
 

CITY OF NOVI CITY COUNCIL 

FEBRUARY 6, 2023 

 

 
 

SUBJECT: Consideration of request to transfer ownership of a Resort Class C and SDM 

licensed business from Steve & Rocky’s of Novi, Inc. to RJ Loomis 

Productions, LLC., 43150 Grand River Ave., Novi, with Sunday Sales Permit 

(AM and PM). 
 

 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  City Clerk 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  

RJ Loomis Productions, LLC requests to transfer ownership of a Resort Class C and SDM 

license with Sunday Sales permit (AM and PM) from Steve & Rocky’s of Novi, Inc.  RJ 

Loomis Productions sole member is Robert Loomis. Mr. Loomis has been employed by 

Steve & Rocky’s since 2019 and has worked in the restaurant industry for over 40 years. 

While a new name has not been determined, the new owner plans to continue Steve & 

Rocky’s long and distinguished tradition of operating an upscale restaurant with a 

relaxed atmosphere. 

The general licensing policy as stated in Chapter 3 of the City Code states, at Section 3-

13, that an applicant must demonstrate in particular that the proposed facility:  

a) Will provide a service, product, or function that is not presently available within 

the city or that would be unique to the city or to an identifiable area within the 

city.   

b) Is of a character that will foster or generate economic development or growth 

within the city, or an identifiable area of the city, in a manner consistent with the 

city's policies.   

c) Represents an added financial investment on the part of a long-term business or 

resident with recognized ties to the city and the local community.  

 

More specific review criteria are set forth at subsection 3-15(g), and in addition to the 

general information regarding the applicant and the facility or building at issue, they 

require a review of the benefits to the community of the proposed use: 

(3)  Benefits to community: 

a) The effects that the issuance of a license would have upon the economic 

development of the city or the surrounding area.  

b) The effects that the issuance of a license would have on the health, welfare, and 

safety of the general public.   



c) Whether the applicant has demonstrated a public need or convenience for the 

issuance of the liquor license for the business facility at the location proposed, 

taking into consideration the following, together with other factors deemed 

relevant by the council:   

1. The total number of licenses for similar establishments and/or operations in 

the city, considered both in terms of whether such number of similar 

establishments is needed and whether there may be a need for other 

types of establishments that could go unmet if the requested license were 

granted.   

2. The proximity of the establishment to other licensed liquor establishments, 

the type of such establishments, whether such other establishments are 

similar to that proposed, and the anticipated impact of all such 

determinations.   

3. Whether the proposed location is in an area characterized as developed, 

redeveloping, or undeveloped, and the anticipated impact of approving 

the newly proposed establishment in light of such character, taking into 

consideration the need for any type of additional licensed establishment 

in the area, and the need the particular type of establishment proposed.  

4. The impact of the establishment on city policing and code enforcement 

activities; 

5. The overall benefits of the proposed establishment to the city; 

6. The overall detriments of the proposed establishment to the city; and 

7. Any other factors that may affect the health, safety, and welfare relative 

to the need for and/or the convenience of the proposed establishment in 

the city.  
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  

Approval of request to transfer ownership of a Resort Class C and SDM licensed business 

from Steve & Rocky’s of Novi, Inc. to RJ Loomis Productions, LLC., 43150 Grand River 

Ave., Novi, with Sunday Sales Permit (AM and PM), to oprate a relaxed upscale 

restaurant in the same location as Steve & Rocky’s with a similar menu because the 

surrounding neighborhood is commercially zoned, with numerous dining and 

entertainment businesses. RJ Loomis Productions will continue to compliment the area 

and provide residents with a dining option which will  foster or generate economic 

development or growth within the city, or an identifiable area of the city, in a manner 

consistent with the city's policies. 
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January 10, 2023 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Ms. Cortney Hanson, Clerk 
City of Novi 
45175 West Ten Mile Road 
Novi, Michigan 48375 
 

Re: RJ Loomis Productions, LLC 
43150 Grand River Ave, Novi, Michigan 48375-1207 
 
 

Dear Ms. Hanson: 
 

We represent RJ Loomis Productions, LLC, a Michigan limited liability company (“RJ 
Loomis Productions”) in liquor licensing matters.  Enclosed please find RJ Loomis Productions’ 
City of Novi Liquor License Application.  

