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In the summer of 1997, the Tim Pope Memorial Play Structure was constructed near the Eight Mile
Rd. entrance of ITC Community Sports Park. The structure was a custom community build project
made primarily of Chromated Cappel' Arsenate (CCA), treated southern yellow pine. Design of the
structure included two play areas with age specific events. The first is a tot lot with equipment for
children ages 2-5, and the second is designed for children ages 5-12. Both areas include swings,
climbers. bridges and platforms.

The list below is a general overview of the functions performed by our crews to insure the structul'e
is safe fOI' users. The parks department has utilized funds primarily from its personnel and
operation budgets to perform these tasks.

• Trash and litter pick-up -- Daily
• Pest exterminations (wasps and hornets) - Annually (as necessary)
• Replacement of "S" hooks - Annually (as necessary)
• Addition of Wood Fines (Safety SLlliacing) - Annually (as necessary)
• Replacement of vandalized spindles -- Annually
• Repair of broken benches -- Annually
• Addition of sand in boxes - Annually
o Repair of nail pops and loose fastening hal'dware - Annually
• Replacement of swing seats - 2000, 2002, 2004, 2005, 2007
• Completion of donation pickets - 1997 - 2003
• Addition of three laminated family picnic tables --2000
o Complete removal of a 11azard sugar maple - 2001
• Repair of tire swing - 2002 - 2006 (Required frequent repair)
o Paltial removal of a Black Walnut located in the center of the structure. - 2004
• Complete Removal of Walnut in 2008
o Repair of elevated suspension bridge - 2004 - 2007 (Requires frequent repair)
• Rebuild all chain climbers (new chain and rubber hosing) - 2005
o Addition of 200 feet of custom picket fencing encompassing the structure -- 2006
• Removal of tot lot climber (chain climbers destroyed wood framing) -- 2006
• Removal of tot lot spring rockers (Plastic cracked, handles vandalized) - 2006
• Removal of hazard rubber belt bridge -- 2006



General Maintenance List Cont
• Replaced suspension bridge with decking walkway -- 2006
• Replacement of tot lot climber -- 2006
• Replacement of tot lot spring rockers -- 2006
• Replacement of tire swing and mechanical components -- 2006
• Purchase and installation of safety matting under tire swing -- 2006
• Volunteer clean-up and maintenance days, Omoron Corporation - 2006, 2007, 2008
• Entryway landscaping - 2006
• Addition of accessible parking locations and signage - 2006
• Replaced track and trolley ride chain to less than T' - 2008
• Tightened swing hangers to the stabilizing beam - 2008

The wooden structure continues to require maintenance and resources as it ages. To date the
unit is one of the most Ileavily utilized structures in our system. However, its accessibility and
maintenance frequency continue to utilize resources. As the structure ages the metal chains,
bolts, and wooden suppolis become worn, and the need for increased custom maintenance
continues to grow.

On April 2, 2008 a comprehensive independent audit was completed by Site Masters Inc. of
Cincinnati, Ohio. The audit was based on recommendations of the ASTM F1487-07 Standard
Performance Safety Specification for Public Use Playground Equipment, and the surfacing was
evaluated using criteria set fOlih by the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC). In
addition to the ASTM and CPSC repOlis, an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), evaluation
was also performed.

This 2008 audit identified seven areas of immediate concern they are as follows:

1) The protective sUlfacing is significantly below its designed depth and may in fact not
provide the attenuation required for compliance, in particularlhe areas underlhe swing
seats. FUl1her the lack of prolective sudacing under the slide exit regions creates a
potential problem, as the exit areas are to far above the protective sudacing. Seconclly,
Ihe lack of sudacing and maintenance prevent the full use of the play area by the people
using mobility devices.

Action: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services staff restored surfacing to adequate /
depth markings as part of an annual maintenance program

2) The truck climber in Ihe Tal Area has a serious protrusion because the woodheadlamp
is broken, and Ihe fastening harelware is fully exposed.

Action: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services staff removed tile protl'llsion hazard V

3) There are exposed concrete footers arounel the two racing car spling lays.
Action: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services staff restored surfacing to adequate../
depth as part of an annual maintenance program

4) The Track!Trolley Ride hand grip is a suspended item that is 1'101 compliant and needs to
be raisee! 10 have no more Ihan 7 inches of clwin.

Action: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services staff sholtened the Chain to <7 inches. ./
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5) The swing hangers in the 5-12 area need to be tightened to the wood beam or replaced.
AcUon: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services staff tightened swing hangers to the ../
stabilizing beam.

6) As designed the structure is not compliant with Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA)/Architectural Barriers Act (ABA) anel wilhout a significant investment in redesign
and construction it never will be.

Action: Submitted for Capital Outlay Project Replacement (Not Funded), Submitted for '[1
DNR Grant Funding (Denied)

7) Tile cone!ition of (what is IJelieved to IJe soulhem yellow pine eeA trealee!) the wood on
most of Ihe equipment, including the structural members, railings and encfosures
requires significant refurbishing.

Action: As decks and railings become worn from wearing against metal components, or
are vandalized, staff replaces the custom paris with composite materials. It is suggested 0
that the wooden portions of the structure are coated with approximately $3000.00 of
sealer every 12 months. Application of this material is being evaluated for use as the
structure ages.

The Department of Public Services continues to inspect and maintain the Tim Pope Play
Structure, as it does with all other play units contained in the parks system. We are always
looking for assistance with any parks maintenance projects. The department has initiated
conversations with Eagle Scout candidates to see if they would be willing to assist in coating our
wooden structure, as well as, receiving quotes from contractors to supply the materials and
perform the work.

As of March 25, 2009 The Tim Pope Memorial account has a balance of $3,359.53. It is the *
department's intent to exllaust IIlese funds toward tile sealing of the structure in tile spring of
2009, which if contracted is estimated to cost between $5000 and $7000.

Many communities across the country have considered replacing their wooden structures for
mUltiple maintenance, CCA, and accessibility reasons. These communities have worked with ~D
some of the original organizations who built the initial structure to raise funds for replacement of
modern and maintenance friendly units provided by numerous companies (Please see the
attached article).
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