
 

CITY OF NOVI CITY COUNCIL 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2023 

 

 

 

SUBJECT:    Consideration of Equalization Division Assistance Services Agreement with 

Oakland County, for Real and Personal Property Assessment Administration 

Services through June 30, 2024. 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: City Manager’s office 

 

EXPENDITURE REQUIRED $ 78,000.00 

AMOUNT BUDGETED $ 78,000.00 

APPROPRIATION REQUIRED $ 0 

LINE ITEM NUMBER 101-257.00-816.000 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

 

Attached Is a proposed agreement between the City and Oakland County for real 

and personal property assessment administration services to be provided by Oakland 

County through June 30, 2024. The agreement is typical or services agreements that 

the City and County have entered into over the years. The timeframe will assist the City 

through all relevant dates for the 2024 assessment year. 

 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approval of Equalization Division Assistance Services 

Agreement with Oakland County, for Real and Personal Property Assessment 

Administration Services through June 30, 2024, subject to final review and approval 

and any minor non-substantive modifications by the City Manager and City Attorney’s 

Office. 



 
 
 
 

OAKLAND COUNTY EXECUTIVE DAVID COULTER 
 
 

 Equalization Division 
 (248) 858-0740   |  equal@oakgov.com 

 
 

250 Elizabeth Lake Road, Ste. 1000 W | Pontiac, MI 48341 | Fax (248) 858-2074 | oakgov.com 

August 24, 2023  
 
Victor Cardenas, City Manager  
City of Novi  
45175 Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI, 48375 
 
RE: Assessment Contract 2023-2024 
 
Dear Mr. Cardenas, 
 
I hope this leter finds you well.  As you are aware, our exis�ng Contract 
between the Oakland County Equaliza�on Division and the City of Novi 
expired on June 30, 2023.  As previously communicated, this delay was the 
result of a comprehensive review to ensure that our Contract is as 
transparent as possible regarding our respec�ve responsibili�es.  Enclosed 
with this leter you will find the updated Assessing Services Contract, which 
outlines the terms and condi�ons of our partnership. 
 
The Contract's main components remain unchanged in substance. The cost 
has been adjusted by a 4% increase to $78,000 beginning July 1, 2023 to 
June 30, 2024.  See Contract atached, Sec�ons 10.2. This adjustment 
reflects a modest infla�onary increase in the County’s cost of providing 
services from our last year’s Contract prices. 
 
We have taken utmost care to ensure that all aspects of our engagement are 
thoroughly covered within the contract.  It is designed to provide clarity on 
the objec�ves, responsibili�es, �melines, and other relevant details that will 
guide our work together. 
 
To proceed with the contract, we kindly request that you review the 
document at your earliest convenience.  If you find the terms acceptable, we 
ask that you present it to your duly elected officials for approval and then 
sign the signature page enclosed with the contract and have it witnessed. 
 
We require four (4) copies returned, including ORIGINAL signed Signature 
pages, to our office with the voted RESOLUTIONS from your local mee�ng 
approving the Contract.  This will facilitate the necessary processing and 
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documenta�on on our end to County Board of Commissioner Chair David T. Woodward for his signature 
and ensuring a seamless implementa�on of the contract. 
 
Should you have any ques�ons, or if you would like to discuss any specific points within the Contract, 
please do not hesitate to reach out to me. I am also available to arrange a video mee�ng to discuss the 
Contract and address any concerns, or if you prefer, we can meet face-to-face. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at 248.858.0760 or by email at lohmeierm@oakgov.com to coordinate any 
further steps or to schedule a mee�ng. 
 
Thank you for your aten�on to this mater. We value the opportunity to work alongside your community 
and are eager to move forward with con�nuing our partnership. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Micheal R. Lohmeier, MMAO, PPE, MAI, SRA, FASA, RES 
Equalization Officer 
Oakland County Equalization Division 
250 Elizabeth Lake Road, Suite 1000W 
Pontiac, MI  48341-0431 
Phone: 248.858.0760 
Email: lohmeierm@oakgov.com 
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 CONTRACT FOR OAKLAND COUNTY 

EQUALIZATION DIVISION ASSISTANCE  
FOR 

REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY ASSESSMENT 
ADMINISTRATION SERVICES 

WITH THE CITY OF NOVI 
 
 
This CONTRACT FOR OAKLAND COUNTY EQUALIZATION DIVISION ASSISTANCE FOR REAL 
AND PERSONAL PROPERTY ASSESSMENT ADMINISTRATION SERVICES (hereafter, this 
“Contract”) is made and entered into between the COUNTY OF OAKLAND, a Michigan 
Constitutional and Municipal Corporation, whose address is 1200 North Telegraph Road, Pontiac, 
Michigan 48341 (hereafter, the “County”), and WITH the City of Novi, a Michigan Constitutional and 
Statutory Municipal Corporation whose address is 45175 Ten Mile Road, Novi, Michigan 48375 
(hereafter, the “Municipality”). In this Contract, either the County and/or the Municipality may also 
be referred to individually as a “Party” or jointly as “Parties.” 
 

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENTS 
 

1. The Municipality, pursuant to the laws of the State of Michigan (hereafter, the “State”), 
including, but not limited to, the Michigan General Property Tax Act (“GPTA”) (MCL 211.1, 
et seq.) is required to perform real and personal property tax appraisals and assessments 
for all nonexempt real and personal property located within the geographic boundaries of 
the Municipality for the purpose of levying State and local property taxes. 

 
2. The Parties acknowledge that absent an agreement such as this, and in accordance with 

MCL 211.10(f)(1), if the Municipality does not have an assessment roll that has been 
certified by a qualified certified assessing officer, or if a certified assessor is not in 
substantial compliance with the provisions this of Act, the State Tax Commission 
(Commission) shall assume jurisdiction over the assessment roll and provide for the 
preparation of a certified roll. The Commission may order the County to prepare the roll; 
may provide for the use of State employees to prepare the roll; or may order the 
Municipality to contract with a commercial appraisal firm to conduct an appraisal of the 
property in the Municipality under the supervision of the County and Commission.   

 
3. The Michigan General Property Tax Act (MCL 211.34(3)) provides that the County Board of 

Commissioners, through the Equalization Division, may furnish assistance to local 
assessing officers in the performance of certain responsibilities, including the discovery, 
listing, and valuation of properties for tax purposes, as well as the development and use of 
uniform valuation standards and techniques for the assessment of property. 

 
4. The Municipality has requested the County’s Equalization Division’s Assistance in 

performing the “Real and Personal Property Assessment Administration Services” (as 
described and defined in this Contract) and has agreed in return to reimburse the County 
as provided for in this Contract.  

