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Novi Police and Novi Community Schools partner to prevent bullying 

All students, teachers, and community members asked to wear PINK on  
National Bullying Prevention Day – Wednesday, October 20, 2010 

NOVI, Mich., October 11, 2010 – Every day thousands of children wake up and are afraid to 
go to school. Not because they haven’t completed their homework, nor are they nervous 
to take a test, but because they are fearful of bullying.  

Bullying has rapidly become one of the leading concerns within schools and for law 
enforcement agencies. Bullying can lead to poor grades, school violence and teen suicide. 
The Novi Police Department and the Novi Community Schools are dedicated to providing a 
safe, vibrant and enjoyable learning environment and encourage ALL students, teachers, 
and community members to wear PINK on National Bullying Prevention Day — Wednesday, 
October 20th — to tell others, “Bullying stops with me!” 

Why pink? In 2007, two high school seniors did what they thought was a simple thing … they 
stood up for a fellow student — a freshman boy — who was bullied for wearing a pink shirt.  
The two seniors bought a bunch of pink shirts, handed them out and texted their friends to 
wear pink. The next day, the entire student body was wearing pink. 
 
“A report from the American Medical Association on a study of over 15,000 6th-10th graders 
estimates more than three-and-a-half million youths engage in bullying activity and more 
than million are victims of moderate or serious bullying each year,” said Peter Dion, 
Superintendant, Novi Community Schools.  “In Novi, we acknowledge that communities  
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across the state and country share the same concerns, but what sets Novi apart is the fact 
that we want to send a strong message to other communities that Novi will not tolerate 
bullying as acceptable behavior toward one another.” 

Bullying occurs when a person is picked on repeatedly by an individual or group perceived 
with more power; either in terms of physical strength or social status. It is the on-going 
harassment from one peer to another resulting in mental, physical and/or psychological 

pain. Bullying can be physical or verbal. Boys tend to use more physical elements when 
bullying and girls tend to be more verbal.  Bullying can occur anywhere; on the bus, in the 
neighborhood, before or after school, in the cafeteria or hallway, or on a computer (Cyber 
bullying).  

Sometimes kids torment others because that's the way they have been treated. They may 
think their behavior is normal because they come from backgrounds where everyone 
regularly gets angry, shouts, or calls names. Some popular TV shows even seem to promote 
meanness — people are "voted off," shunned, or ridiculed for their appearance or lack of 
talent.  A recent study showed that boys who are school bullies in grades six through nine 
had at least one criminal conviction by age 24.  

“Strong partnerships between schools, law enforcement agencies and parents are the key 
to stopping bullying,” notes Novi’s Director of Public Safety and Chief of Police David E. 
Molloy.  “Partnering with the schools and the community in National Bullying Prevention Day 
strengthens messages being shared each and every day.  Together we must stop the 
silence and raise awareness for this rapidly growing concern in our society.” 

Students, teachers, and community members who want to join the effort, but have no pink 
shirt? No problem!  How about a pink necktie, t-shirt or jewelry?   By wearing pink, we'll be 
telling the community that bullying is not okay.  Wear PINK on October 20th...and take a 
stand.  Together, we can put an end to bullying.  

For more information or to join Novi’s efforts on National Bullying Prevention Day, contact 
the Community Relations Office at (248) 735.5628.    
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