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CITY of NOVI CITY COUNCil

Agenda Item 3
September 13, 2010

SUBJECT: Consideration of Novi Television Government Access Channel Policy.

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Neighborhood and Business Relations

CITY MANAGER APPROVAW

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

To continue to provide the Novi community with quality television programming and guide
Novi television production priorities, a Novi Television Government Access Channel Policy has
been developed.

The Policy details allowable and prohibited programming, programming sources, political and
election coverage, retention and duplication procedures, underwriting, and several other items
specific to television operations.

The proposed Novi Television Government Access Channel Policy previously shared is attached
for your consideration and approval. if desired.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Consideration of Novi Television Government Access Channel Policy.
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MEMORANDUM

CLAY J. PEARSON, CITY MANAGER

SHERYL WALSH, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNEL POLICY

AUGUST 31. 2010

Trle City of Novi, throllgh an intergovernmen1-a1 ogreement with the Cities of Farming. nand
FarmingWn I-II lis, hosts video production for Novi Television at SWOCC Studios. Novl TeleVision
is broadcast on Bright House Networks Channei 13 and AT&T'$ U-Verse Channel 99. Novi
employs one full·time Video ProdUction Special and one port4ime Production Intern through
a contract with SWOCe. Novladditionally employs audiovisual staff on a part-time basis to
coordinate "live" meeting broadcasts at the Civic Center.

The Novi production team manqges a rqnge of promotional, bllSiness, informational. and
event coverage for Novi Television. The Novi TeleVision monthly line-up includes:

• Update Novi • Beyond Books
• Novi Unplugged • Corporate Review
• The Briefing Room • BuslnessAvenue
• Fire House No.VI • Common Knowledge & Common Knowledge Update

Special/quarterly programming includes:
• Anatomy of the City • The Green Zone
• Employee Recognition • State of the City montage
• Memoriol Day Parade • Novl University Development Courses

Live coverage.of Public Meetings at the Novi Civic Center
• City Council Meetings
• Planning Commission
• Zoning Board of Appe.als
• Parks, Recreation & CUltural Services Commission
• Library Board

Attached is a one-week overview of the variety of programs at various stag8sof production. ;(-

~/I
r0 conti.nue to p.rovlde t.he. NO..v.I c.o.'.mmunity. with quality televISlo..n. pr..ogramming. and guide

. Novl television production priorities, a draft Novl Television Government Access Channel
. , Polley has been developed City Attorney Tom Schultz has reviewed the document and his.~1 reco.m.men.dations he.ve been Incorporated Into the. attached .draft policy. I respectfully

request this item be placed on the September 13, 2010 City Council agenda for
consideration.

l If you have any questions, please let me know.

c: Caren Collins, Executive Director, SWOCC Studios



NOVI TElEVISION
GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNel POLICY

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the City of Novi Government Access Channel Is to make local
government more accessible by providing information about the operations and
activities of the City and other locai government agencies in a non-editorialized
format. The channel Is operated by the City and ali programs on the channel
are produced and/or chosen by the City or on its behalf for purposes of
communicating to Novi residents and businesses,

PROGRAMMING
Programming is provided to subscrib.ers on the Bright House and AT&T video
seNlce syst'ems and any additional cable provider that may enter the City.

To meet Its mission, tile Ciiy of Novi GOYlSlrnment Access Channel will include, but
not be limited to the foliowlng:

• Emergency Information;
• Official Public Meeting coverage;
• Produced programs on local current eV'i1nts, speclql events, city

happenings, community issues, government services, and human interest
stories;

• Character-generate.d bulietin board information;
• Local, county, statEl, and federai government programming; and
• Public Service Announcements,

Use of City and/or SWOCC Studios production equipment (other tllan Public
Access equlpment)shali be restricted to Government Access related activities
and shali also be limited to use by City or SWOCCemployees, interns, and
volunteers under the supeNision of City and SWOCC employees,

PROGRAMMING SOURCES
LIVE - Live coverage of public meetings conducted in a venue Where a
connection is available to the cable operator.

VIDEOTAPED - Programs taped on location or at SWOCC StUdios.

EDITED PROGRAMMING - Programs taped on location and edited for cabiecast.

CHARACTER GENERATOR - City information, messages, and press releases from
relevant non-profit source.s included on the bulletin board. Such materials wili be
edited as needed to conform to the space and technical limitations of the
system.

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS - Pre-produced PSAs from the Ad Council or
other non-profit organizations.
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TI,rougll a mulH-jurisdictional agreement SWOCC Studios produces and provides
programming and playback for the City of Novl Government Acce.ss Channel.
The City may also hire dedicated staff or outsource for production needs,
Programming from outside sourc:es may be considered for cablecasting by the
Director of Communications or his/her designee,

The City may collaborate witl, other cities (through SWOCC Studios), public
agencies, and similar organizot'ions to develop programming,

PROHIBITED PROGRAMMING
Tl,e Government Access Channei Is a non-profit, non-commercial venue Iimi1'ed
to use by or on behalf of the City. It Is not a PUblic Access Cilannei. As such, the
following are prohibited on the Government Access Channel:

• Commercial advertising or prodUct endorsement;
• Obscenity, pornography, and Indecent material;
• Programming that Is defamatory;
• Programming that endorses a particular candidate; ballot issue, or issue

before the City Council or other governmental body or agency;
• Lotteries, gambling, or other games mentioning prizes;
• Programming advocating a partiCUlar religious point of view;
• Programming that violates local, state, or federal.laws or FCC regulations;
• Political campaigning and endorsements, exceptprograms Where

treatment is fair andeqi.Jitable and subject to the conditions set forth in
POLITICAL AND ELECTION COVERAGE below;

Programming may also be denied or removed from the Government Access
cl,dnnel if it does not meet technical standards;

PROGRAM INITIATION AND APPROVAL
The City of Novi is the sole producer/provider of all content shown on the City of
Novl Government Access Channel. The Chahnel shall be exclusively a medium
for broadcasting City programming. Nothing contained herein is intended, nor
shall it be construed to create a public forum for purposes of exercising free
speech rights or other First Amendment rights under 'the United States
Constitution or any similar rights under the Constitution of the State of Michigan.