 
5. The County has determined that it has sufficient “Assessment Division Personnel”, 

possessing the requisite knowledge and expertise and is agreeable to assisting the 



 
CONTRACT FOR OAKLAND COUNTY EQUALIZATION DIVISION ASSISTANCE SERVICES 

WITH THE CITY OF NOVI 
  

 

Municipality by providing the requested “Real and Personal Property Assessment 
Administration Services” under the terms and conditions of this Contract. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of these premises and the mutual promises, representations, 
and agreements set forth in this Contract, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt 
and adequacy of which is hereby acknowledged, the County and the Municipality mutually agree as 
follows: 
 
§1. DEFINED TERMS. In addition to the above defined terms (i.e., “Contract”, “County”, 

“Municipality”, “Party” and “Parties”, and “State”), the Parties agree that the following words 
and expressions when printed with the first letter capitalized as shown herein, whether 
used in the singular or plural, possessive or non-possessive, and/or either within or without 
quotation marks, shall, be defined and interpreted as follows: 
 
1.1 “County Agent” or “County Agents” shall be defined as any and all Oakland County 

elected officials, appointed officials, directors, board members, council members, 
commissioners, authorities, other boards, committees, commissions, employees, 
managers, departments, divisions, volunteers, agents, representatives, and/or any 
such persons’ successors or predecessors, agents, employees, attorneys, or 
auditors (whether such persons act or acted in their personal representative or 
official capacities), and/or any persons acting by, through, under, or in concert with 
any of them, excluding the Municipality and/or any Municipality Agents, as defined 
herein. “County Agent” and/or “County Agents” shall also include any person who 
was a County Agent anytime during the term of this Contract but, for any reason, 
is no longer employed, appointed, or elected and serving as a County Agent. 

 
1.2 “Equalization Division Personnel” as used in this Contract shall be defined as a 

subset of, and included as part of the larger group of, County Agents as defined 
above, and shall be further defined as any and all County Agents specifically 
employed and assigned by the County to work in the Equalization Division of the 
County’s Department of Management and Budget as shown in the current County 
budget and/or personnel records of the County, for the express purposes of 
provided equalization services, and its related activities, in adherence with MCL 
211.34.   

 
1.2.1 Any reference in this Contract to Equalization Division Personnel shall not 

include any County Agent employed by the County in any other function, 
capacity or organizational unit of the County other than the Equalization 
Division of the Department of Management and Budget.  

 
1.3 “Assessment Division Personnel” as used in this Contract shall be defined as a 

subset of, and are included, as part of the larger group of County Agents as defined 
above.  They are defined as County Agents specifically employed and assigned by 
the County Equalization Division, for the express purposes of providing Assessment 
Services, in adherence with MCL 211.10d.  These activities include preparing the 
Municipalities annual assessment roll.   

 
1.3.1 Any reference in this Contract to Assessment Division Personnel shall not 

include any County Agent employed by the County in any other function, 
capacity, or organizational unit of the County other than the Equalization 
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Division of the Department of Management and Budget.  
 

1.4 “Real and Personal Property Assessment Administration Services” identified in this 
Contract as “Assessment Services,” and by MCL 211.10d, are defined as those 
services provided by the County’s Assessment Division Personnel.  These services 
do not pertain to those provided by Equalization Division Personnel, or activities as 
provided by, or related as, County Equalization Services, MCL 211.34. 

 
1.5 “Municipality Agent” or “Municipality Agents” shall be defined to include, but not 

limited to, any and all Municipality officers, elected officials, appointed officials, 
directors, board members, council members, authorities, boards, committees, 
commissions, employees, managers, departments, divisions, volunteers, agents, 
representatives, and/or any such persons’ successors or predecessors, agents, 
employees, attorneys, or auditors, whether such persons act or acted in their 
personal, representative, or official capacities, and/or any and all persons acting by, 
through, under, or in concert with any of them.  No County Agent shall be deemed 
a Municipality Agent, and conversely, no Municipality Agent shall be deemed a 
County Agent. “Municipality Agent” shall also include any person who was a 
Municipality Agent at any time during this Contract but for any reason is no longer 
employed, appointed, or elected in that capacity.  

 
1.6 “Claim(s)” shall be defined to include any and all alleged losses, claims, complaints, 

demands for relief or damages, suits, causes of action, proceedings, judgments, 
deficiencies, liability, penalties, litigation costs and expenses, including, but not 
limited to, any reimbursement for reasonable attorney fees, witness fees, court 
costs, investigation and/or litigation expenses, any amounts paid in settlement, 
and/or any other amounts, liabilities or Claim(s) of any kind whatsoever which are 
imposed on, incurred by, or asserted against either the County and/or any County 
Agent, as defined herein, or any Claim(s) for which the County and/or any County 
Agent may become legally and/or contractually obligated to pay or defend against, 
or any other liabilities of any kind whatsoever, whether direct, indirect or 
consequential, whether based upon any alleged violation of the constitution 
(Federal or State), any statute, rule, regulation or the common law, whether in law 
or equity, tort, contract, or otherwise, and/or whether commenced or threatened 
and arising out of any alleged breach of any duty by the County and/or any County 
Agent to any third-person, the Municipality, including any Municipality Agent or any 
Municipality Taxpayer under or in connection with this Contract or are based on or 
result in any way from the County’s and/or any County Agent’s participation in this 
Contract. 

 
1.7 “Municipality Taxpayer” shall be defined as any and all residents, property owners, 

persons, or entities within the Municipality, or their representatives or agents, who 
may be liable or responsible for any property taxes assessed by the Municipality 
pursuant to any applicable State Property Tax Laws. 

 
1.8 “State” shall be defined as the “State of Michigan,” a sovereign governmental 

entity of the United States, and shall also include within its definition any, and all, 
departments or agencies of State government including specifically, but not 
limited to, the State Tax Commission, the State Tax Tribunal, and/or the State 
Department of Treasury, unless used in this Contract to provide specific context 
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otherwise, and will do so as: 
 
1.8.1 “Treasury” shall be defined as the “Department of Treasury,” of the State of 

Michigan. 
 
1.8.2  “Commission” shall be defined as the “State Tax Commission,” of the Department 

of Treasury, of the State of Michigan. 
 
1.8.3 “Tribunal” shall be defined as the “Michigan Tax Tribunal,” of the Department of 

Licensing and Labor Affairs, of the State of Michigan.  
 

 
§2. PURPOSE OF COUNTY ASSESSMENT SERVICES. The Parties agree that the purpose 

of any and all "Equalization Division Assistance Services" is to provide Assessment 
Services to be performed under this Contract and shall be to assist (e.g., to help, aid, lend 
support, and/or participate in as an auxiliary, to contribute effort toward completion of a 
goal, etc.) the Municipality in the performance of that Municipality's official functions, 
obligations, and Municipality's legal responsibilities for property tax appraisal and 
assessment pursuant to the applicable State Property Tax Laws. 

 
 
§3.  ASSESSMENT SERVICES. The Parties agree the full and complete scope of any, and all, 

Assessment Services shall be as described and limited in the following subsections. 
 
3.1 Assessment Division Personnel will co-inspect, measure, list, and evaluate 

depreciation of random samples of commercial and industrial parcels of real property 
as necessary. Assessment Division Personnel will review the work involving non-
commercial and non-industrial parcels of real property.  Other activities conducted by 
Assessment Division Personnel pertaining to real property include, but are not limited 
to, accounting for new construction, newly modified existing real property 
improvements, demolition permits, reported fire damaged properties, and will adhere 
to State requirements. Assessment Division Personnel will supervise personal 
property auditors’ progress and performance in its canvass, audits, processing of 
statements, use of appropriate assessment methods, personal property multipliers, 
and adhering to state requirements.  Assessment Division Personnel will review the 
Municipality’s existing assessing staff’s work activities as it relates to the commercial 
and industrial inspections and assessed and taxable value related work, and the 
supervisory responsibilities relating to non-commercial and non-industrial real 
property and personal property activities. Commercial and industrial real property 
progress report will be reviewed monthly.  

