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• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0j8fOdFuJI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0j8fOdFuJI


What is it?
• Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) defines 

human trafficking as the recruitment, harboring, 

transportation, provision, or obtaining a person for 

labor/services through force, fraud or coercion. 

• Must be sold and exchange must include money or 

something of value 

• Often referred to as modern day slavery

• Anyone can be a victim, no matter age, race, 

gender, class, or education. 



Two Types of Trafficking
• HSI defines sex trafficking as a commercial sex act 

induced by force, fraud or coercion (or if under 18 
years of age)

• Sex Trafficking gets the most media attention but 
labor trafficking is actually more prevalent

• Labor trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery in 
which individuals perform labor or services through 
the use of force, fraud or coercion. 

• Can be found in many areas and some examples 
are picking crops, working in restaurants, 
landscaping, massage parlors and other service 
type jobs. 



Myths
• Young girls are kidnapped from 12 Oaks Mall  or 

other local malls (False!) 

• It only happens in select communities (False!) 

• Everyone being trafficked are physically unable to 

leave their situations/locked in/held against their will 

(False!) 

• Traffickers only target victims they don’t know 

(False!) 

• Violence is always or usually involved (False!)

• Human trafficking statistics are accurate (False!) 



Traffickers may… Victims often…

• Not allow anyone near 

the group

• Be very controlling

• Now allow anyone in the 

group to speak

• Intentionally 

drug/overmedicate 

victims

• Force alcohol or drug use

• Invoke rights of victim 

without victim’s 

knowledge

• Refuse to speak to law 

enforcement (fear of law 

enforcement or coached 

response) 

• May not have ID

• Cannot articulate their 

wages (not sure how 

much they earn or what 

happens to their money 

or may not have any 

money in their possession)

• Forbidden to socialize 



Sex Trafficking Language

“The Life”
• Blade or track (where they are working)

• Choosing up or reckless eyeballing (seeking new 

pimp)

• Out of pocket (not in good standing, acting up)

• Pimp Stick (used to hit or strike girl with) 

• Renegade or Independent (without a pimp) 

• Square (anyone not in “the life”)



Common Pimp Styles
• The Romeo → (the sweet talker “baby I Love you, 

you’re my #1”, promises)

• The Gorilla → (violent, use of force, dominate 

through fear)

• The Hybrid → (romeo transforms into gorilla)

• The drug dealer → (supplies drugs, runs girls)

• Traffickers generally groom or befriend boys or girls, 

gain their trust and then exploit them or trafficker 

them. A trafficker will almost always start by trying to 

connect with people in public places or via social 

media. 



Investigator Tips for 
Interviewing a Pimp

• Only present evidence that is rock solid

• Keep the conversation light but focused

• Generally they don’t think they are doing anything 

wrong

• Generally they have little to know idea about the 

law and possible charges



Investigator Tips for 

Interviewing Victim/Survivor
• Be honest

• Be an active listener

• Ask them what they need or want

• Let them talk, explain later

• Ask them to explain

• Don’t say you understand

• Don’t lie

• Don’t make promises

• Don’t be judgmental 



Oakland County Human 
Trafficking Task Force

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JHg964spEjM&

t=2s

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vy3xK43yVRU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JHg964spEjM&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vy3xK43yVRU


Resources
• If emergency, call 911

• National Human Trafficking Hotline, call (1-888-373-

7888) or text 233733

• To learn more about human trafficking visit…

https://www.michigan.gov/ag/0,4534,7-359-

82917_81399---,00.html

https://www.oakgov.com/health/partnerships/human

trafficking/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.michigan.gov/ag/0,4534,7-359-82917_81399---,00.html
https://www.oakgov.com/health/partnerships/humantrafficking/Pages/default.aspx