Programming assighments and approval sllall Come through the Director of
Communications or his/her designee,

COPYRIGHT
All regular City of Novi Government Access productions (e.g" meetings) and all
special vid"o works produced by the City or SWOCC Studios for the City, will be
under the copyright control of the City of Novi.

Written clearance of any copyrighted progrqmming or material used in q

program must be obtained prior to cablecast on the Government Access
Channel.

POLITICAL AND ElECTION COVERAGE
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Canoioates for election one-election to a publicly-helO office shali not be
provioeo access to or use of the Government Access Channel for a period of
one month prior to an election relating to such office, wit'h the folloWing
exceptions:

• Appearances of canOidates at government meetings or as may
InciOentaliy occur in j'he performance of their official dulies;

• Special eiection programming that provides fair and equitable treatment,
such as CahdidateSpotlights,oebates, and other forums, in which all
similarly-situated candldaj'es for j'he given office are invited to participate
in tl,e coverage (regardless of whether all candidates in fad participate).

Direct access to the Channel for individual candidateswill not be provided. The
City of Novi may provide informaJional programming on ballot issues. without the
expectation of providing programming from all sides of an issue. Election results
may be broadcast on the Channel.

EDITING
All public meetings will be covered gavel-to-gavel to the extent possible. No
editing shall be performed, except:

1, Addition of title and credit' pages for cable casting of taped replay;
2. Coverage lost due to technical issues;
3. PerioOs of recess may be edited oul'. Insertion of character generator,

computer graphic Information, and visual aids pertaining directly j'o the
meeting agenda is permitted.

PROGRAM RETENTION
Videotapes or otl,er storeO versions of meetings are intended for cablecasting
purposes only and si,all NOT be considered the official record or minutes of the
meeting. Videotapes or other stored versions of meetings may be erased or
disposed of as provided by law, The City shall not' be held responsible for
accidental erasure of meeting tapes.

swaCCStudlos retains some programming fOithe City of NovL but there is no
guarantee on the length of playback or retention.

PROGRAM DUPLICATION
Duplication of programs may be possible, to the extent Videotapes or other
stored versions of the programs exist tllrough swacc Studios, A reasonable fee
reflecting the cost of such duplication will be chargeO, and the Freedom of
InformaHon Act may apply to certain requests. The City of Novlmay waive the
copy fee for meOia outlets in exchange for a courtesy creOit 10entifying the City
or swacc StuOios as the vlOeo source.

PROGRAMMING HOURS
Programs and bulletin boarO Information will be available on the City ofNovl
Government Access Channel 24 hours a Oay, each day of the year. Regular
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programming may be Interrupted for emergency or special programs at the
Director of Communications' or his/her designees' direction,

Programs are subject to repeat cablecasi'ings,

Certain programs may also be avaHable on the City of Novi web site and on the
SWOCC Studios Video-on-Demand applioation,

UNDERWRITING
Underwriting (I.e" the contribution of goods, sEwices, in-kind contributions and/or
money) may be used to support Government Access Channei Production
through SWOCC Studios,

Contribut'ors may be recognized in the program credits In any format that follows
the Publio Television UnderwriJing Guidelines,

The sponsor does not exercise edltoriai control over the content of any portion of
the Government Access Channel's programming or SllOWS,

The City reserves the right to refuse underwriting support from any entity,
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WEEK OF: August 16p 20

Pre-Production

Production

Post-Production

Farmington'Hil.Js

·Seedling~,:J~:n:danQ~red.Plants'-~:md Animals
" Seed!ings:"'Mq~hroomHunt
• Seedling,s: Bees

"i\4YG.(Sludio A)

':Ti-ai(Tours

"'S'e¢dJings: R.ouge'Education ProjeCt
"WorKs: Airea -
* BC9,: Commiss"lon on Agtng.'ry;VC,,'EPC
+FH-G;olf Driving Course'Promo

'¥



Pre~Prod_uctjon

Production

Post-Production

j
swace ProductiQns;

(£=6r more fhan one:City)

• SWQC'C' ArouocllheBlock (FH, Farm, Novi)
.. Spedal__Eve,nts:,C(Jver~ge'{fH,_ Farm. Novi}
• Candidate,Spollights(EleClion Coverage' (RH, Farm -and.Novi)
"Business BuUders; :c.omer: $<;lptember(FHandParm)
.. Special Events: Michi~_an/~SU'FamilyTaHg'ateParty(Farm.l=H)
.. Special Events: Ghost-Hunt (Farm. FH)
.. 50ecial Events: H?y p~Y(Farrn' FH)
.. Special Event$". Fall Cl?s.slc5k (Farm, FH)
.. ,Sp.ecial EventS, Full Moo,.! Hike (Farm. FH)
., Special EVents: Cathedral f;}:hibit at Holpcause Ml?'morial (Farm, FH)
.. slt!As: Holocaust Memorial MU,seum (Farm, PH)
.. SWAB: Real vs Artificial Trees (Farm. FH. NoVt)
.. SWAB: Local HerblisVNalure: Remedies
• SWAB: Various Holiday Coverage (Farm, FJ1; Novi)
• Special Event: Fall for Novi (Novii)

• Special Events: Longacre Luau (FH. Farm)
• Ribbon Cultlng: Bellis Day Spa (Farm)
• Special Events'i,Marshmallow Fly and Fry (Farm, FH)