 
3.2 Municipality agrees to provide the County with a summary of all commercial and 

industrial building permits, any fire reports relating to construction activity, any site 
plans, architectural plans, blueprints, as requested and needed for new construction, 
additions, demolitions, and other activities related to assessment administration 
practices.  Municipality will provide this summary to the County at least monthly. 

 
3.3 Assessment Division Personnel will be provided with access to City of Novi’s data via 

an acceptable Computer Assisted Mass Appraisal (CAMA) software program, tested 
for data accessibility and quality integrity incorporating the State Tax Commission 
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Assessors Manual (i.e., BS&A software). Assessment Division Personnel will review 
the Municipality’s existing assessing staff’s work activities as it relates to monthly 
entry of data inspected, including but not limited to Principal Residence Exemptions, 
Transfer of Ownership Affidavits, and other documents that need to be entered on a 
monthly and necessary basis for the preparation of related assessed and taxable 
values, including any additions, losses, or taxable value uncapping of any property 
following transfer of ownership.  All updating of transfers of ownership will be made 
into an industry accepted CAMA software program by the Municipality’s existing 
assessing staff. 

 
3.4 Assessment Division Personnel will annually determine assessed, capped, and 

taxable value for each commercial and industrial property while providing direct 
supervision over development of the assessed, capped, and taxable values for all 
other property classifications.   

 
3.5 Assessment Division Personnel will oversee the process and review all new 

exemption applications to determine compliance with statutory requirements, prior to 
approving, and/or making recommendations to local authority.  

 
3.5.1 Assessment Division Personnel will oversee the city’s annual audit process 

and determine existing exemption eligibility continuance.   
 
3.5.2 The Municipality agrees to cooperate with County and provide any and all 

applications, affidavits, and other documents which are provided to 
Municipality in a timely and organized manner in order for County to process.   

 
3.6 Assessment Division Personnel will analyze sales data to uniformly and equitably 

generate accurate assessments and create the commercial and industrial real 
property land and Economic Condition Factor (ECF) studies.  Assessment Division 
Personnel will review the non-commercial and industrial real property land and ECF 
studies.   

 
3.7 Assessment Division Personnel will evaluate the commercial and industrial related 

mass appraisal acceptable statistical measurements for annual assessment-to-sale 
ratio studies and review the acceptable statistical measurements for annual 
assessment-to-sale ratio studies for all other property classifications. 

 
3.8 Assessment Division Personnel will oversee the Municipality’s existing staff in the 

preparation and maintenance of its ad valorem assessment roll, including property 
classifications, property descriptions, any special act-related roll(s) (e.g., IFT, CRA). 
Municipality agrees to cooperate with Assessment Division Personnel in with the 
oversight when and where needed. 

 
3.9 Assessment Division Personnel will sign all necessary pre-Board of Review 

assessment roll certifications, and Municipality assessment staff shall attend and 
assist Board of Review meetings, as per State requirements and charter of 
Municipality.  Municipality assessment staff will assist the Assessment Division 
Personnel by presenting its certified assessment roll before the Board of Review, as 
per State requirements.  Municipality agrees to have its Board of Review membership 
filled and provide necessary support for all Board of Review functions in compliance 
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with State requirements. Municipality will mail all Notices of Assessments to its 
respective taxpayers, and at its own cost. 

 
3.10 Upon request, Assessment Division Personnel agree to attend meetings with 

Municipality officials and meetings with the public, when reasonable notice of the 
meeting is given in advance to County.   

 
3.11 Assessment Division Personnel will have the required certifications for Municipality 

and will maintain certifications, and all support staff will be trained to adequately 
assist Municipality leadership, staff, community residents and property owners. 

 
3.12 Parties agree that during the process of developing assessments, it is in each Party’s 

legitimate interest to promote full cooperation with each other, and for Assessment 
Division Personnel to provide the best possible Public Relations efforts with residents 
and business owners. 

 
3.13 Assessment Division Personnel agree to respond to the general public’s inquiries 

regarding its assessment records, and the inquiries for assessment and tax records 
under the Freedom of Information Act.  Assessment records identified in MCL 
211.10a will be made accessible and available for inspection and copying by the 
public regardless of its location.  Access to and inspection of public records is 
available on the Municipality’s website, and in-person as indicated on signage 
located at the reception area of Municipality’s main office, as required by MCL 
211.10a.  

 
3.14 Assessment Division Personnel will assist the Municipality in its own internal 

practices with providing calculations of estimations of cost only for commercial and/or 
industrial real property for special act project cost benefit analysis; provided that the 
necessary construction cost detail, and any other application related information, is 
made available.  Assessment Division Personnel will not prepare estimates for 
speculative commercial and/or industrial developments that are requested by private 
individuals, developers, other private parties, or for individual residential properties.  

 
3.15 Assessment Division Personnel shall make the assessments within the Municipality 

pursuant to MCL 211.10d and MCL 211.10e, and as of December 31, the State’s 
statutory “Tax Day”, unless court or statute requires otherwise (e.g., exemptions, 
bankruptcy orders, etc.).  The Parties agree and based on the Contract Term as set 
forth in Section 10 of this Contract, the Assessment Division Personnel will develop 
the assessment roll as of December 31, 2023, for the 2024 tax year. 

 
3.16 Assessment Division Personnel will not provide any services which would preclude 

them from maintaining their duties in accordance with MCL 211.10d and MCL 
211.10e, which includes serving in any capacity within the Municipality which could 
be considered a conflict of interest.    

 
3.17 The County agrees to review Municipality approved splits and combinations prior to 

providing it with parcel identification numbers (PIN) and will update tax descriptions 
as they change over time to ensure accuracy of available parcel information. 
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§4. MICHIGAN TAX TRIBUNAL.  Assessment Division Personnel agree to assist the 
Municipality in its defense relating to its appealed assessments involving the “Michigan Tax 
Tribunal” and “Tribunal”.   

 
4.1 Michigan Tax Tribunal, “Entire Tribunal Division” and “Entire Tribunal”. Both Parties 

agree Entire Tribunal cases require due diligence to reach a result that enables 
Assessment Division Personnel to continue to develop fair, objective, impartial, 
uniform, and credible assessments of properties for assessment purposes.  The 
Parties agree to work together throughout the appeal process for a fair resolution, 
however, Assessment Division Personnel shall be the final decision-maker of all 
Entire Tribunal appeals.   

 
4.1.1 Municipality agrees its attorney will file its answer to each petition filed within 

the Entire Tribunal. Assessment Division Personnel agree to assist 
Municipality’s attorney with any and all assessment records for its timely filing. 
The Parties agree Municipality attorney is responsible for all legal filings, 
including discovery, with the Tribunal.  

