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Family of four dead in homicide/suicide 

 

NOVI, Mich., January 15, 2011, 12:30 p.m.  –  On January 14, at approximately 11:41 a.m., 

the Novi Police Department responded to a welfare check on Applebrooke Drive, located 

in the area of Nine Mile and Napier Roads in the City of Novi.  A friend of the family called 

Police Headquarters indicating the children did not show up for school and the female who 

resided at the home had missed a scheduled appointment.  Shortly after noon, officers 

entered the residence with the assistance of a family member who was present at the 

home.  Once inside, they discovered an apparent crime scene with three deceased bodies 

– two juvenile males and an adult female.   

 

The Novi Police Department received information from family members and friends 

suggesting the couple who resided in the home were experiencing marital discord.  

Information and witnesses suggested they both were still living in the marital home on 

Applebrooke.  The husband was no where to be found in or around the home.  The Novi 

Police Department issued a “Be on the Lookout” to all law enforcement agencies in 

southeast Michigan for Mark Schons and the vehicles he had been known to drive. 

 

Shortly after 2:24 p.m., a deputy with the Oakland County Sheriff’s Office located the 

suspect’s vehicle in a commercial parking lot in the area of Milford Road and I-96.  Deputies 

approached the vehicle and found the male suspect inside deceased.  
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Autopsies were performed this morning by the Oakland County Medical Examiner’s Office.  

The victims have been identified and manner and cause of death determined as: 
 

• Jennifer Schons, 38-year old, female, homicide, multiple sharp force injuries 
  

• Tynan Schons, 6-year old, male, student at Thornton Creek Elementary, homicide, 
asphyxiation due to compression 

 

• Camden Schons, 4-year old, male, student at Thornton Creek Elementary, homicide, 
asphyxiation due to compression 

 

• Mark Schons, 39-year old, male, suicide, carbon monoxide poisoning   

 

Northville Public Schools will have grief counselors and support staff at Thornton Creek 

Elementary to assist students in discussing these untimely deaths. 

 

The investigation of the incident continues with the assistance of the Michigan State Police 

Northville Crime Lab.  Anyone with information regarding this incident is asked to contact 

the Novi Police Department at (248) 348-7100. 
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