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" DETROIT — A time machine -
wasn't nécessary for Novi-
Detroit Catholic Central to trn
back the clock in its Division
1 state football final against
- Sterling Heights Stevenson on
Saturday.

- all that was needed to reverse .
" time; -

Inan era where spread :

_ offenses and high-octane pass-
- ing attacks are the fad in high
school football, the Shamrocks
used “old schipol” methods to
win yet another state title,
Behind a dominant rush-

ing attack and stellar defense,

Catholic Centrals playwas . -

Novi Detroit Catholic Cent. 31
Sterting His. Stevenson 21

Journal Register News Servnce/DAVlD DALTON

Novi Detroit Catholic Central’s Butch Herzog (42) and the No. 1-ranked Shamrocks celebrate Salurday’s 3 -21 win over Sierﬁng Helghts Stevenson. It's the
10th state title for the Shamrocks but the flrst smce movmg to thenr new campus in Novi,

CC fwms title No. 10

Grind-it-out offense, sterling defense
allows _Shamrocks to stitle Stevenson

. the Shamrocks won the1r 10th

state title with a 31-21 win over
Stevenson, in the process turn-

ing the most highly-anticipated

high schiool football game of .
the year into a mostly one-sided
affair.

“That's the way weplay =~
football,” Cathelic Central bead
coach Tom Mach said. “They
can have their spreads and do .

- whatever they want. It was
* important for us to control the

football because we can’t score

. as fast as they can score, so we
_ had to keep them off the field.”

The Shamrocks did a master-
ful job of doing that thanks to
their punishing ground game,
which produced 360 yards on 63

East Grand Rapids 24
Orchard Lake St, Mury's 21

carries, compared to a net loss
of 5yards on six attempts for
pass-happy Stevenson,

Senior running back :
Anthony Capatina ran for 189
yards and two touchdowns on
20 carries, while senior full-

" back Niko Palazeti ran for 146

yards and two touchdowns on
34 carries.

Becduse of the way Catholic
Central ran the ball, it pos-

- sessed the football for 35'24 of

the48-minute game.

. Defensively, Catholic Central
did what noteam around the
state has been able do the last
two years
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‘prospects, but with one really good high school football

Traverse City St f‘1~unc§s 12
Hudson . )

Shamrocks wm
Well-deserved tltle

Emorr
or NoviDetroit Catholic .
- Central, each high school
football season starts with an
‘extraordinary expectation,
The Shamrocks have
been so good for so long, each sea-
son pretty much begins not only
with the thought of reaching the
Division 1 state championship
game, but winning it.
v Catholic Central won its 10th .
state championship Saturday
with a 31-21 victory over Sterling
Heights Stevenson at Ford Field.

It hadn’t been that long since the Shamrocks won
their most recent state title — just 2003. Yet, by Catholic
Central’s lofty standards, it had beeneons. .

The Shamrocks did it by being a deep football team,
notone necessarily loaded with Division I college
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player after another hitting Stevenson in waves.
Solid. Fundamental. Strong.
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The Shamrocks made Stevenson
senior quarterback Jason Fracassa,
the state’s all-time career passing
leader, look confused and flustered.
Fracassa threw for 293 yards and two
touchdowns, but he only completed
15 of his 34 passes and threw two-
interceptions. ’

" “Their secondary was faster than
we thought,” Stevenson head coach
Rick Bye said. “No excuses. They
beat us.” _

. After Stevenson opened the scor-
ing with 10:39 left in the first quarter
on a 37-yard field goal by David .=~
Brown, Catholic Central scored 21
unanswered points to take a 21- 3 half
time lead.

Following a 2-yard touchdown run
by Capatina with 4:30 remaining in
the first quarter, Palazeti then had a
pair of 1-yard touchdown runs.

The first one came with 6:04 left in
the second quarter, while the second

. came with 27 seconds remammg in

_ the second.

Stevenson rallied in the third
quarter, cutting the lead to 21-14 on
a 20-yard field goal by David Brown
and a 74-vard touchdown pass from
Fracassa to senior wideout D.J.
Mershman with 4:33 remaining in
the period.

After the touchdown pass,
Stevenson then completed a 2-point
conversion pass.

Catholic Central regained the
momentum on its next drive, march-
ing 80 yards in 12 plays to take a 28-14
lead with 11:02 left in the game on a
9-yard touchdown run by Capatina.

The drive took 5:31 off of the clock.

The key play of the drive was a
successful conversion on fourth-and-
inches from just outside the Catholic
Central 30.

