
 

  CITY of NOVI CITY COUNCIL  
Agenda Item D         

August 12, 2019 
 
 

 
SUBJECT: Approval to purchase a Turn-Out Gear Washer/Extractor and Drying Cabinet from  

Universal Laundry Machinery, Westland, Michigan, sole source provider, in the amount of $23,054. 

 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  Public Safety – Fire Department 

 

CITY MANAGER APPROVAL:   

  

EXPENDITURE REQUIRED $23,054 

AMOUNT BUDGETED $39,500 

APPROPRIATION REQUIRED N/A 

LINE ITEM NUMBER 101-337.00-982.000 

 

 

 BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

 

Approved in the 2019-20 Budget was the purchase of one (1) NFPA compliant Turn-out Gear  

Washer/Extractor and one (1) NFPA compliant Dryer. One of the most important safety  

resources for firefighters is PPE (Personal Protective Equipment).  PPE consists of a  

firefighter’s turnout gear which should be maintained in compliance with national  

standards.  NFPA 1851: Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Structural  

Firefighting Protective Ensembles outlines the appropriate care and maintenance of  

turnout gear.  

 

The current washer/extractor unit at fire station #4 was installed in 2003, and has  

surpassed its useful life span. Firefighter protective clothing must be kept clean to ensure  

its proper performance.  Dirty gear carries less insulation, is more likely to conduct heat  

and electricity, lacks liquid shedding properties, and can become potentially flammable.   

Moreover, many fire ground contaminants are carcinogens and skin toxic chemicals.   

Turnout clothing needs to be cleaned regularly to prevent these problems.  

 

The chosen company (UniMac) has created the FireLinc technology which will be  

required by NFPA.  The system employs a tablet and barcode system which tracks  

inventory, regular maintenance, and exports the history to a spreadsheet for easy  

auditing.   
 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approval to purchase a Turn-Out Gear Washer/Extractor and Drying  

Cabinet from Universal Laundry Machinery, Westland, Michigan, sole source provider, in the  

amount of $23,054. 

 

 

 












