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Preface
Inspiration for the body of information found in this document came as a result of the formetion of the

. Park Maintenance Standards Project in 1979. Founded as a joint professionai effort between the American
Park and Recreation Society and the National Society for Park Resources, co-chairmen were appointed.
Ron Donahue represented APRS and Art Wilcox represented NSPR. This document represents a combina
tion of three major study areas: Maintenance Standards Classification System, ProductivitY Standards and
a Giossary of Park Maintenance Terms. Each major section had an author or authors which appears in the
credits. Actually more than 600 people contributed in some way to the finished product. Some of the re
search and recommendations will be original. Most of the material used is not. So much material was ex
amined that it may in fact be almost impossible to credit the original contributor. The very slowness of the
project and the vast numbers of contributors have only served to produce a document which has had con
siderable examination. It is hoped that the information contained in this effort will become accepted by
the Park and Recreation profession as benchmark data. It then will be used to standardize approaches to
maintenance and eventually provide some cost data which is comparable between agencies.

Ron Donahue
Superintendent of Parks
'City of Boulder, Colorado
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