 
4.1.2 The Parties agree Assessment Division Personnel and Municipality attorney 

will work together throughout appeal duration, with Assessment Division 
Personnel sharing assessment and market related information. 

 
4.1.3 Municipality agrees, if an outside appraisal report is required for use as 

evidence within the Entire Tribunal, the Municipality attorney will hire the 
private independent fee appraiser(s), who will be properly licensed or certified 
through the State of Michigan, for any real property-related property appeals, 
or otherwise qualified appraiser, for any non-real property appeal.  
Municipality further agrees the Selection of the appraiser will be made by 
Assessment Division Personnel, with participation and input from the 
Municipality attorney.   

 
4.1.4 Municipality agrees it will be financially responsible for all costs incurred for 

any Tribunal appeals (e.g., appraisals, inspections, surveys, legal costs, etc.).  
 

4.2 Michigan Tax Tribunal “Residential and Small Claims Division” and “Small Claims”. 
Parties agree Small Claims cases require due diligence to reach a result that enables 
Assessment Division Personnel to continue to develop fair, objective, impartial, 
uniform, and credible assessments of properties for assessment purposes.  The 
Parties agree to ensure public trust, Assessment Division Personnel shall be the final 
decision-maker of all Small Claims appeals.   

 
4.2.1 Small Claims cases Involving Assessment Division Personnel. The Parties 

agree many Small Claim cases are non-complex residential properties, other 
non-complex non-residential properties, and those involving Assessment 
Division Personnel filing Answers to Petitions, with remainder of 
communications directly with Petitioners (i.e., owners).  These cases will be 
handled by Municipality assessing staff who will prepare petition answers on 
a timely basis, prepare and timely file valuation disclosures and other 
necessary evidence for the Tribunal, and provide testimony.  Municipality 
agrees its attorney will be involved, as necessary, and in instances when 
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motion practice is required for inspection of the property, or if the case is 
appealed to the Court of Appeals.    
  

4.2.2 Small Claims cases involving Municipality attorney and/or appraisers. The 
Parties agree on complex residential properties, complex non-residential 
properties, cases involving special assessments, and other cases where the 
issue is of a legal nature, there is often a need for the Municipality attorney to 
file its answer from the start of the appeal, or for the Municipality to hire an 
independent fee appraiser. Municipality agrees to the selection of the 
appraiser by the Assessment Division Personnel, with participation and input 
from the Municipality attorney. Assessment Division Personnel will assist the 
Municipality attorney and will provide final resolution for any potential 
settlement solution, with input from the Municipality attorney. The Parties 
agree Assessment Division Personnel will determine complexity of the case 
and/or of the property on a case-by-case basis.    

 
4.2.3 Municipality agrees it will be financially responsible for all costs incurred for 

any Tribunal appeals (including but not limited to, appraisals, inspections, 
surveys, legal costs, photocopies etc.).  

 
4.3 The Parties agree that they will cooperate and assist in appeals to the Court of 

Appeals and State Supreme Court, and in cases filed in the Oakland County Circuit 
Court, in the same manner as set forth above.  Municipality agrees that it is 
responsible for legal representation in all courts and for all costs incurred for any tax 
related appeals to Michigan courts (including but not limited to appraisals, 
inspections, surveys, legal fees and costs, etc.). 

 
 

§5. STATE TAX COMMISSION.  Assessment Division Personnel agree to assist the 
Municipality involving any related activities, including petitioning and defense activities, 
relating to issues of classifications and incorrectly reported and omitted property (“MCL 
211.154”) involving the “State Tax Commission” and “Commission”.  Assessment Division 
Personnel will also provide those services necessary to initiate within, or to respond to 
inquiries from, the Commission including, but not limited to, assessment, incorrectly reported 
and/or omitted property, tax exemption, and/or classification matters pertaining to property 
located within the Municipality, and will prepare and file documents required with the 
Commission, and will appear before the Commission, when necessary. 
 

 
§6.  MANNER IN WHICH COUNTY WILL PROVIDE ASSESSMENT SERVICES. The Parties 

agree that any and all Assessment Services to be provided by the County for the 
Municipality under this Contract shall be performed solely and exclusively as defined 
herein. 

 
6.1 Assessment Division Personnel shall be employed and assigned by the County 

based on such appropriate qualifications and other factors as decided solely by the 
County.   

 
6.2 The Parties agree that the County shall be solely and exclusively responsible for 

furnishing all Assessment Division Personnel with all job instructions, job 
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descriptions and job specifications and shall in all circumstances control, 
supervise, train and direct them under this Contract.  

 
6.3 The Parties agree the Assessment Division Personnel and Oakland County 

Equalization Division main office is located at 250 Elizabeth Lake Road, Suite #1000 
W, Pontiac, Michigan, 48341.  

 
6.3.1  The Parties agree that County Agents will not maintain any specific, regular, 

or otherwise routine office hours located within the Municipality’s offices.  
 

6 . 4  Both parties agree the Municipality will maintain its existing assessing department 
staff through the term of this Contract.  If the Municipality’s existing assessing staff 
changes, the Municipality will provide prompt notice to the County.  The County will 
then determine if any changes are needed to this Contract’s scope of work and as 
to the 2024 assessment requirements.     

 
6.5 The Parties agree the Municipality has both certified staff and uncertified support 

staff.  This does not prevent the Municipality from providing additional public 
services in other professional capacities (e.g., Treasurer, Clerk, Building 
Department, etc.). 

 
6.6 The Parties agree MCL 211.10d and MCL 211.10e will be adhered to when 

preparing the Municipality’s assessment roll. 
 
6.7 Except as otherwise expressly provided for herein, the Parties agree and warrant 

that, at all times and for all purposes relevant to this Contract, the County shall 
remain the sole and exclusive employer of all County Agents and that the County 
shall remain solely and completely liable for any and all County Agents' past, 
present, or future wages, compensation, overtime wages, expenses, fringe 
benefits, pension or retirement benefits, travel expenses, mileage allowances, 
training expenses, transportation costs, and/or other allowances or 
reimbursements of any kind, including, but not limited to, workers' disability 
compensation benefits, unemployment compensation, Social Security Act 
protection(s) and benefits, any employment taxes, and/or any other statutory or 
contractual right or benefit based on or in any way related to any County Agent's 
employment status. 

 
6.8 This Contract is neither intended, nor shall it be interpreted, to create, change, 

grant, modify, supplement, supersede, alter, or otherwise affect or control, in any 
manner, form, or at any time, any right, privilege, benefit, or any other term or 
condition of employment, of any kind or nature whatsoever, in, upon, or for any 
County Agents with the County, any applicable County employment and/or union 
contract, and/or any County rule(s), regulation(s), hours of work, shift assignment, 
order(s), policy(ies), procedure(s), directive(s), ethical guideline(s), etc., which 
shall, solely and exclusively, govern and control the employment relationship 
between the County and any County Agent and/or the conduct and actions of any 
County Agent. To illustrate, but not otherwise limit, this Contract does not and shall 
not be interpreted to limit, modify, control, or otherwise affect, in any manner: 

 
6.8.1  The County’s sole and exclusive right, obligation, responsibility, and 
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discretion to employ, compensate, assign, reassign, transfer, promote, 
reclassify, discipline, demote, layoff, furlough, discharge any County 
Agents and/or pay any and all County Agent’s wages, salaries, allowances, 
reimbursements, compensation, fringe benefits, or otherwise decide any 
and all such terms and conditions of employment and make any and all 
employment decisions that affect, in any way, the employment of any 
County Agents with the County, subject only to its applicable collective 
bargaining Contracts. 

