MEMORANDUM

TO: RANDY AULER, DIRECTOR OF; PARKS, RECREATION AND
CULTURAL SERVICES [ (ol .

\ 1] ROB HAYES, DIREGTOR OF PUBLIC SERVIGES /
\ Y CITY ENGINEER

FROM: MATT WIKTOROWSKI, FIELD OPERATIONS SENIOR

INOVT MANAGER e o i S0 ek
ol SUBJECT: TIM POPE PLAY STRUCTURE MAINTENANCE UPDATE
. MAR 3-’“'“‘
DATE:  MARCH 24, 2009 ﬂ‘gﬂ Gy
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In the summer of 1997, the Tim Pope Memorial Play Structure was constructed near the Eight Mile
Rd. entrance of ITC Community Sports Park. The structure was a custom community build project
made primarily of Chromated Copper Arsenate (CCA), treated southern yellow pine. Design of the
structure included two play areas with age specific events. The first is a tot lot with equipment for
children ages 2-5, and the second is designed for children ages 5-12. Both areas include swings,
climbers, bridges and platforms.

The list below is a general overview of the functions performed by our crews to insure the structure
is safe for users. The parks department has utilized funds primarily from its personnel and
operation budgels to perform these tasks.

Trash and litter pick-up -- Daily

Pest exterminations (wasps and hornets) — Annually (as necessary)
Replacement of “S" hooks — Annually (as necessary)

Addition of Wood Fines (Safety Surfacing) — Annually (as necessary)
Replacement of vandalized spindles -- Annually

Repair of broken benches -- Annually

Addition of sand in boxes — Annually

Repair of nail pops and loose fastening hardware — Annually

Replacement of swing seats — 2000, 2002, 2004, 2005, 2007

Completion of donation pickets — 1997 - 2003

Addition of three laminated fanuly picnic tables --2000

Complete removal of a hazard sugar maple = 2001

Repair of tire swing — 2002 — 2006 (Required frequent repair)

Partial removal of a Black Walnut located in the center of the structure. — 2004
Complete Removal of Walnut in 2008

Repair of elevated suspension bridge - 2004 — 2007 (Requires frequent repair)
Rebuild all chain climbers (new chain and rubber hosing) — 20056

Addition of 200 feet of custom picket fencing encompassing the structure -- 2006
Removal of tot lot climber (chain climbers destroyed wood framing) -- 2006
Removal of tot lot spring rockers (Plastic cracked, handles vandalized) — 2006
Removal of hazard rubber helt bridge -- 2006
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General Maintenance List Cont

Replaced suspension bridge with decking walkway -- 20068
Replacement of tot lot climber -- 2006

Replacement of tot lot spring rockers -- 2006

Replacement of tire swing and mechanical components -- 2006
Purchase and installation of safety matting under tire swing -- 2006
Volunteer clean-up and maintenance days, Omoron Corporation — 2006, 2007, 2008
Entryway landscaping — 2006

Addition of accessible parking locations and signage — 2006
Replaced track and trolley ride chain to less than 7" — 2008
Tightened swing hangers to the stabilizing beam — 2008

The wooden structure continues to require maintenance and resources as it ages. To date lthe
unit is one of the most heavily utilized structures in our system. However, its accessibility and
maintenance frequency continue to utilize resources. As the structure ages the metal chains,
bolts, and wooden supports become worn, and the need for increased custom maintenance

continues to grow,

On April 2, 2008 a comprehensive independent audit was completed by Site Masters Inc. of
Cincinnati, Ohio. The audit was based on recommendations of the ASTM F1487-07 Standard
Performance Safety Specification for Public Use Playground Equipment, and the surfacing was
evaluated using criteria set forth by the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC). In
addition to the ASTM and CPSC reports, an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), evaluation
was also performed.

This 2008 audit identified seven areas of immediate concern they are as follows:
S me——

1) The proteclive surfacing is significantly below its designed depth and may in facl not
provide the attenuation required for compliance, in particular the areas under the swing
seats. Further the lack of protective surfacing under the slicle exit regions crealtes a
potential probfem, as the exit areas are to far above the protective surfacing. Secondly,
the lack of surfacing and maintenance prevent the full use of the play area by the people
using mobhility devices.

Action: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services staff restored surfacing to adequate /

depth markings as part of an annual maintenance program

2) The truck climber in the Tot Area has a serious protrusion because the wood headlamp
is broken, and the fastening hardware is fully exposed.
Action: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services staff removed the protrusion hazard 1/

3) There are exposed concrete footers around the two racing car spring loys.
Action: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services staff restored surfacing to adequate , /
depth as part of an annual maintenance program

4) The Track/Trolley Ride hand grip is a suspended item that is not compliant and needs to
be raised to have no more than 7 inches of chain.
Action: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services staff shortened the Chain to <7 inches. \/



5) The swing hangers in the 5-12 area need to be lightened to the wood beam or replaced.
Action: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services staif tightened swing hangers to the ./
stabilizing beam.

6) As designed the structure is not compliant with Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA)/Architectural Barriers Act (ABA) and without a significant investment in redesign
and construction it never will be.

Action: Submitted for Capital Outlay Project Replacement (Not Funded), Submitted for E]

DNR Grant Funding (Denied)

7) The condition of (what is believed to be southern yellow pine CCA lreated) the wood on
most of the equipment, including the structural members, railings and enclosures
requires significant refurbishing.
Action: As decks and railings become worn from wearing against metal components, or
are vandalized, staff replaces the custom parts with composite materials. It is suggested D
that the wooden portions of the structure are coated with approximately $3000.00 of
sealer every 12 months. Application of this material is being evaluated for use as the
structure ages.