 
RJ Loomis Productions has entered into an Asset Purchase Agreement to purchase certain 

business assets from Steve & Rocky’s of Novi, Inc., a Michigan corporation (“Steve & Rocky’s) 
located at 43150 Grand River, Michigan (the “Premises”). The purchase includes the furniture, 
fixtures and equipment and goodwill of Steve & Rocky’s existing business, and its Resort Class C 
and SDM liquor license.  In connection with the purchase transaction, RJ Loomis Productions has 
filed an application with the Michigan Liquor Control Commission to transfer ownership of the 
liquor license, and for a Sunday Sales (AM and PM) Permit.   

 
RJ Loomis Production’s sole member is Robert Loomis. Mr. Loomis has been employed 

by Steve & Rocky’s since 2019 and has worked in the restaurant industry for over 40 years.   
 
The Premises is a free-standing building located at Grand River and Novi Road, and Steve 

& Rocky’s has operated at this location since 1999. RJ Loomis Productions has not yet selected a 
name for the new business.  However, it plans to continue Steve & Rocky’s long and distinguished 
tradition of operating an upscale restaurant with a relaxed atmosphere.  The hours of operation will 
be Monday through Thursday from noon to 9:00 p.m., Friday from noon to 10:00 p.m. and 
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. The restaurant will normally be closed on Sundays, but 
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may open for special events. The business may extend its hours based on customer demand. The 
restaurant’s capacity is posted at 241 patrons.      

 
 Enclosed for your review are the following: 
 

1. Liquor License Application (Questionnaires A & B); 
2. Site plan; 
3. Floor plan of the building; and 
4. Proposed Menu. 

In addition, we will have our client deliver to your office the application fee, payable to the 
City of Novi, in the amount of $1,210.00. We will submit Liquor License Application 
Questionnaire C and the associated attachments directly to the Novi Police Department. 

 Please consider all personal and business documents confidential, and please do not 
release any of this documentation to the public.    

 
We respectfully request that this matter be placed on an agenda for consideration by the 

Novi City Council as soon as possible.  Please let us know if you have any questions, or there is 
anything further you need to facilitate your review of this application.  Thank you for your 
assistance in this matter. 
 
      

Very truly yours, 
 
ADKISON, NEED, ALLEN, & RENTROP, PLLC 
 
 
 
Jessica Hallmark 

 
JAH/lbp 
Enclosures 
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Part of the Northwest ¼ of Section 23, Town 1 North, Range 8 East, City of Novi, Oakland County, 
Michigan described as commencing at the Northwest ¼ corner of said Section 23; thence along 
the North section line north 87 degrees 28 minutes 51 seconds east 936.65 feet and South 13 
degrees 38 minutes 41 seconds West 34.37 feet and North 87 degrees 28 minutes 51 seconds east 
269.15 feet to the point of beginning. Proceeding thence North 87 degrees 28 minutes 51 seconds 
East 166.35 feet; thence South 02 degrees 00 minutes 21 seconds West 290.21 feet; thence North 
73 degrees 44 minutes 04 seconds West 186.73 feet; thence North 01 degrees 50 minutes 38 
seconds East 285.82 feet; thence North 04 degrees 37 minutes 10 seconds East 111.40 feet to the 
point of beginning. 

Commonly known as: 43150 Grand River

Tax Id #22-23-105-001 













 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 18, 2023 

 

 

 

 
 

TO:            Cortney Hanson, City Clerk 

 

FROM:            Fire Marshal – Kevin Pierce 

 

SUBJECT: -Liquor Business License –  

                         RJ Loomis Productions, LLC (Steve and Rocky’s) 

 

A fire inspection has been conducted at the above business located at   

43150 Grand River, Novi, MI 48375, and the business has been found to 

be in compliance with the adopted fire prevention code.  The Liquor 

License for 2023 is recommended for Approval. 
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