 
6.8.2  The County's sole and exclusive right, obligation, and responsibility to 

determine, establish, modify, or implement any and all operational policies, 
procedures, orders, rules, regulations, ethical guidelines, and/or any other 
judgment, policy or directive which, in any way, governs or controls any 
activity of any County Agent, any necessary County Agent’s training 
standards or proficiency(ies), any level or amount of required supervision, 
any and all standards of performance, any sequence or manner of 
performance, and any level(s) of experience, training, or education required 
for any County Agents performing any County duty or obligation under the 
terms of this Contract. 

 
6.9 Municipality agrees that except as expressly provided for under the terms of this 

Contract and/or laws of this State, no Assessment Division or Equalization Division 
Personnel, while such person is currently and/or actively employed or otherwise 
remains on the payroll of the County as a County Agent shall be employed, utilized, 
or perform any other services, of any kind, directly or indirectly, in any manner or 
capacity, or otherwise be available to perform any other work or assignments by 
or for the Municipality during the term of this Contract. This section shall not 
prohibit the Municipality from employing any person who was a former County 
Agent but is no longer employed in that capacity by the County. 

 
6.10 Except as otherwise expressly provided by the Contract and/or applicable State 

law, the Parties agree and warrant that neither the County, nor any County Agent, 
by virtue of this Contract or otherwise, shall be deemed, considered, or claimed to 
be an employee of the Municipality and/or a Municipality Agent. 

 
6.11 The Municipality shall not otherwise provide, furnish, or assign any County Agents 

with any job instructions, job descriptions, job specifications, or job duties, or in any 
manner attempt to control, supervise, train, or direct any Personnel in the 
performance of any Assessment Service responsibilities under the terms of this 
Contract. 

 
 

§7. LIMITS AND EXCLUSIONS ON COUNTY SERVICE. Except as otherwise expressly 
provided for within this Contract, neither the County nor any County Agents shall be 
responsible for assisting or providing any other "Services" or assistance to the Municipality 
or assume any additional responsibility for assisting the Municipality in any other way or 
manner with any Municipality obligations under any and all State Property Tax Laws, 
including, but not limited to, providing any attorney or legal representation to the 
Municipality or any Municipality Agent at any proceeding before the Michigan Tax Tribunal 
or any other adjudicative body or court, except as expressly provided for in this Contract. 
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7.1 Municipality agrees it shall, always and under all circumstances, remain solely liable 

for any and all costs, legal obligations, and/or civil liabilities associated with or in 
any way related to any Municipality tax appraisal or assessment functions or any 
other Municipality legal obligation under any applicable State Property Tax Laws. 
The Municipality shall employ and retain its own Municipality legal representation, 
as necessary, to defend any such claim or challenge before the State Tax Tribunal 
or any other court or review body. The Municipality is financially responsible for all 
valuation costs associated with any related Appraisals resulting from the 
assessment roll(s) pertaining to this Contract. All communications pertaining to 
appeals, and potential appeals, involving the State Tax Commission and Michigan 
Tax Tribunal shall be directly made to the Equalization Officer and its Chiefs of the 
Equalization Division by the Municipality legal counsel to ensure timeliness in its 
notifications. 

 
7.2 Except for those express statutory and any regulatory obligations incumbent upon 

the Assessment Division Personnel to defend assessments they performed before 
the Michigan Tax Tribunal, State Tax Commission and courts,  the Parties agree 
that no other County Agents, including any County attorneys shall be authorized, 
required and/or otherwise obligated under this Contract or pursuant to any other 
agreement between the Parties to provide any legal representation to or for the 
Municipality and/or otherwise defend, challenge, contest, appeal, or argue on 
behalf of the Municipality before the Michigan Tax Tribunal, State Tax Commission 
or any other review body or court. 
 

 
§8. MUNICIPALITY AGENTS AND THE COUNTY. The Municipality agrees that it shall be 

solely and exclusively responsible, during the term of this Contract, for guaranteeing that all 
Municipality Agents fully cooperate with all County Agents in the performance of all County 
Services under this Contract. Likewise, the County agrees that it shall be solely and 
exclusively responsible, during the term of this Contract, for guaranteeing that all 
Assessment Division Personnel fully cooperate with Municipality Agents in the performance 
of all County Services under this Contract. 
 
8.1 Municipality Agents shall be employed and assigned based on appropriate 

qualifications and other factors as decided by the Municipality. The Municipality 
agrees that it shall be solely responsible for furnishing all Municipality Agents with 
all job instructions, job descriptions and job specifications and shall solely control, 
direct, and supervise all Municipality Agents and shall be solely responsible for the 
means and manner in which Municipality's duties or obligations under any 
applicable State Property Tax Laws are satisfied. 

 
8.2 The Municipality agrees that it shall be solely and completely liable for any and all 

Municipality Agents' past, present, or future wages, compensation, overtime 
wages, expenses, fringe benefits, pension or retirement benefits, travel expenses, 
mileage allowances, training expenses, transportation costs, and/or other 
allowances or reimbursements of any kind, including, but not limited to, workers' 
disability compensation benefits, unemployment compensation, Social Security Act 
protection(s) and benefits, any employment taxes, and/or any other statutory or 
contractual right or benefit based on or in any way related to any Municipality 
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Agent's employment status or any alleged violation of any Municipality Agent's 
statutory, contractual (e.g., union, employment, or labor contract), constitutional, 
common law employment right, and/or civil rights by the Municipality. The 
Municipality agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the County from and against 
any and all Claim(s) which are imposed upon, incurred by, or asserted against the 
County or any County Agent by any Municipality Agent and/or which are based 
upon, result from, or arise from, or are in any way related to any Municipality Agent's 
wages, compensation, benefits, or other employment- related or based rights, 
including, but not limited to, those described in this section. 

 
8.3 The Municipality agrees that no Municipality Agent shall, by virtue of this Contract 

or otherwise, be considered or claimed to be an employee of the County and/or a 
County Agent. This Contract does not grant or confer, and shall not be interpreted 
to grant or confer, upon any Municipality Agents or any other individual any status, 
privilege, right, or benefit of County employment or that of a County Agent.  
Furthermore, the County or any County Agent will not be liable for any 
dissemination of assessment related information by the Municipality or any 
Municipality Agent.   

 
 

§9. MUNICIPALITY RESPONSIBILITIES WITH THE COUNTY AND ITS AGENTS. The 
Municipality agrees it shall provide, in a manner agreed upon with the County, and preserving 
all necessary confidentiality requirements, information pertaining to its activities affecting the tax 
status of any parcel including but not limited to the following: 

 
9.1 The establishment of Tax Increment Finance (TIF) Authorities (i.e., Brownfield 

Authority, Corridor Improvement Authority, Downtown Development Authority, etc.); 
the approval or amendment of related development/TIF plans. 

