
CONNECTING OAKLAND COUNTY THROUGH LOCAL TRANSIT SOLUTIONS 
On Nov. 8, 2022, voters will be asked to consider a 10-year, .95 mill measure to 
maintain and expand public transit services, connecting people and communities 
across Oakland County.

   WHAT IS OAKLAND TRANSIT?

 h The Oakland Transit millage will expand and 
maintain existing public transit services, including 
transportation provided by the SMART bus system, 
Western Oakland Transportation Authority, North 
Oakland Transportation Authority  and Older 
Persons Commission in the Rochester area.

 h The millage funds new service to key areas, 
including major employment centers, healthcare 
campuses and local colleges and universities.

 h The millage will expand reservation-based  
service – flexible transportation for seniors,  
people with disabilities, and veterans who need  
to make essential trips, such as doctor’s 
appointments and grocery shopping.

 h The millage will expand app-based service –  
on-demand transportation open to the general 
public, using small vehicles.

 h Funds from the millage will support transit 
services that specifically benefit Oakland  
County residents and businesses.

 h Local service details will be developed 
collaboratively with members of the public, 
community organizations, transit providers,  
local governments and county leadership.

SERVING OAKLAND COUNTY 
The Oakland Transit millage will connect residents  
to jobs, medical care, schools, shopping, and  
other essential destinations.

Millage funds will be distributed to local transit 
providers in Oakland County to continue  
existing services and expand transportation  
options, including:

• SMART

• North Oakland Transportation Authority (NOTA)

• Western Oakland Transportation Authority (WOTA)

• Older Persons Commission (OPC) in the  
Rochester area

Learn more at OakGov.com/OaklandTransit

VOTE NOV. 8

The Oakland Transit millage will appear on all Oakland County 
ballots on Nov. 8 and will serve as the replacement for the  
SMART millage levied in 24 communities across Oakland County.

http://OakGov.com/OaklandTransit




Key Goals of transit service:

• Access
• Connection
• Independence



Ingredients to develop transit:

• Destinations
• Density
• Demographics



Destinations



Density



Demographics



Novi Profile 2020 (source: ACS 2020 data from SEMCOG)

66,243 residents

12,172 residents age 60+

5,873 households under $50K income

56,092 jobs

3+ regional destinations



WOTA

NOTA

OPC

SMART

Novi

Snapshot & Context

•  Novi is not currently served 
by any designated transit 
provider

•  Limited local transportation 
options are available

•  Growing need among seniors 
and people with disabilities

•  Growing need to improve 
access to jobs, employees 
and destinations



Features of Oakland County Public Transporation millage:

• 0.95 mill for 10 years

• Built on Local Solutions

• Funds Local Providers and municipal transit services

•  Allows for Expansion in unserved/underserved areas

• More Flexibility for communities (i.e. scalable)

•  Funds managed and audited by Oakland County



Oakland Transit:

A baseline millage 
to establish 
a baseline transit 
service.

Oakland Transit 0.950 mill

SMART/Oakland 0.993 mill

Jackson 0.999 mill

Genesee County 1.222 mill

Grand Rapids 1.456

Ann Arbor 2.656

Lansing

Existing millages shown at 2019 rates vs 2022 Oakland Transit proposal.

Between 2019 and 2022, very minor fluctuations occurred
to actual levied rates due to Headlee Amendment.

3.007 mill

mill

mill



Maintain
Current
Transit

Service

Administration

57.8%

Capital 10.6%

Expansion
30.3%

1.3%

Funding 
Allocations 
by Purpose

In initial years, funding may 
skew more toward Capital in 
order to acquire resources for 
expanded service.



ConnectOakland is a proposed

0.95 mill measure to fund transit

service throughout Oakland County.

It would replace the current OCPTA

millage used to fund SMART; it could

also replace local funding used for

community-based transit operations

in North and West Oakland County.

The goal is to enable eVeryday

access to eVeryday places, with an

emphasis on healthcare, education,

employment and essential shopping.

If approved, the ConnectOakland

millage would represent about 2.5%

of the total property tax paid by the

average Oakland County taxpayer.

Flip over to see what ConnectOakland
means for these communities:

Auburn Hills
Berkley
Beverly Hills
Bingham Farms
Birmingham
Bloomfield Township
Clawson
Farmington
Farmington Hills
Ferndale
Franklin
Hazel Park
Huntington Woods

Lathrup Village
Madison Heights
Oak Park
Pleasant Ridge
Pontiac
Royal Oak
Royal Oak Township
Southfield
Southfield Township
Troy
Walled Lake
West Bloomfield Township

This Info Sheet is one in a series of four.
See the whole set to learn the full potential
impact of ConnectOakland.

INFO SHEET 1



Community- 
Based
Advance reservation services oriented 
toward seniors, people with disabilities 
and other populations identifed by 
individual communities.

• Operated by municipality
• Maximum flexibility
• Extra levels of customer service



Microtransit
Flexible, accessible, on-demand service 
ideal for suburban areas. Connect to 
activity centers and fixed transit routes.

•  Single-family 
residential subdivisions

• Industrial parks



Fixed-Route
Predictable, scheduled service to 
connect major destinations. Covers key 
corridors featuring continuous activity.

• Providence Park Hospital
• Suburban Collection Showplace
• Twelve Oaks Mall & Fountain Walk
• Downtown Novi & Town Center
• Fox Run
• Higher-Density Residential Areas
• Neighboring Communities



Infrastructure
Upgrades to make transit service safe, 
accessible and user-friendly.

•  Sidewalks & Pads
• Shelters & Amenities
• Technology
• Vehicles
• Facilities
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•  Initial sketches have 
informed development 
of the proposal

•  Cost estimates based on 
reported/audited data

•  Final deployment is 
subject to extensive 
community input

Potential Fixed-Route Service in Novi area
...keep in mind community-based, microtransit and paratransit services, too!



for more information

OakGov.com/OaklandTransit


