundary

Deerfield Elementary School

ASSUMED Walking Boundary

Potential pedestrian crossing

Large crack in sidewalk

Concerns and Potential
Improvements

Long wait for Wixom Rd.
pedestrian crosswalk

Non-ADA Compliant
crosswalks and ramps

Non-ADA compliant crosswalk

Boardwalk sagging out of level
and broken railing

Unsafe crosswalk

kklieber
Callout
(1) Install ADA compliant ramp and cross walk pavement markings

kklieber
Rectangle

kklieber
Text Box
(1) Install ADA compliant ramp and cross walk pavement markings



Novi Middle School Proposed Engineering E's

Proposed Infrastructure 
Improvements 

Novi Middle School Assumed
Walking Boundary

Novi Middle School

ASSUMED Walking Boundary

Large crack in sidewalk

Concerns and Potential
Improvements

Long wait for Wixom Rd.
pedestrian crosswalk

Non-ADA Compliant
crosswalks and ramps

Non-ADA compliant crosswalk

Boardwalk sagging out of level
and broken railing

Unsafe crosswalk

Potential pedestrian crossing

kklieber
Callout
(1) Install ADA compliant pathway by R&R to eliminate unsafe existing slope and connect to West side of Wixom (requires reconfiguration due to existing tree)

kklieber
Text Box
(Informational Note)City of Novi will be installing an RRFB crossing for the ITC Pathway just East of the Middle School in Summer of 2019

kklieber
Text Box
(1) Install ADA compliant pathway by R&R to eliminate unsafe existing slope and connect to West side of Wixom (requires reconfiguration due to existing tree)

kklieber
Rectangle
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kklieber
Callout
(1) Install an RRFB crossing with associated crosswalk pavement markings

kklieber
Callout
(2) Remove and replace existing narrow portion of sidewalk in front of home number 46275 11 Mile Road

kklieber
Callout
(3) Remove and replace existing sidewalk ramps, at 11 Mile and Arcadia Drive, and replace with ADA compliant ramps.

kklieber
Callout
(4) Remove and replace existing damaged pavement and widen the paved area for the turn south into the school (for increased visibility and more turning room for users with bicycles and wheelchairs)

kklieber
Rectangle

kklieber
Text Box
(1) Install an RRFB crossing with associated crosswalk pavement markings(2) Remove and replace existing narrow portion of sidewalk in front of home number 46275 11 Mile Road(3) Remove and replace existing sidewalk ramps, at 11 Mile and Arcadia Drive, and replace with ADA compliant ramps.(4) Remove and replace existing damaged pavement and widen the paved area for the turn south into the school (for increased visibility and more turning room for users with bicycles and wheelchairs)



Novi Meadows Proposed Engineering E's

Proposed Infrastructure 
Improvements 

School Location

Novi Meadows School

Novi Meadows Walking
Boundary 

Concerns and Potential
Improvements

No ramp here (Priority #1)

Ramp Work Needed 

Sidewalk Installation (Priority
#2)

Potential crosswalk

Potential crosswalk

Traffic Control Needed

Narrow sidewalk

Water Stop Box Raised @
45882 Cider Mill Rd

Other School Walking Boundaries

Novi Woods Walking Boundary

Parkview Walking Boundary

kklieber
Callout
(1) Install ADA compliant ramp and cross walk pavement markings

kklieber
Callout
(2) Install ADA Ramps and cross walk at dead-end of street

kklieber
Rectangle

kklieber
Text Box
(1) Install ADA compliant ramp and cross walk pavement markings(2) Install ADA Ramps and cross walk at dead-end of street



Novi Woods Proposed Engineering E's

Proposed Infrastructure 
Improvements 

Novi Woods Walking Boundary

Novi Woods Elementary
School

Novi Woods Walking Boundary

Concerns and Potential
Improvements

Path 2

Traffic Control Needed

New and additional bike racks

No ramp here

Proposed Entrance Pathway

kklieber
Text Box
(1) Install ADA compliant 10' wide pathway from existing pedestrian facilities along Taft Road to Novi Woods Elementary School

kklieber
Rectangle

kklieber
Callout
(1) Install ADA compliant 10' wide pathway



Orchard Hills Proposed Engineering E's

Proposed Infrastructure 
Improvements

Orchard Hills Walking Boundary

Orchard Hills Elementary
School

Walking Boundary

Concerns and Potential
Improvements

Pathway Connection Needed -
Priority #1

Potential Sidewalk - Priority #2

Existing Pathway *

No crosswalk ramp

Questionably steep slope
along Meadowbrook

Obstructed Stop Sign

Proposed Lighting 

Steep pathway

Proposed Lighting

Potential Sidewalk - Priority #3

plow in the winter

kklieber
Rectangle

kklieber
Callout
(1) Install ADA compliant pathway connecting an existing pathway to the school property (as students are currently walking across the grass) 

kklieber
Callout
(2) Remove existing curb and install ADA compliant ramp on south end of the crosswalk, located on school property

kklieber
Callout
(3) Install 5-ft sidewalks and ADA crossings along both sides of the road along;1. Tamara Street (School to Borchart Drive)2. Borchart Drive (Existing pathway to Meadowbrook Road)

kklieber
Text Box
(1) Install ADA compliant pathway connecting an existing pathway to the school property (as students are currently walking across the grass) (2) Remove existing curb and install ADA compliant ramp on south end of the crosswalk, located on school property(3) Install 5-ft sidewalks and ADA crossings along both sides of the road along;1. Tamara Street (School to Borchart Drive)2. Borchart Drive (Existing pathway to Meadowbrook Road)

kklieber
Image



Village Oaks Elementary Proposed Engineering
E's

Proposed Infrastructure 
Improvements 

Village Oaks Walking Boundary

Village Oaks Elementary
School

Walking Boundary

Open Ditches 

Concerns and Potential
Improvements

Sidewalk Continuation -
Priority #1

Pathway - Priority #2

No Ramp - Priority #1

Replacement bike rack

Crossing Guard

Widen sidewalk (?) - Priority #2

kklieber
Callout
(1) Install ADA crossings and 5-ft sidewalks on both sides (unless noted) of the roadway along the highlighted red portions on map:1. Willowbrook Drive from Guliford to Cranbrooke Drive2. Village Wood Road from Willowbrook Drive to Cranbrooke Drive

kklieber
Callout
(2) Reconfigure crossings due to missing ADA ramp in the south west quadrant of this intersection (Guilford & Willowbrook) as an existing crosswalk dead-ends to grass

kklieber
Rectangle

kklieber
Text Box
(1) Install ADA crossings and 5-ft sidewalks on both sides (unless noted) of the roadway along the highlighted red portions on map:1. Willowbrook Drive from Guliford to Cranbrooke Drive2. Village Wood Road from Willowbrook Drive to Cranbrooke Drive(2) Reconfigure crossings due to missing ADA ramp in the south west quadrant of this intersection (Guilford & Willowbrook) as an existing crosswalk dead-ends to grass
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