 
9.2 The establishment of Economic Development/Redevelopment Districts (i.e., 

Planned Unit Development, Neighborhood Enterprise Zones, Renaissance Zones, 
etc.); the approval or amendment of related applications/plans. 

 
9.3 The establishment of an abatement type district (i.e., Commercial Redevelopment, 

Commercial Rehabilitation, Industrial Development, Plant Rehabilitation, Obsolete 
Property Rehabilitation etc.); or amendment of related Property Tax Exemption 
Applications. 

 
9.4 The approval of an ordinance or agreement for a Payment In Lieu of Taxes 

(P.I.L.O.T.) housing project. 
 
9.5 The Municipality agrees to inform the County Agents regarding any increase in 

taxation which is governed by the Truth in Taxation Act. Further, the Municipality 
agrees to inform the County Agents regarding any millage increase (new) or 
renewal. 

 
9.6 The Municipality will be responsible for maintaining a paper trail of any Special 

Assessment District (SAD) and Special Assessment Roll (SAR) development, any 
changes thereto, and their related billings, maintaining the rolls in balance, any 
required reports such as delinquency reports, and providing the County with the 
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information necessary to prepare warrants. 
 
9.7 The Municipality will forward all exemption applications, property transfer affidavits, 

personal property statements, and any and all other property assessment and property 
tax related documents affecting the status or value of property located within the 
Municipality to the County in a timely manner. 

 
9.8 The Municipality shall provide a copy of all building permits with parcel identification 

numbers to the County Agents on a Monthly Basis.  
 
9.9 The Municipality agrees to keep the County current with, and be responsible for, the 

following functions.  
 

9.9.1 Maintain adherence to its policies, any and all of its related ordinances, and 
all local and state laws and regulations.   
 

 
9.9.2 Maintain current address and name changes, including any and all parcel 

owner and occupant names. 
 

9.10 The Municipality agrees to provide County Agents, and any related Boards of 
Review, committee, and related work groups, with adequate space for the County 
while they are present. The Municipality shall provide reasonable accommodation 
such access to printers, copiers, etc. as to not impede their work. Accommodation 
will also be made for the public who come for assessing related inquiries, particularly 
during times when Boards of Review are in-session. 

 
 

§10. TERM AND PAYMENT SCHEDULE OF CONTRACT. The County will perform the 
Assessment Services for the Municipality for the term and payment of fees as provided for 
in the following subsections. 

 
10.1 The Contract term shall be from July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2024. 
 
10.2 For the period of July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2024 (“Contract Year 2023-2024”), 

the Municipality agrees to pay the County for the services performed  the flat sum of 
(Seventy Eight Thousand Dollars) $78,000.00. If, or when, during the term of this 
Contract, there are additional Assessment Services requested by Municipality, the 
Parties shall negotiate additional fees to be paid by the Municipality.  If there are 
changes to the scope of work required from Assessment Division Personnel due to 
Municipality assessing staff changes, the parties recognize that total amount due for 
services performed may also need to be adjusted and will negotiate the amount the 
of the adjustment.   

 
10.3 [Intentionally left blank].   
 
10.4 The Municipality shall be responsibility for postage for any and all real and personal 

property statements and any and all real and personal property notices mailed for all 
work performed under this Contact.   
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10.5 In the event that Municipality Agents, for whatever reasons, fail or neglect to 
undertake the tasks in any of the sections of this Contract, and the County Agents 
have to take on additional work tasks, then the County shall be paid on a time and 
material basis.  Such rates shall be based upon the wages plus benefits of the County 
Agents performing said tasks.   

 
10.6 The Parties agree this Contract is effective as of the initial date as prescribed above 

when the Contract term begins, or in the event the Contract is signed after this date, 
then it is effective as of the execution by both Parties to this Contract and shall end 
on the provided Contract’s conclusion date as provided herein, without any further 
act or notice from either Party being required.  

 
10.7 No less than 30 days prior to the Contract’s ending date, both Parties may mutually 

agree to extend this contract for a period of no more than 180 days from the original 
Contract’s ending date. Any, and all, County Services otherwise provided to the 
Municipality prior to the effective date of this Contract, shall be subject to the terms 
and conditions provided for herein. 

 
10.8 If the Municipality fails, for any reason, to pay the County any monies when and 

as due under this Contract, the Municipality agrees that unless expressly 
prohibited by law, the County or the County Treasurer, at their sole option, shall 
be entitled to a setoff from any other Municipality funds that are in the County’s 
possession for any reason. Funds include but are not limited to the Delinquent 
Tax Revolving Fund (“DTRF”). Any setoff or retention of funds by the County 
shall be deemed a voluntary assignment of the amount by the Municipality to the 
County. The Municipality waives any claims against the County or its Officials for 
any acts related specifically to the County’s offsetting or retaining such amounts. 
This paragraph shall not limit the Municipality’s legal right to dispute whether the 
underlying amount retained by the County was actually due and owing under this 
Contract. 

 
10.9 If the County chooses not to exercise its right to setoff or if any setoff is insufficient 

to fully pay the County any amounts due and owing the County under this 
Contract, the County shall have the right to charge up to the then-maximum legal 
interest on any unpaid amount. Interest charges shall be in addition to any other 
amounts due to the County under this Contract. Interest charges shall be 
calculated using the daily unpaid balance method and accumulate until all 
outstanding amounts and accumulated interest are fully paid.  The interest to be 
charged shall not exceed the annual maximum rate set forth in MCL 438.41. 

 
10.10 Nothing in this Section shall operate to limit the County’s right to pursue or 

exercise any other legal rights or remedies under this Contract against the 
Municipality to secure reimbursement of amounts due the County under this 
Contract. The remedies in this Section shall be available to the County on an 
ongoing and successive basis if Municipality at any time becomes delinquent in 
its payment. Notwithstanding any other term and condition in this Contract, if the 
County pursues any legal action in any court to secure its payment under this 
Contract, the Municipality agrees to pay all costs and expenses, including 
attorney’s fees and court costs, incurred by the County in the collection of any 
amount owed by the Municipality. 
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10.11 Notwithstanding any other term or condition in this Contract, should the 

Municipality fail for any reason to timely pay the County the amounts required 
under this Contract, the Municipality agrees that the County may discontinue, 
upon thirty (30) days written notice to the Municipality, without any penalty or 
liability whatsoever, any County services or performance obligations under this 
Contract. 

 
10.12 The Parties agree that this and/or any subsequent amendments thereto, shall not 

become effective prior to the approval by concurrent resolutions of both the 
Oakland County Board of Commissioners and the Governing Body of the 
Municipality The approval and terms of this Contract, and/or any possible 
subsequent amendments thereto, shall be entered in the official minutes and 
proceedings of both the Oakland County Board of Commissioners and the 
Governing Body of the Municipality and shall also be filed with the office of the 
Clerk of the County and the Clerk for the Municipality. 

 
10.13 The Parties agree that this Contract, and/or any possible subsequent 

amendments, shall be filed with the Michigan Secretary of State and this 
Contract, and/or any possible subsequent amendments, shall not become 
effective prior to this required filing with the Secretary of State. 