The Department of Public Services continues to inspect and maintain the Tim Pope Play
Structure, as it does with all other play units contained in the parks system. We are always
looking for assistance with any parks maintenance projects. The department has initiated
conversations with Eagle Scout candidates to see if they would be willing to assist in coating our
wooden structure, as well as, receiving quotes from contractors to supply the materials and
perform the work.

As of March 25, 2009 The Tim Pope Memorial account has a balance of $3,359.53. It is the ;}e
department's intent to exhaust these funds toward the sealing of the structure in the spring of
2009, which if contracted is estimated to cost between $5000 and $7000.

Many communities across the country have considered replacing their wooden structures for

multiple maintenance, CCA, and accessibility reasons. These communities have worked with \
some of the ariginal organizations who built the initial structure to raise funds for replacement o-f/

modern and maintenance friendly units provided by numerous companies (Please see the
attached article).
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The Leathers Playgronumd was designed
Jrom ihe imaginations of the children
of Wilson Ilementary, which includes

some local touches like the replica of the
Clarvallis courthouse lewer



Oregon community pulls together...again

Pliotos and Story by Brady L. Kay

Fi e vnieivial Weldoa Lol

C 0 Doil by valunteess in 1989
Wilson Flementary School.
where the chisborate wooden strmctore
ciel double-chny s playgronnd Tor the
schoal i the community. The Leath-
crs & Assoctates plaveround served the
community well i Corvallis, Owve, b

Fast vear it had o be disnaled Tor

salety peasons alter nearly T8 vears of

continual nse.

Towas then ap 1o a wroup ol neigh-
hows, Wilson school students and par-
eits, and those i this Oregon commu-
HHA o T o conmitiee 1o rivdse money,
design and build anew play straetoye,

The fst step [or the ciye and school

dlistrict was (o learn the pew salely codes
tha had changed since Luilding the fira
plavg round,

This commnittee vaised SBO,000 10 he-
gin the project and once agam, Leai-
ers & Associntes of B, NUY. was
hired to Lictliae the design, organize
andd constraet the new Wildea Park.
The playground/park wias designed

lrom the imaginations ol the sadents
and includes same local wuches hke
the veplica ol the Corvallis courthouse
tower that s the [ocal |J|1illl ol the |'ll-'l}'
sthruciire.

Painted on the climbing wall is the
Three Sisters menmain range that adds
local Havor 1o the park's design, The

Wy playyroundniag com

Thrce Sisters wre three voleanic peaks
ol the Casende Voleanie Ase and the
Cascade Range in Oregon and e the
deal hackground for a chimbing wall,
Leathers incorporated the children’s
idens into the design, which was Taalt
vncder the supervision ol the New York-
hased numufieiurer by over o thousand
volunteers e this close-nit community,

The voluneer genersl coordinator
lor the project was Mark Hollman whao
works at the Depariment o Nutrition
& Exercise Soiences at Ovegon State
Uiniversity,

W diked the commumity-hbald”
aspect ser that’s why we comacted Leath-
ers again.” explaing Hollan, “ They
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Fainted on the climling wall is the
Three Sisters mountain vange thal adds
tocal flaver to the park’s design. The
Three Sisters are three volcanic peaks
of the Caseade Voleanic Are and the
Cuseade Range in Oregon—and form the
ideal backgrownd for a cdlimbing wall.




more than et onr expeciations ad we
Ltrewy going in wha adetailed-oriened
company dhey are”

Ulvongh ether Tundvaising effonts,
cortions and sponsarships, the com-
rniny was able w come up with the
additional money needed o complie
the S260.000 play strocture in June of
last year The T2.000-square-loot play-
gronnich even has i todddler section, s
acompletely fenved-in o Tot, which s o
new plavground standawd where events
fer vounger kids need to be separited
(o events Tor older kids,” Heflman
sl

Onther unigue play Teanwres include
the DNA Climber that is hased on the
DNA double helix spiral graphic symbol
and is a Fvorite for kids whao love 1o
climb.

The enstom, one-ol=a-kind designs
areavademark of Leathers & Assoui-
ates as i strives o build playgrounds
thit are unigue 1 cach community that

i works with diveaily,

Ny commuaity groups helped in
lundraising as children and the commm-
nity collecred 1O million penmnies and
covereel the gym floor at Wilson School.

Tl Corvallis Rotary Cluly conducted
acsilent anciion and dance with Johony
Lambo and the Lugnuis, which vadsed
15,000, Collecting hottles andl cans, a
guilt show and spagheti dinner swere
some ol the other Tundradsing elfors,
Volimteers were gronped into com-
mittees defined as public relaions,
volunteers, oo, childeare, wols andd
children vepresemarives. When the
time came to huild the park, volunteers
were assigneed diies according to theiy
experiise. Some used loaned hanuners
and savws o do the actwald building, some

o

(s

|

v playgroundrnag,.corn

sancledd or paimed, same prepaned foad

for the volunteers and some ook care ol

the childven so adults could wark fowr-
hour shilis. The entive park was built in
five days and the community celebrated
s completion, The new plavgrowid
is constructed witl reeycled stroctural
plastic and plastic composite Tumber,
making it mach move maintenance-
Iriendly than the previous plavaround
Built with pressured-treated Jumber:
Leathers & Assocines s a compiny
that helps with evervibing lrom the
playground design o arganizing the
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Wilson Elementary Principal Joff
Brew takes s tnrmon the DNA Climber
with students from his school. Brew is
happy the new playground is busy all the
time with students as well as other kids

fiam the Ovegon community,
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