
_______________________________________________________________________________________

FOR: City of Novi Zoning Board of Appeals ZONING BOARD APPEALS DATE: February 14, 2017

REGARDING: 44000 GRAND RIVER AVE (50-22-15-402-002) PZ16-0058
BY: Larry Butler, Deputy Director Community Development
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Applicant
SIGNWORKS OF MICHIGAN, LLC

Variance Type
SIGN VARIANCE

Property Characteristics
Zoning District: I-2 (General Industrial)
Location: north of Grand River Ave and west of Novi Road
Parcel #: 50-22-15-402-002

Request
The applicant is requesting a variance from the City of Novi Code of Ordinance; Section 28-5(3) to 
allow installation of two 174 square foot wall signs. This property is zoned I-2 (GENERAL INDUSTRIAL).

The request is for (2) additional wall signs for a very large facility with a great deal of road frontage.  
Signs of 120 square feet each were approved at the December 2016 meeting in accordance with the 
notice.  Staff supports the request as the site is unique.

The Zoning Board of Appeals may take one of the following actions:

1. I move that we grant the variance in Case No. PZ16-0058, sought by 
__________________________________________________________________________, for
_________________________________________________ because Petitioner has shown practical 
difficulty requiring _____________________________________________________.

(a) Without the variance  Petitioner will be unreasonably prevented or limited with respect 
to use of the property because________________________________
_________________________________________________________________.

(b) The property is unique because_______________________________________
_________________________________________________________________.

(c) Petitioner did not create the condition because__________________________
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_________________________________________________________________.

(d) The relief granted will not unreasonably interfere with adjacent or surrounding 
properties because_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________.

(e) The relief if consistent with the spirit and intent of the ordinance because 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________.

(f) The variance granted is subject to:

1.________________________________________________________________.

2.________________________________________________________________.

3.________________________________________________________________.

4.________________________________________________________________.

 
2. I move that we deny the variance in Case No. PZ16-0058, sought by 

_____________________________________________________________________________, 
for_________________________________________________ because Petitioner has not shown 
practical difficulty requiring ______________________________________________________________.

(a) The circumstances and features of the property 
including_____________________________________________ are not unique because they 
exist generally throughout the City.

(b) The circumstances and features of the property relating to the variance request are 
self-created because_____________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________.

(c) The failure to grant relief will result in mere inconvenience or inability to attain higher 
economic or financial return based on Petitioners statements that 
__________________________________.

(d) The variance would result in interference with the adjacent and surrounding properties 
by______________________________________.

(e) Granting the variance would be inconsistent with the spirit and intent of the ordinance  
to______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________. 

Should you have any further questions with regards to the matter please feel free to contact me at 
(248) 347-0417.

Larry Butler
Deputy Director Community Development
City of Novi







 
 
 
 
November 1, 2016 
 
 
 
City of Novi 
Community Development Department 
45175 Ten Mile Road 
Novi, MI  48375 
 
RE: Review Standards Sign Ordinance for Comau Industries, 44000 Grand 
River Avenue, Novi, MI 
 
Standard #1.   
 
This Application of Sign Ordinance Appeal is to request installation of two 
illuminated sign cabinets at Comau Industries per the attached drawing. 
 
Comau Industries has been growing and expanding in the Detroit area.    
They have a branded logo and have created a consistent appearance with 
their signage at their multiple locations.  Comau would like to keep this 
uniformity with their exterior signage and increase their visibility by adding 
signage along Highway 96. 
 
Their building faces Highway 96 on the north and east elevations.  
Westbound traffic on Highway 96 faces the East elevation and eastbound on 
Highway 96 see only north elevation.  Due to the positioning of the building 
we are requesting signage on both the North and East elevations so the 
signage will be visible to all of the vehicular traffic.  If only one sign were 
allowed, half of all travelers would not be able to see it. 
 
The size of the Comau Industries is much larger than the standard building.   
Encompassing 153,900 square feet, Comau has 855 lineal feet along 
Highway 96, and the building is 180 feet wide.  The building is nearly 3/16 
of a mile long.   We are requesting (2) signs due to the vast nature of the 
building size.  In addition, each proposed sign is 12’w, 174 sf. 
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Sign Ordinance Appeal for Comau Industries 
 
Standard #2.   
Comau Industries encompasses a large footprint in the City of Novi with 
substantial employment opportunities.  We would like to increase the 
visibility of their location.  Their current signage is only a standard 
monument sign along Grand River Avenue. 
 
Standard #3. 
Signage is allowed on buildings along Highway 96.  One sign is allowed, 
and the size of the sign is based on the distance from the highway, up to 250 
square feet.  Comau is allowed (1) 100sf sign.  Due to the position of the 
building on the lot, and the size of the building, we are requesting (2) signs 
that over the standard allowance. 
 
In summary, we are requesting a size and quantity variance for these exterior 
signs.  We appreciate your consideration regarding this matter. 
 
Please let me know if there is anything further that you need.  Thank you 
again for your assistance with this.  
 
 
 
Ann Frass 
Signworks 
 