 
10.14The Parties agree that except as expressly provided herein, this Contract shall not 

be changed, supplemented, or amended, in any manner, except as provided for 
herein, and no other act, verbal representation, document, usage or custom shall 
be deemed to amend or modify this Contract in any manner. 

 
 
§11. CANCELLATION OR TERMINATION OF THIS CONTRACT. Except as follows, and 

notwithstanding any other term or provision in any other section of this Contract, either Party, 
upon a minimum of ninety (90) calendar days written notice to the other Party, may cancel 
and/or completely terminate this Contract for any reason, including convenience, without 
incurring any penalty, expense, or liability to the other Party. The effective date for any such 
termination is to be clearly stated in the notice. 
 
11.1 At 5:00 p.m. on the effective date of the cancellation of this Contract all Municipality 

and/or County obligations under this Contract, except those rights and obligations 
expressly surviving cancellation as provided for in this Contract, shall end. 

 
11.2 The Parties agrees that any and all obligations, including, but not limited to, any and 

all indemnification and hold harmless promises, waivers of liability, record-keeping 
requirements, any Municipality payment obligations to the County, and/or any other 
related obligations provided for in this Contract with regard to any acts, occurrences, 
events, transactions, or Claim(s) either occurring or having their basis in any events 
or transactions that occurred before the cancellation or completion of this Contract, 
shall survive the cancellation or completion of this Contract. 

 
 

§12. NO TRANSFER OF MUNICIPALITY LEGAL OBLIGATIONS TO THE COUNTY. Except as 
 expressly provided for in this Contract, the Municipality agrees that this Contract does not, 
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and is not intended to, transfer, delegate, or assign to the County, and/or any County Agent 
or the Equalization Division any civil or legal responsibility, duty, obligation, duty of care, 
cost, legal obligation, or liability associated with any governmental function delegated 
and/or entrusted to the Municipality under any applicable State Property Tax Laws. 
 

12.1 The Municipality shall, always and under all circumstances, remain solely liable for 
all costs, legal obligations, and/or civil liabilities associated with or in any way related 
to any Municipality tax appraisal or assessment functions or any other Municipality 
legal obligation. The Municipality agrees that under no circumstances shall the 
County be responsible for any costs, obligations, and/or civil liabilities associated 
with its Municipality function or any responsibility under any State Property Tax Law. 

 
12.2 The Municipality shall not incur or create any debts, liens, liabilities or obligations 

for the County and shall take all necessary steps to ensure that any debts, liens, 
liabilities or obligations that the Municipality may incur shall not become a debt, 
liability, obligation or Claim(s) against the County. 

 
12.3 The Parties agree that the Municipality shall always remain responsible for the 

ultimate completion of all Municipality duties or obligations under any and all 
applicable State Property Tax Laws. Nothing in this Contract shall relieve the 
Municipality of any Municipality duty or obligation under any applicable State 
Property Tax Law. 

 
12.4 The Municipality and Municipality Agents shall be and remain responsible for 

compliance with all Federal, State, and local laws, ordinances, regulations, and 
agency requirements in any manner affecting any work or performance of this 
Contract or with any Municipality duty or obligation under any applicable State 
Property Tax Law. 

 
 
§13. NO DELEGATION OR DIMINUTION OF ANY GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY. The Parties 

reserve to themselves any rights and obligations related to the provision of all of each Party's 
respective governmental services, authority, responsibilities, and obligations. Except as 
expressly provided otherwise herein, this Contract does not, and is not intended to, create, 
diminish, delegate, transfer, assign, divest, impair, or contravene any constitutional, 
statutory, and/or other legal right, privilege, power, civil or legal responsibility, obligation, duty 
of care, liability, capacity, immunity, authority or character of office of either Party to any other 
person or Party. 
 
13.1 The Parties further agree, notwithstanding any other term or condition in this 

Contract, that no provision in this Contract is intended, nor shall it be construed, as 
a waiver of any governmental immunity, as provided by statute or applicable court 
decisions, by either Party, either for that Party and/or any of that Party's County or 
Municipal Agents.  

 
13.2 Notwithstanding any other provision in this Contract, nothing in this Contract shall 

be deemed to, in any way, limit or prohibit the Oakland County Board of 
Commissioners statutory rights and obligations to review and/or further equalize 
Municipality property values or tax assessments and/or further act upon any 
Municipality assessment(s) of property taxes under any applicable State Property 
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Tax Laws, including, but not limited to challenging any Municipality assessment 
before the Michigan Tax Tribunal. 

 
 

§14.  INDEMNIFICATION, LIABILITY AND INSURANCE. The Municipality further agrees that the 
County shall not be liable to the Municipality for any, and all, Claim(s), except as otherwise 
expressly provided for in this Contract. 

 
14.1 The Parties agree that this Contract does not and is not intended to create or include 

any County warranty, promise, covenant or guaranty, either express or implied, of 
any kind or nature whatsoever in favor of the other Municipality, and/or any 
Municipality Agents, or any Municipality Taxpayer or any other person or entity, or that 
the County’s efforts in the performance of any obligation under this Contract will result 
in any specific monetary benefit or efficiency, or increase in any tax revenue for the 
Municipality, or will result in any specific reduction or increase in any property 
assessment, or guarantee that any County services provided under this Contract will 
withstand any challenge before the State Tax Tribunal or any court or review body, or 
any other such performance-based outcome. 

 
14.2 In the event of any alleged breach, wrongful termination, and/or any default of any 

term or condition of this Contract by either the County or any County Agent, the 
County and/or any County Agent shall not be liable to the Municipality for any indirect, 
incidental, special or consequential damages, including, but not limited to any 
replacement costs for County Services, any loss of income or revenue, and/or any 
failure by the Municipality to meet any Municipality obligation under any applicable 
State Property Tax Laws, or any other economic benefit or harm that the Municipality 
may have realized, but for any alleged breach, wrongful termination, default and/or 
cancellation of this Contract, or damages beyond or in excess of the amount(s) of 
any amount paid to, received or retained by the County at the time of the alleged 
breach or default in connection with or under the terms of this Contract, whether such 
alleged breach or default is alleged in an action in contract or tort and/or whether or 
not the Municipality has been advised of the possibility of such damages. This 
provision and this Contract are intended by the Parties to allocate the risks between 
the Parties, and the Parties agree that the allocation of each Party's efforts, costs, 
and obligations under this Contract reflect this allocation of each Party's risk and the 
limitations of liability as specified herein. 