- Senior quarterback Sam Landry
rah a sneak to pick up a yard and a
critical first down for the Shamrocks.

Following an interception by
Catholic Central junior Andrew
Nelson on a long pass attempt on the
first play of Stevenson’s next drive,

- Catholic Central-drove 69 yards in
seven plays and grabbed a 31-14 lead
with 6:55 {0 go on a 33-yard field goal
by Justin D’Agostino.

Stevenson didn’t go away quietly,
cutting its deficit to 31-21 with 4:19
remaining on a 4-yard touchdown
pass from Fracassa to Justice
Wright.

But Catholic Central started its
next possession on its own 20-yard

“line and burned 3:19 off of the clock;
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Novi Detroit Catholic Central’s Anthony Capatina (20) celebrates hls sec-
ond-quarter touchdown run with teammate George Darany in Saturday’s
Division 1 title game, a 31-21 win over Sterling Heights Stevenson.

forcing Stevenson to use all three of
its timeouts before the Shamrocks
punted the ball back to Stevenson
with 1:06 remaining.

An interception by Catholic
Central linebacker Michael Kinville
with 20 seconds remaining ended any
hopes for a Stevenson miracle and
gave the Shamrocks their first state
title since 2003.

Tt was also Catholic Central’s first
football title since moving to its new

- "Novi campus in 2005.

“It’s something you dream about,”
Palazeti said. “I was talking to a line-
backer/fullback from the 98 team,
and he just took me aside and told
me that, to leave the playoffs with a
win, only one team can do it. That’s
the greatest thing in the world. We all
wanted to feel that, To actually feel
that and accomplish it, it’s a dream
come true.”

Contact Keith Dunlap at
keith.dunlap@oakpress.com
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-~ Tt’s a'testament to the strength f
‘ the Catholic League. You know this, -
+ much, if you see Catholic Central *
in: the state title game, especially if
they are unbeaten, the Shamrocks .
:» have been tested. Blrmlngham
Brother Rice was 5-4 dquring the-
regular.season — and advanced to.’
the state semifinals in Division
Orc ard Lake St.: Mary’s played in
th ‘Division 3 title game, but was'
outtwice by the Shamrocks in
Catholic League play. LR
Not that the:Macomb Area

", Stevenson played many of the best:
football teams in the state during the
- “regular season and playoffs. -

O \ & was a fantastlc year ” Mach
‘ sa1d

There is no secret why Cathohc
Central was better this season than i
“in the recent past. Its defense was
-excellent, Stevenson, and its terrlfic
quarterback Jason Fracassa had'its -
~monients — but only moments, And
 Catholic Central featured a poundlng
" running attack that kept Fracassa
.off ‘the field.™

L “They don’ t have a passmg
game but when they throw the ..

‘ball, they complete their passes,”

Stevenson coach R1ck Bye sa1d of the
Shamrocks. =
- Tt was the: first’ state champ10nsh1p
‘for an Oakland County high school .
football team since Brother Rice’ won

“Jéurnal Register News Servrce/DAVID DALTON ' .

Novi Detroit Catholic Central defensive back Andrew Nelson (32 mteroepts
_a pass intended for Sterling Heights Stevenson’s Marcus Beaurem (4) in‘
Saturday’s Dlvision 1'state championshlp game :

Tlll) rle ate, }aofwever hlessortls Ithalt{ that Caltlthohc Central isa worthy

; ~ an be learned from the past. Loo state champion. . - ‘
eit agamst}? x bﬁ?ﬁ iﬁieo?btil%ta:r_ how pérsistent the basketball pro- .- .~ “Football is still football,” Magch

: .gram has been under Dan Fife. Also, " - said. “Doesn’t matter if you spread
tevensonbounced back and reached . guys left or spread guys right. It stﬂl .
e champlonshlp game after drop-- comes ‘back to blockmg and tack S
inga heartbreaker to Lake Orion . lmg SIS
-in‘the playoffs last season when Jeff- No team d1d it better than the ‘
Heath hit that amazmg 49- yard f1e1d v 2009 Novi. Detr01t Cathohc Central
‘goal for the ages.’ ( Shamrocks HE
-7 The sun will shme on Clarkston S

he title game is in the Wolves” - a Pat Caputo is: 'a senior sports report- “
timre.;When it does arrive, it will . . er and a columnist for The Oakland- .
nly be that much sweeter because -~ Press. Contact him at.

of what transpired this year. G pat.caputo@oakpress:¢ com and read
In the end, what we do know | is o his. blog at. theoaklandpress com.;
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