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Novi Police Lieutenant Lauria, Sergeant Nelson graduate from  

Eastern Michigan University’s School of Police Staff and Command  
 
NOVI, Mich., September 18, 2008 – The Novi Police Department is pleased to announce the recent 
graduation of Lieutenant Victor Lauria and Sergeant John Nelson from the School of Police Staff and 
Command (SPSC) at Eastern Michigan University.  Lieutenant Lauria and Sergeant Nelson were part of a 47-
member class with participants from 30 different communities in Southeast Michigan who successfully 
completed the 10-month Staff and Command program.   
 
“The EMU School of Staff and Command was one of the most challenging and rewarding experiences of my 
career,” said Lieutenant Lauria.  “I appreciate the investment made by the City of Novi and the Police 
Department in my continued development.” 
 
The School of Police Staff and Command provides upper-level college instruction in a total of six core or 
mandatory blocks of instruction and utilizes over 30 additional optional blocks of instruction during each 
session.  The major topics of study include Management and Management Theory, Grant Writing, Human 
Resources for Law Enforcement, Budgeting, Staffing Allocation and Homeland Security.  The program has 
graduated over 1900 students since its creation in 1985.  Skip Lawyer, one of the founders of EMU’s School of 
Police Staff and Command program, estimates between 50 - 70% of all attendees are senior command 
personal within the State of Michigan. 
 
“It was a difficult assignment and arduous journey. The tasks given are not ones we encounter on a daily 
basis,” commented Sergeant Nelson.  “The material taught are items that will make each one of us who have 
the opportunity to attend Staff and Command a better asset to those we work with on a daily basis and to the 
community at-large.”  
  
 “I am particularly proud of these two outstanding members of the Novi Police Department and their significant 
academic accomplishments,” noted Novi Police Chief David E. Molloy.  “The program provides them with the 
education and training needed to strengthen their capabilities with the Novi Police Department but also offers 
enhanced resources to the citizens of Novi.” 
 
A graduate of Northern Michigan University, Lieutenant Lauria began his career with the Novi Police 
Department in January, 1988.  Sergeant Nelson, a graduate of Eastern Michigan University, has served with 
the Novi Police Department since January, 1989.  
 
For more information about the City of Novi, please visit cityofnovi.org.  
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