 
14.3 Notwithstanding any other provision in this Contract, with regard to any and all 

alleged losses, claims, complaints, demands for relief or damages, suits, causes of 
action, proceedings, judgments, deficiencies, liability, penalties, litigation costs and 
expenses, including, but not limited to, any reimbursement for reasonable attorney 
fees, witness fees, court costs, investigation and/or litigation expenses, any amounts 
paid in settlement, and/or any other amounts, liabilities of any kind whatsoever which 
are imposed on, incurred by, or asserted against the Municipality or any Municipality 
Agent by any third person, including but not limited to any Municipality Agent or 
Municipality Taxpayer, arising out of any activities or Services to be carried out by any 
County Agent in the performance of this Contract, the Municipality hereby agrees that 
it shall have no rights pursuant to or under this Contract against the County and/or 
any County Agents to or for any indemnification (i.e., contractually, legally, equitably, 
or by implication) contribution, subrogation, or other right to be reimbursed by the 
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County and/or any of County Agents based upon any and all legal theories or alleged 
rights of any kind, whether known or unknown, for any and all alleged losses, claims, 
complaints, demands for relief or damages, judgments, deficiencies, liability, 
penalties, litigation costs and expenses of any kind whatsoever which are imposed 
on, incurred by, or asserted against the Municipality and which are alleged to have 
arisen under or are in any way based or predicated upon this Contract. 

 
14.4 Each Party shall be responsible for any Claims made against that Party and for the 

acts of its Employees or Agents. In any Claims that may arise from the performance 
of this Contract, each Party shall seek its own legal representation and bear the costs 
associated with such representation including any attorney fees. Except as otherwise 
provided in this Contract, neither Party shall have any right under any legal principle 
to be indemnified by the other Party or any of its Employees or Agents in connection 
with any Claim. This Contract does not, and is not intended to, impair, divest, 
delegate, or contravene any constitutional, statutory, and/or other legal right, 
privilege, power, obligation, duty, or immunity of the Parties. Nothing in this Contract 
shall be construed as a waiver of governmental immunity for either Party. 

 
14.5 The Parties agree the County shall not be in breach of this Contract or responsible 

for any consequential or compensatory damages arising from any late performance 
or non-performance of this Contract agreement caused by circumstances which are 
beyond the County's control (e.g., extreme illnesses, natural disasters, or other “acts 
of God”). 

 
 

§15. INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR. The Parties agree that at all times and for all purposes 
under the terms of this Contract, the County's and/or any and all County Agents' legal 
status and relationship to the Municipality shall be that of an Independent Contractor.  
Except as expressly provided herein, each Party will be solely responsible for the acts of 
its own employees, Agents, and servants during the term of this Contract. No liability, right 
or benefits arising out of an employer/employee relationship, either express or implied, 
shall arise or accrue to either Party as a result of this Contract. 

 
 

§16. COUNTY PRIORITIZATION OF COUNTY RESOURCES. The Municipality acknowledges 
and agrees that this Contract does not, and is not intended to, create either any absolute 
right in favor of the Municipality, or any correspondent absolute duty or obligation upon the 
County, to guarantee that any specific number(s) or classification of County Agents will be 
present on any given day to provide County services to the Municipality. 

 
 
§17. NO THIRD-PARTY BENEFICIARIES. Except as expressly provided herein for the benefit 

of the Parties (i.e., County or Municipality), this Contract does not, and is not intended to, 
create, by implication or otherwise, any direct or indirect obligation, duty, promise, benefit, 
right to be indemnified (i.e., contractually, legally, equitably, or by implication) and/or any 
right to be subrogated to any Party's rights in this Contract, and/or any other right of any 
kind, in favor of any person, including, but not limited to, any County Agent or Municipality 
Agent or any Municipality Taxpayer, any Taxpayer's legal representative, any organization, 
any alleged unnamed beneficiary or assignee, and/or any other person. 
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§18. CONFIDENTIALITY. The Parties agree, not to disclose any information which has been 

determined confidential by the Commission, and at least annually will review such 
requirements for confidential information handling with staff that will have contact with such 
record information. 

 
 
§19. CONSTRUED AS A WHOLE. The language of all parts of this Contract is intended to 

and, in all cases, shall be construed as a whole according to its fair meaning, and not 
construed strictly for or against any Party. As used in this Contract, the singular or plural 
number, possessive or non-possessive shall be deemed to include the other whenever 
the context so suggests or requires. 

 
§20. CAPTIONS. The section headings or titles and/or all section numbers contained in this 

Contract are intended for the convenience of the reader and not intended to have any 
substantive meaning and are not to be interpreted as part of this Contract. 

 
 
§21. NOTICES. Except as otherwise expressly provided for herein, any and all 

correspondence, invoices, and/or any other written notices required, permitted or provided 
for under this Contract to be delivered to either Party shall be sent to that Party by first 
class mail. All such written notices, including any notice canceling or terminating this 
Contract as provided for herein, shall be sent to the other Party's signatory to this Contract, 
or that signatory's successor in office, at the addresses shown in this Contract. All 
correspondence or written notices shall be considered delivered to a Party as of the date 
that such notice is deposited with sufficient postage with the U.S. Postal Service. 

 
 
§22. WAIVER OF BREACH. The waiver of a breach of any provision of this Contract shall not 

operate or be construed as a waiver of any subsequent breach. Each and every right, 
remedy and power granted to either Party or allowed it by law shall be cumulative and not 
exclusive of any other. 

 
 
§23. ENTIRE CONTRACT. This Contract sets forth the entire agreement between the County 

and the Municipality and fully supersedes any and all prior agreements or understandings 
between them in any way related to the subject matter hereof. It is further understood and 
agreed that the terms and conditions herein are contractual and are not a mere recital and 
that there are no other agreements, understandings, contracts, or representations between 
the County and the Municipality in any way related to the subject matter hereof, except as 
expressly stated herein. This Contract shall not be changed or supplemented orally and 
may be amended only as otherwise provided herein. 

 
 
For and in consideration of the mutual assurances, promises, acknowledgments, warrants, 
representations, and agreements set forth in this Contract, and for other good and valuable 
consideration, the receipt and adequacy of which is hereby acknowledged, the undersigned 
hereby execute this Contract on behalf of the Parties, and by doing so legally obligate and bind 
the Parties to the terms and conditions of this Contract. 
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CONTRACT FOR OAKLAND COUNTY EQUALIZATION DIVISION ASSISTANCE SERVICES 

WITH THE CITY OF NOVI 
  

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Robert J. Gatt, Mayor of the City of Novi. hereby acknowledges that 
he has been authorized by a resolution of the Governing Body of the City of Novi, a certified copy 
of which is attached, to execute this Contract on behalf of the Municipality and hereby accepts 
and binds the City of Novi to the terms and conditions of this Contract. 
 
 

 
EXECUTED:   
Robert J. Gatt, Mayor City of Novi 
 
 
 
WITNESSED:   
Cortney Hanson, Clerk City of Novi 

DATE:   
 
 
 
 

DATE:   



 
CONTRACT FOR OAKLAND COUNTY EQUALIZATION DIVISION ASSISTANCE SERVICES 

WITH THE CITY OF NOVI 
  

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, David T. Woodward, Chairperson, Oakland County Board of 
Commissioners, hereby acknowledges that he has been authorized by a resolution of the Oakland 
County Board of Commissioners, a certified copy of which is attached, to execute this Contract on 
behalf of the Oakland County, and hereby accepts and binds Oakland County to the terms and 
conditions of this Contract. 
 

 
EXECUTED:   
David T. Woodward, Chairperson Oakland County Board 
of Commissioners 
 
 
 
WITNESSED:   

DATE:   
 
 
 
 
 
DATE:   

 
 
 
(Print Name)   
County of Oakland 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  DATE:   


